




3 Palestinians, Israeli wounded in Gaza 

^ *"P < AFP ) - Two children 

■ and a youih were shot and wounded and an Israeli soldier was attacked 
wjihjui axe Tuesday in the occupied Gaza Snip. Patcuiman umicn said. 

direction of young 
1 11. witnesses said. 

_ group or five masked Palestinians were taken by 
Mirprisc by an Israeli patrol in the Rafah refugee camp. One of the 
Palestinians attacked an Israeli soldier with an axe. Four of the 
Palestinians ran away, but the fifth, shot and wounded by the Israelis, was 
raptured. An Israeli military spokesman confirmed the soldier had been 
injured. The incidents occurred as the Gaza Strip and West Bank were 
paralysed by a strike called by the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas. 
Hamas calls for a strike on the 17th of every month to mark the expulsion 
. to Lebanon on Dec. 17 of 415 Palestinians suspected of membership in the 
' organisation and the Islamic Jihad movement (see page 2 t 
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U AE says Yinha must b« checked 

DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is demanding to cheek 
the cargo of a Otinese ship believed to be carrying Iran-bound chemical 
weapons materials before allowing its transshipment to Iran, shipping 
sources said Tuesday. Washington says the cargo ship Yin be is carrying 
banned chemical weapons additives among its cargo but Beijing says it has 
only paper goods, hardware and machine pans on board. The Yinhc, 
which is bring shadowed by U.S. Navy ships, has asked permission to 
enter a UAE port and anchored on Monday “just on the edge" of UAE 
territorial waters, shipping sources said. Most of the 2.500 containers it is 
carrying arc not bound for Iran. Some 5b0 were destined for off-loading in 
Dubai and some of these arc bound for transshipment to Iran. "Checking 
the containers is a main UAE demand if the ship is allowed to unload its 
cargo here." a well-placed shipping official said. “The Yin he asked the 
UAE permission to enter Khor Fakkan or Fujairah ports last night. An 
answer was due around noon (0800 GMT) but a decision has not been 
taken yet. It is a political decision,” he added. The two UAE ports are on 
the Gulf of Oman just outside the Gulf. The Yinhc arrived in the region 
on Aug. 2. 
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Election Law changed to one-person, one- vote 

King, in ratifying government decision, 


‘Do not fail to exercise your right to vote’ 
IAF should live up to its responsibilities 


U.S.v|j(t 
tesse 
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|S|says change was constitutional necessity 

£ 3 ' r ‘ J ° rd ™ TmxsS * n Rtportcr ‘We do not support one side over another’ 

ed it AMMAN — His Majesty King 

at the Maul * Hussein Tuesday endorsed a tem- 
as i n .^r.Hioprary amendment to the Elec- 
er “ a JJtrfon Law to incorporate a one- 
f, ^vxrrson. one-vote system and said 
onal v™ ®*8j4“tvas a constitutional necessity, 
e bit ra called on all eligible voters to 
ad more air,5xercise their right to vote and ’ 

. w tunofcj. rontribute to Jordan's democra- 

Wtn£j- 

• In a speech to the nation 
^Broadcast on television and radio, 

;lhe King said be had decided to 
^imit the amendment to introduc- 
ing a one-person, one-vote sys* 

:R (api ^ t l<!ri because he believed that any 
i produced"' '4‘- urr c hanges such as equal num- 
iry. -n y. "jjber of voters in all constituencies 
W TnL.r-Rtight deprive some pans of the 
Jay Kingdom of effective legislative 
Is of Sg^wmatioo. 
ing 1^, g * .Tb e King, whose address to the 
arbagf ^ Ration came after a meeting held 
Woodsto^'-^vith the Council of Ministers at 
ets ai die sa ^he" Prime Ministry, emphasised 
‘■Vati-caJ- * al he did 1101 su PP° rt “Y group 
M here ink ■ party a 8 ainst another * and 
the ■PnwJ i P e cj fi cally referred to the Islamic 

s-theS^ 0 " Fr00t {IAF *' * stro "» 

^ opponent to any changes to the 

ord maite EI?CIion Law - 

are nf nA»lii “I am c o nce rned with safe- 
st a wi poilCjuarding the unity of the country 

:y . . about our sons, some of whom 

... lave been chosen to belong to a 
JN , <KI 7 *ront, which they have named the . 

£t J- ® “Islamic Front,” he said. “What I 
j heads BnUH>vish for them and from them is 
Loony Pam. that they truly practise their his- 
• on die pok.oric responsibilities in striving to 
and vowed io rive up to the name they have 
anient one cjhoseh, and to proceed, with 
pop sineer fGod’s help, towards true Islam, 
leopardskin tcin fulfillment of their spiritual and 
erwise sota worldly duties...." 
is fought aarfc XDo not fail to exercise your 
*raJ electxmtrigSt to vote,” tbc King told the 
lighlidit tfccnaiion. “I shall ensure the integri- 
polinnani i.ty of and honesty of the elections 
i. some daj f- 



Hb Majesty King Hussein Tuesday chairs a meeting 
of the Council of Ministers at the Prime Ministry. 
To the King's right are Prime Minister Abdul 
Saiam Ai M^jalf and Deputy Prime Minister and 


Minister of Information Ma’an Abu Nowar and to 
the King's left are Royal Court Chief Khakd AI 
Karaki, and Minister of State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad AI Anani {Photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


that will be the model for the 
trust that unites us." 

Following is the full text of the 
King's address: 

In the name of Allah, the Com- 
passionate, the Merciful. Prayers 
and peace be upon the faithful 
Arab Hashemite Prophet 

Fellow citizens, 

PEACE be upon you. I greet 
you all, young and old, men. 


women and children, for whose 
sake we work hard, and for the 
sake of generations to follow. 
Our work stems from our sense of 
duty and the fear of the Almighty 
Allah; in our effort to seek 
Allah's graciousness; our objec- 
tive is to be conscientious until 
the day we die, with our good 
deeds as we stand among the 
God-fearing and the virtuous, 
rather than with the hypocrites 
who withhold truth and arc fear- 


ful of confronting the oppression 
of evil. 

I greet you. my family, sons 
and daughters, brothers and sis- 
ters. wherever you may be; in the 
cities and the villages, in the 
badia as well asin the hills, in the 
Jordan Valley and in Aqaba. I 
salute all soldiers in our Arab 
Hashemite Jordanian Forces, 
steadfast on the pure land, which 
is bedecked with the heritage of 
our forefathers, and filled with 


the tombs of our martyrs. I greet 
you wherever you are in this 
world, where you are keeping the 
peace with other honourable col- 
leagues. striving, as you do, to 
rescue the weak from injustice, 
the poor from hunger, and the 
free from tyranny and despotism, 
saving humanity from tyranny. * 
spite, and darkness. 

I greet you boys and girls, in 
the schools of Jordan and abroad, 
as you prepare yourselves for the 
challenges of life that tie ahead, 
and in the building of a stronger 
Jordan. I am proud of you, and 

K oud of being one of you as a 
ashemite Arab Jordanian who 
has lived amongst you for forty * 
vears, in both good times and 
bad. We have always defended 
and will continue to defend the 
nation against the greedy and the 
spiteful. Jordan has always been 
in a critical position similar to a 
precious stone, the pressure of 
events only adds to its glitter and 
shine. Jordan today is inheriting 
the best of the nation: Chivalry 
and resolve, freedom, credibility 
and martyrdom. From this 
podium I call upon each and 
every one of you. myself in- 
cluded, to ensure that this flame 
is kept alive. This is our national 
and historical responsibility and I 
say to you that each one of us 
should be conscious of the reper- 
cussions that would result from 
the success or failure of our mis- 
sion. 

Our homeland is a good model 
in that its people, regardless of 
their origin, agree to support and 
uphold its honourable mission: 
The betterment and protection of 
the individual, the achievement 
of freedom and justice securing a 
stability of life based on the re- 
spect and protection of the con- 
stitution. Upholding the spirit of 
democracy or Shura, call it what 
you may, is embodied in your 
National Charter which aims to 
achieve political pluralism. It is 
only a matter of time before 
political ranks are organised into 
two, 1 three or four parties encom- 
passing well-studied and convinc- 
ing programmes, within the con- 
( Continued on page 5) 


Amendment only affects 

two articles in 1986 law 
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Opponents say they will contest 
temporary legislation in court 

Parties, politicians still studying boycott of polls 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opponents of the 
new Election ‘Law that was 
adopted yesterday strongly 
attacked the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
AJ Majali saying they will con- 
test the new provisional law in 
court and may end up boycot- 
ting the Nov. 8 elections en 
masse. 

At a meeting they held Tues- 
day morning in anticipation of 
the announcement on changing 
the law, representatives from 
various political parties and 
parliamentary groups said they 
are pressing ahead with plans 


'to contest the constitutionality 
of the new temporary law and 
would meet again next week to 
follow up on a proposal to 
boycott the elections. 

Former Amman Deputy 
Faris Nabulsi said if the 
opposition decides to “fight 
the elections,” they might do 
so on a joint ticket which 
would cover the Kingdom's 20 
voting zones. 

“We will first take this case 
to court," said Mr. Nabulsi, 
who attended the meeting. 
"We will also decide whether 
to fight the elections on joint 
tickets." 

The meeting, which was 
organised by and took place at 


former Deputy Laith Shbeilat's 
bouse, was attended by repre- 
sentatives of the Jordanian 
Baath Arab Socialist Patty the 
Jordanian Popular Unity Par- 
ty, the Islamic Action From 
(IAF) party, the Democratic 
Party for Progress in Jordan, 
the Jordanian Socialist Demo- 
cratic Party, the Jordan Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Popular 
Unity Party, Yakdha Party, 
and the Arab Baath Progres- 
sive Party as well as several 
independent political persona- 
lities. 

Mr. Nabulsi, who spoke to 

(Continued on page 5) 


nc> *fcTt>Peres ‘smells’ peace 

d up with oc 1 

d vote in a STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Israeli 
.com part)-’ foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
radio interim ved Tuesday in Stockholm 
rew a pari) “armed only with a peace message, 
iiJoiVv to® Emphasising Israel's desite to 
rndav w breach an agreement with the 
i« hi* firs f-f aiestinians and end the warring 
22 Ik ? -in the Middle East. “I can smell 
: rhe coast-peace, " he told a crowd at the 
1 1 ipon-Av® packed Stockholm synagogue, his 
*" r J elecnoa 1 first stop after arriving. “After 
■Z Mimstf wa re, terror and suffering we 
nm jL, uvfS ;can finally make peace. We are 
n u -unos committed to going towards 
sen L *T.-^ ei to be rid of the disputes 
, jff.wim our neighbours, to negotiate 


towards 

ten “ “ 

■•'SSESFi 

n;n! ‘,’ m , 1 -with the Palestinians, Jordanians, 
Syrians and Lebanese,” he said. 
Hi* I* : f *“And we are vety dose to an 
Aenn ‘ agreement," he underlined. Fol- 
shi"f ^'lowing his appearance at the 
I and synagogue, Mr. Peres dined with 
ting CoiPjJ his. Swedish counterpart Mar- 
. - ^ - garetha Af Ugglas. who in Janu- 

•n carried £ ary pa jd an offidal visit to Israel. 
. -rvepiflj; Wednesday. Mr. Peres is ex- 
its. J 110 * Z- pected to hold talks with Ms. Af 
j old ntf 1 f Ugglas, Swedish Prime Minister 
■hen 1 s01 ^ Carl Bildt and other Swedish 
| gjey politicians. 

■id. ’ 


jikinfc 


$ Cairo crowd gassed 


tier lO^CAlRO <AP) — Police Tuesday 
ID® 1 fj re d teargas and metal pellets io 
aPi "ft disperse merchants demonstrat- 
ing. ^ ing in a Cairo vegetable market, 
k# mounding more than 30 people. 
About 5,000 merchants staged a 
demonstration at the Rod AI 
' ivi"*— ^ a, 38 markei to protest a govem- 
*■ mem decision to move them out 

I “*\-| 1 jsJc* ; of. Cairo, police said. Authorities 

fIf rtndi- * ***** decided 10 lransfcr ^ mar- 
r ifer to a suburban sire in the 

:it) desert in an effort to dean up the 
capital. The merchants have re- 
iell>r Ltfi sisted the move, saying it will 


lell 1*7 sisted the move, sayui 
destroy their business. 

op*! 7 ■ Sudan talks continue 

rt&ytj ■ ■ v ■ 

KHARTOUM (AFP) - 
■d Sudanese 'government officials 
„ 5? and members of a rebel faction 

f ^ ave *>cld a second round of talks 
..an. Ttf & southern Sudan, Sudan News 
:! Li “ .5- Aeencv (SUNA) said Tuesday. 


{ Agency (SUNA) 
According to SUNA 


Tuesday, 
rebel d<- 


.. jw • legation leader Lam Akol met 
j,- 5^' Deputy Upper Nile Governor 
Ajak in Fashouda, a 
13 h#* 1 gSwntmem-held town in south 
* Sudan's Upper Nile state Mon- 
v diy. The talks covered peace. 
& jjfWTf displacement and relief issues, it 
said. 


Resistance attacks 
Israeli-allied group 


MARJAYOUN (Agencies) — 
Resistance fighters launched their 
fiercest attack against Israel's un- 
ilateral “security zone" Tuesday 
since a ceasefire halted an Israeli 
blitz of South Lebanon last 
month, security sources said. 

They said Hizbollah (Party of 
God) guerrillas first ffred anti- 
tank rockets and mortar bombs at 
three posts of Israel's surrogate 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militias on the edge of the zone. 

The guerrillas then advanced to 
some 300 metres from the posts 
and exchanged machingeun fire 
and rocket-propelled grenades 
with SLA militiamen, the sources 
said. 

There were no reports of 
casualties. 

They said SLA gunners retali- 
ated, shelling a guerrilla-held 
area to the north. 

Hours later, Israeli planes 
staged mock raids over IqUm AI 
Toufah ridge, a Hizbollah stron- 
ghold. drawing anti-aircraft 


machinegun fire from Lebanese 
army batteries. 

The assault followed a pledge 
by Hizbollah to continue attacks 
on the "security zone” and mount 
rocket strikes at northern Israel 
again if South Lebanon came 
under attack. 

Last month the United States 
arranged a ceasefire which ended 
a week of Israeli attacks on the 
south and Hizbollah Katyusha 
rocket attacks at northern Israel. 

But Sheikh Khodor Nourcd- 
dine, a leader of the fun- 
damentalist group, told a rally in 
South Lebanon late on Monday: 

“There has been no direct or 
indirect agreement between the 
resistance and the enemy and 
(guerrilla) operations will never 
stop.” 

“If our villages and the houses 
of our people in the south ... are 
bombed, we wil respond with 
Katyusha rockets.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Peace talks delayed by one day; 
Rabin sees ‘historic’ year 


AMMAN (Agencies) — The 
Uth round of Middle East 
peace talks will start in 
Washington on Aug. 31, in- 
stead of Aug. 30 as originally 
planned, a Jordanian official 
said Tuesday. 

He told Reuters that the 
Arabs asked Russia and the 
United States, co- sponsors of 
the peace process, to move the 
date back by one day to avoid 
clashing witii national Muslim 
holidays marking the birth 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

He said the talks, between 
Israel and Jordan, Lebanon. 
Syria and Palestinians, would 
last for two weeks. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi said in occu- 
pied Jerusalem, the Arabs could 
not attend the bilateral nego- 
tiations on the holy day. 

“Israel has confirmed it will 
take part in the talks to the 


co-sponsors of the Middle East 
peace process,” said Israel de- 
fence ministry spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami. 

Mr. Ben Ami said the talks 
would run until Sept. 14, the 
eve of the Jewish new year. 

Arab parties are set to con- 
vene for a coordinating session 
in Beirut on Aug. 22 after 
which they will give an offidal 
reply to the invitations to the 
negotiations. 

Rabin: 'Historic year’ 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Israel is poised 
to make the most important 
decisions in its history in the 
next few months. 

In an address to a rabbis' 
assembly in occupied Jeru- 
salem, Mr. Rabin said: "We 
will make the most important 
derisions in the history of 
Israel in the next 12 months. 

“Such decisions, which will 


draw up our frontiers with our 
neighbours, cannot expea to 
be agreed to by all and involve 
evident risks," 

Mr. Rabin said a “new light” 
had been cast on negotiations 
with Syria and the Palestinians 
after a meeting with the par- 
liamentary wing of his Labour 
Parry, parliamentary sources 
said. 

“But to capitalise on these 
developments, the government 
must stay in power,” Mr. 
Rabin said referring to threats 
by the ultra-orthodox Sephar- 
dic Shas party to leave the 
ruling coalition, which would 
precipitate the government’s 
downfall. 

Shas has been threatening to 
leave the government if its 
leader. Interior Minister Arieh 
Deri, who is under investiga- 
tion for extortion and influence 
peddling, is sacked (see page 
10 ). 


Libya ready to discuss 
trial in Britain or U.S. 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Libya 
said Tuesday it was prepared to 
discuss the possibility that two 
Libyans accused of blowing up a 
U.S. airliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in 2988 cou:d be tried in 
Britain or the United States. 

Foreign Minister Omar AI 
Muntasir told the French news 
agency (AFP) the two men “have 
the right to turn themselves over 
to whomever they want and 
Libya is prepared to discuss this 
topic with a representative of the 
U.N. Security Council or of the 
U.N. secretary general. 

“Libya does not rule out the 
participation of any country in 
these talks, if they take place, 
even including Britain or the Un- 
ited States.” 

Libya had to date insisted that 
Abdul Baset AI Megrahi and AI 
Amin Khalifa Fhima be tried in a 
"neutral" country, thereby ex- 
cluding Britain and the United 
States. 

Mr. Muntasir emphasised that 
his country could not extradite 


the two men without their con- 
sent and char they must be con- 
vinced about going on trial in 
Britain ot the U.S. 

"Libyan laws bar Libyan au- 
thorities from extraditing their 
citizens," he stressed. 

He said that during a meeting 
earlier this month with U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
he had voiced Libya's readiness 
to discuss measures regarding the 
venue for the trial but none had 
been set. 

The minister said he also prop- 
osed to Dr. Ghali that the latter 
send a mission to Libya to ascer- 
tain it did not shelter "terrorist" 
training camps. 

He declined to comment on a 
warning on Friday by Washing- 
ton. London and Paris setting 
Oct. 1 as a deadline to hand over 
the two' suspects, short of which 
they would seek the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council’s reinforcement of 
sanaions slapped on Libya on 

(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian resignation crisis part of a larger and deeper problem 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE SHORT-LIVED crisis 
over the resignations of three 
prominent Palestinian nego- 
tiators, which was swiftly con- 
tained by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) lead- 
ership last week, has triggered 
a serious debate over the 
Palestinian negotiating 
strategy — or, in the view of 
many, the lack of it towards 
the Middle East peace process. 

In the opinion of many 
analysts, PlO officials and 
even delegation members, the 
crisis was reduced to a power 
struggle that overshadowed 
political differences over what 
is viewed as "consecutive cog- 
cessions by the leadership” and 
political and organisational re- 
forms in the movement. 

In fact, reports from the 
Israeli-occupied territories sug- 


gest that political differences 
and debate have intensified in- 
side the circles of the lead- 
ership, particularly within the 
delegation members, especial- 
ly after the revelations that 
Faisal Husseini had prior 
knowledge about, or rook part 
in. the formulation of the 
Palestinian response to the 
American proposal for Palesti- 
nian self-rule. This supposedly 
was the main reason that 
prompted Mr. Husseini and 
two of his colleagues. Hanan 
Ashrawi and Saeb Erakat, to 
submit their resignations. 

The disclosure of Mr. Hus- 
seini's knowledge of the con- 
troversial response, was made 
by PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbus 
(Abu Mazen) at last week's 
meeting between the lead- 
ership and a number of delega- 
tion's members in Tunis, 
according to PLO officials and 


Palestinian negotiators. 

Many members of the 
Palestinian delegation, accord- 
ing to different sources in Am- 
man, Tunis and the occupied 
territories, were angered by 
the revelations particularly 
that it confirmed previous 
doubts that the majority of the 
negotiators are “kepi in the 
dark" about what the lead- 
ership "is up to." 

Statements made by some 
negotiators, especially suppor- 
ters of the mainstream Fateh 
faction, indicate that the whole 
episode has sharpened the 
polarisation inside the delega- 
tion into two camps led by Mr. 
Husseini and chief negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shafi. 

The focus of political differ- 
ences between the two leaders, 
which were manifested in 
many public statements over 
the Iasi four months, now 
seems to be on whether to 


accept or reject the Israeli 
proposal of early empower- 
ment, Palestinian officials say. 

But the issue is further com- 
plicated by the fact that after 
the Israeli approval of Mr. 
Husseini as member of the 
negotiating team the Palesti- 
nian delegation practically has 
two heads — Mr. Husseini and 
Dr. Abdul Shafi — with two 
different political lines. 

In interviews with Israel 
Television Sunday some 
Palestinian negotiators implied 
deep differences with Mr. Hus- 
seini. “If I were (Yasser) Ara- 
fat 1 would dissolve the delega- 
tion and form a new one under 
the leadership of Dr. Abdul 
Shafi," Freih Abu Medien, 
who is a supporter of Fateh, 
told Israel Television. It was a 
sign that the crisis is far from 
over in spite of the leadership's 
decision to appoint a number 
of negotiators including Dr. 


Abdul Shafi and Mr. Husseini 
in the senior steering commit- 
tee in the PLO that is supposed 
to draft negotiating strategies. 

The appointments, which in 
theory yielded a bigger say to 
the delegation in the derision- 
making process, were doub- 
tlessly a successful tactic by the 
PLO leadership to turn the 
crisis into its favour by assert- 
ing its role and challenging 
both the U.S. and Israel to 
come to terms with the orga- 
nisation as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people (See story from the 
occupied territories on page 4). 

Yet, despite the importance 
of asserting the PLO role in the 
peace process. Palestinian sup- 
porters and opponents of the 
ongoing talks with Israel alike 
say there are serious fears that 
such gains could prove 
meaningless if the leadership 
accepts substantive conces- 


sions — as it is argued by many 
inside and outside the delega- 
tion and the organisation itself. 

The immediate concern for 
many Palestinian negotiators, 
according to interviews and 
press reports from the occu- 
pied territories, seems to be 
that the Tunis meeting has not 
altered the de facto Palestinian 
acceptance of some elements 
in tne American proposal in 
comradiaion with the official 
decision to formulate a Palesti- 
nian response based on inter- 
national resolutions and laws. 

Although the PLO has not 
accepted the American prop- 
osals in full, and instead pre- 
sented a paper including many 
modifications and new ideas, 
the fact that the Palestinian 
response is largely based on 
the American proposal could 
undermine Palestinian efforts 
to maintain United Nations re- 
solutions 242 and 338 the basis 


of all the phases of the nego- 
tiating process. 

The American proposal, 
which was suggested as a com- 
mon ground between the 
Israelis and rhe Palestinians to 
start negotiations, states that 
any agreement between the 
two sides will constitute the 
implementation of Resolution 
242 and insists that the status' 
of East Jerusalem be deferred 
to the final stage of the nego- 
tiations. 

The major Palestinian re- 
servation over the American 
paper emanates from fear that 
the paper could replace the 
United Nations resolutions, in- 
ternational law and even the 
American letters of assur- 
ances, according to which the 
parties involved agreed to par- 
ticipate in the current talks, as 
the term of reference for all the 

(Continoed on page 5) 
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J.S. continues to press Pyongyang; 
Israel says contacts are suspended 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States expressed con- 
cern Monday about a recent ship- 
ment by North Korea of what 
may be Scud C missiles or missile 
parts to Syria. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCurry recalled re- 
peated U.S. warnings about 
possible sanctions if North Korea 
tailed to cooperate in allaying 
fears about its atomic arms prog- 
ramme. 

But he told reporters he did not 
know if the Ointon administra- 
tion was ready to move on those 
penalties. 

Mr. McCurry, at a daily news 
briefing, also confirmed U.S. 
concerns about Israel's contacts 
with North Korea. 

Hours later, Israel's foreign 
ministry announced that it was 
suspending the contacts, after 
pressure from Washington. 

A senior U.S. official speaking 
anonymously said the United 
States was concerned Israel was 
offering North Korea a “carrot’' 
to stop the shipment of missiles to 
Syria when a “stick'' was needed. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Sunday that Russian 
planes last week carried Scud C 
ballistic missiles from North 
Korea to Syria and the weapons 
may have been shipped to Iran. 

Asked by reporters if Washing- 
ton was happy with the shipment, 
Mr. McCurry said: 

“Obviously not. That's 
obviously our concern, expressed 
about proliferation issues gener- 
ally. (It) would cover the-ship- 
ment of any missile, with a con- 
figuration like the Scud, to 
places, for example, Syria or 
Iran, in which they might pose a 
significant danger to Israel or to 
others in the region.” 

The U.S. official who spoke 
anonymously said Secretary of 
State's Warren Christopher on 
his Middle East trip told Mr. 
Rabin about the shipment. 

“We shared some of the in- 
formation with them when we 
were over there,” he sard. 

He added: “There is some 


question about whether it's a 
transfer of missiles, whether it's 
transfer of missile parts, or 
whether its a transfer of items of 
undetermined relevance.” 

North Korea rang world alarm 
bells when it announced last 
March it was withdrawing from a 
key treaty designed to limit the 
spread of nuclear weapons. 

Since then the United States 
has been negotiating with Pyon- 
gyang to defuse the crisis and get 
the programme ended. 

Israel said it expected the 
Americans to take up persuading 
North Korea to stop arms sales to 
the region. 

“We are putting off the con- 
tacts until we see what is happen- 


ing," said J3ehira Burdugo, an 


adviser to Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 

Mr. Berdugo spoke following a 
meeting between Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Rabin who discussed rela- 
tions with North Korea and the 
U.S. request to freeze the con- 
tacts. 


Officials from Israel and North 
Korea had met in China last week 
to prepare the ground for estab- 
lishing diplomatic ties. 

Israel was interested in increas- 
ing its influence with one of the 
world's last hardline communist 
countries to head off reported 
sales of North Korean medium- 
range Scud DS also known as 
Rodong-1 to Iran and Syria. 

“Just as the United States con- 
siders us, we must consider 
them,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
army radio. 

The United States sees isola- 
tion as the best method of dealing 
with states like North Korea. 

Yosef Hadas, a former foreign 
ministry director general who led 
the talks with North Korea, said 
the bail was now in the U.S. 
court. “Perhaps American atten- 
tion regarding the danger of in- 
creasing weapons in the region' 
will be greater," Mr. Hadas told 
Israel army radio. 

Mr. Peres echoed the point, 
telling Israel Television: “Israel 


would support very much the 
leading role of the United States 
to limit the dangers which are 
coming from North Korea.” 

The Rodong-1 has a range of 
(1,000 kilometres) and can reach 
Israel from western Iran. 

The North Koreans have also 
reportedly delivered Scud-C mis- 
siles to Iranians and Syrians. The 
Scud-CS add range and a non- 
conventional warhead capability 
to their predecessors, used by 
Iraq against Israel and Saudi Ara- 
bia in the 1991 Gulf war. 

“The advantage (of the Scud- 
C) is range,” Zeev Eytan, a 
Middle East armaments analyst 
with Tel Aviv University, told 
Israel Radio. “When you go out 
to destroy them you have to 
search a much larger area.” 

Officials said they would wait 
and see how the Americans - 
fared, stressing that the freeze 
was not permanent. “This is just 
for the time being,” Mr. Burdugo 
said. 

“Sometimes it is easier for a 
small country to express an opin- 
ion. to speak,” Mr. Hadas said. 
“There is no dialogue between 
the United States and North 
Korea on this matter, there never 
was.” Mr. Peres said the North 
Koreans expected more than the 
'Jewish state could deliver. . 

“North Korea was talking ab- 
out economic aid in the range of 
$500 million,” he said. “That's 
quite tough for us.” 

North Korea also reportedly 
wanted to sell Israel a gold mine 
for $1 billion. 

The foreign minister said he 
saw the principal threat as Iran. 
“We know that the Ir anian s have 
signed another agreement with 
the North Koreans for the supply 
of missiles,'’ he said. 

He hoped to contain the Syrian 
“threat 4 ’ through the U.S.- 
backed Middle East peace talks, 
calling on the Syrians to end their 
boycott of arms control talks. 

“I think the time has come for 
the Syrians to come and join this 
very serious and sensitive prob- 
lem,” Mr. Peres said. 


Demjanjuk decision nears, 
but debate will rage on 


TEL A VTV (R) — John Demjan- 
juk will be set free or ordered to 
stand trial again by Israel's sup- 
reme court on Wednesday but 
public debate will rage on over 
the man acquitted of being Nazi 
killer “Ivan the terrible." 

The court will rule on 10 com- 
plaints by holocaust survivors, 
Nazi hunters and others who, 
angry at his July 29 acquittal, 
want him tried for other alleged 
war crimes. Still others hope to 
be rid of Mr. Demjanjuk and his 
7'/2-year legal battle in the Jewish 
state. 

“It’s good'he be deported. Not 
because he doesn't deserve it, not 
because he shouldn't be hanged,” 
Maariv newspaper said in an 
editorial. 

“Rather because another trial 
will present us, in the eyes of the 
world, as vengeful pains in the 
ass. As children who caught a 
cockroach and are plucking off its 
legs-" 

Born Ivan Demjanjuk in 
Ukraine 73 years ago, he settled 
in Geveland in the United States 
after World War D. He was sent 
to Israel in 1986,' sentenced to 
hang in 1988 and cleared last 
month because of doubts he was 
“Ivan the terrible." 

His acquittal followed new evi- 
dence suggesting Ivan Mar- 
chenko, a Ukrainian last seen in 
1944, could have been the “Ivan” 
of Treblinka camp who tortured 
people and ran the gas chambers 
where 870,000 people were 
killed. 

Mr. Demjanjuk, who denies 
having been a guard at any Nazi 
camp, hopes to leave Ayalon 
prison near Tel Aviv for Cleve- 
land if the United States will let 
him in. 


Israelis who lodged petitions 
with the supreme court want to 
block his deportation and force a 
trial on evidence — accepted by 
the court — that he was at Sobi- 
bor, where 250.000 people were 
murdered in the holocaust, and 
other Nazi camps. 

“What we know is our obliga- 
tion both to justice and to victims 
of the holocaust," said petitioner 
Efraim Zuroff, Israel director of 
the Nazi-hunting Wiesenthal 
Centre. 

Mr. Zuroff said it would be 
difficult to bring other war cri- 
minals to justice elsewhere in the 
world unless Israel pressed ahead 
and tried Mr. Demjanjuk on 
other charges. 

A Gallup Israel poll for the 
Wiesenthal Centre this month 
showed 75 per cent of Israelis 
believed Mr. Demjanjuk should 
stand trial for his service at Sobi- 
bor and other camps. 

“To claim that there is no 
public interest in a trial of this 
case is scandalous,” Mr. Zuroff 
said. 

Israel’s government said last 
week the court had no choice but 
to free Mr. Demjanjuk. It cited a 
public interest in avoiding a new 
trial since conviction was uncer- 
tain he must also not be able to 
claim he was tried twice on the 
same evidence. 

The U.S. appeals court in G'n- 
cinnati, Ohio, which extradited 
Mr. Demjanjuk to Israel, has 
ordered he be allowed back for 
new hearings on his case but U.S. 
Justice Department lawyers tried 
to block his return. 

Israeli legal commentator 
Moshe Ncgbi praised Mr. Dem- 
janjuk' s acquittal, calling it a 
“badge of honour for Israel's 
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judicial system." 

He wrote in the Jerusalem Re- 
port magazine that Mr. Demjan- 
juk was saved from the gallows 
because the court stuck by the 
principles that a person must be 
proven guilty beyond a reason- 
able; doubt and have a proper 
chance to defend himself. 

The United States prdbably 
would not object if Israel brought 
new charges against Mr. Demjan- 
juk, a Clinton administration 
source said Monday. 

The source, speaking on condi- 
tion -of anonymity, said both the 
State and Justice departments 
had previously agreed to waive 
the conditions that sent Mr. De- 
mjanjuk to Israel to be tried on 
charges that he was the infamous 
Treblinka guard. 

The source's comments came 
just days after the State Depart- 
ment said an unauthorised letter 
from a low-level official had been 
sent to Israel Attorney Yosef 
Harish saying the United States 
wanted Mr. Demjanjuk released 
immediately since he had been 
acquitted on the “Ivan" charges. 

The letter was sent a day be- 
fore Mr. Harish decided not to 
bring further charges against the 
retired car worker. 



STRANGE CUSTOM: Arab lawyer Ahmad 
Mugfarabi (left) hands 5000 shekels ($1755), to chief 
rabbis Israel Lan (2nd from right) and Efiaho 
Bafcshi Doron (right) as. he becomes the biggest 
. landowner in Israel for the next 12 monttaf in one 
|-of the strangest religious customs. The government 


fawn authority sold 93 per cent of the miffioiis of 
acres under Isznefi law. The reasons are to be found 
in the Bible. God tdb Moses in Leviticus, chapter 
25, that not only ?h«il the “children of Israel” rest 
ob the seventh day but their “laud” shall lie fallow 
every seventh year (AFP photo) 


Exiles mark 9th month in Lebanon; 
Many face jail upon return home 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR (Agen- 
cies) — Scores of sick Palesti- 
nians expelled by Israel marked 
the start of their ninth month in 
exile on a barren South Lebanon 
hillside Tuesday with a march and 
an appeal to be allowed home 
before winter. 

Exiles said 104 sick exiles, two 
on makeshift stretchers, marched 
near their tent camp to highlight 
their plight and press for medical 
aid with the help of humanitarian 
organisations. 

The marchers were from 395 
Palestinians expelled by Israel 
from the occupied Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank on Dec. 17 for 
alleged links to hostile groups. 

“We appeal to international 
institutions and humanitarian 
organisations to put an end to our 
tragic situation,” Mohammad 
Shama'a, one of the sick exiles 
told reporters. 

He said many required hospital 
treatment, some needed urgent 
surgery. 

The largely-forgotten exiles en- 
ded eight months of defiance 
Sunday by accepting an Israeli 
offer to take back 187 m Septem- 
ber. Israel said it would take back 
the rest in December, weeks after 
the start of winter. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) asked 
Israel on Sunday to include sick 
exiles in the first group to be 
returned but gave no exact num- 
ber. 


The leader of the exiles, Abdul 
Aziz A1 Rantisi, said the United 
Nations had an obligation to 
press Israel into taking the exiles 
back before the onset of winter. 

“At the time that Resolution 
799 has not been implemented, 
the Security Council and the Un- 
ited Nations have no choice but 

to speed up our return before 
winter and make sure we don't 
return to jail,” be said. ‘There is 
no law in the world that punishes 
innocent human beings twice.” 

. Security Council Resolution 
799. issued one day after the men 
were banished, demanded their 
immediate return. 

Israel was. widely condemned 
when it sent a total of 415 Palesti- 
nian men into the snows of South 
Lebanon. The expulsions 
threatened to derail the Middle 
East peace process but the exiles 
slipped from international con- 
cern. 

Israel, threatened with U.N. 
sanctions, agreed in February to 
take back 101 exiles and halve the 
expulsion period for the rest. Five 
sick exiles accepted the offer on 
health grounds. In May, Israeli 
military committee said 25 more 
could return. 

Nineteen exiles were evancated 
to Israel from the camp because 
they were ill or because the Jew- 
ish state said they were expelled 
in error. One man fled and Ms 
whereabouts are unknown. 


Dr. Rantisi said the decision to 
agree to Israel's Aug. 2 offer on 
taking back the expellees was 
forced on the men because more 
than 100 had fallen rick, the 
peace talks had resumed and the 
media had ignored their plight. 

Many of the exiles changed 
their minds after a week-long 
Israeli offensive against South 
Lebanon last month when shells 
and helicopter guns hips screamed 
over them. 

The men were expelled after 
six Israeli troopers were killed in 
the occupied territories, the 
slaying were blamed on the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad movements, to 
whom most of the exiles have 
links. Lebanon refused to admit 
Xhe men. 


Dr. Rantisi said the men suffer 
from heart and stomach ailments, 
rheumatism, diabetes and ulcers. 


He said they should be hospital- 
ised, and that the camp lacked 


needed medicines. 

An Israeli newspaper reported 
Tuesday one third of the 187 
. exiles who are expected to return 
in mid-September will be jailed. 

At least 37 will spend six 
months in “administrative deten- 
tion," a measure which requires 
no charges and is renewable, tire 
Yediot. Abaranor said, quoting 
security sources. ■ • 

Another 25 face custody while 
investigations are carried out. 


Rafsanjani to press ahead 
with economic reforms 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Presidential 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
has vowed to press ahead with his 
economic reforms despite parlia- 
ment's ouster of economics and 
finance minister Mohsen Nour- 
bakhsh, the official media re- 
ported Tuesday. 

, In a decree issued late Mon- 
day, Rafsanjani named Mr. 
Nourbakhsh to the specially cre- 
ated post of vice president for 
economic affairs. 

Mr. Rafsanjani called on Nour- 
bakhsh to help Iran “press ahead 
with the policies of economic 
reform,” according to tbe de- 
cree’s text reported here Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, newly elected 
to a second four-year term, cited 
Mr. Nourbakhsb's “proven scien- 
tific and economic skills." 

The former minister and lyn- 
chpin in Mr. Rafsan jam's slow 
free-market reform process was 
the only member of the newly- 
nominated cabinet to be rejected 
Monday by the conservative- 
dominated parliament, which has 
repeatedly voiced its concern ab- 
out the “opening up” of the 
economy. 

Mr. Nourbakhsh was attracting 
frequent . criticism from an 
alliance of Islamic conservatives, 
who want the values of the 1979 


Islamic revolution maintained, 
and Islamic radicals, who want a 
further tightening of religious 
rule. 

The conservatives accused Mr. 
Nourbakhsh of pursuing pro- 
Western policies and of "prepar- 
ing the way for the triumphal 
return of capitalism” in Iran. 

Analysts said tire vice president 
would serve as an advisor and not 
wield any real power. 

Following Mr. Nourbakhsb's 
rejection. Mr. Rafsanjani said 
Deputy Economics Minister 
Mohammad Jawad Vahadji 
would fill in as caretaker minis- 
ter. The president has two weeks 
to present an alternative candi- 
date to parliament. 

. .Mr. Nourbakhsh, who mster- 
minded Rafsanjani's reform 
programme during the presi- 
dent's first four-year term, was 
backed by only 127 of the 260 
deputies present in a confidence 
vote on a new cabinet. 

Political sources said bis 
appointment as vice president — 
a post created for the first time 
since the Islamic revolution of 
1979 which toppled the Shah, was 
more of an honorary tide and that 
Mr. Nourbakhsh would not enjoy 
vice-presidential privileges. 

Despite winning approval, 
several other appointees from the 



Hashemi Rafsaqjani 

last cabinet also faced stiff 
opposition in parliament. 

Mr. Rafeanjani, appearing in 
parliament Monday, criticised the 
deputies^ for their “unfair and 
illogical” comments against those 
ministers. . 

Mr. Nourbakhsh’s rejection 
was unexpected as the conserva- 
tives have -staunchly supported 
the government's free-market 
economic policies and were ex- 
pected to be satisfied with an 
already major cabinet reshuffle. 

Mr. Rafsanjani sacked six 
ministers in his former cabinet ‘ 
and transferred one in a com- 
promise with the conservative- • 
dominated parliament and in the 
hope of having his entire cabinet 
approved. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


American bank fined for boycotting Israel 

WASHINGTON (AP) 

Monday fined Amencan E^ess ^ ^ Arab league 

violating U.S. law prohibiong P York Bank neither , 

boycott of Israel. The depa^entsaid D tQ a $ 103 , 000 ] 

admitted nor denied the aUc ^“^S aint Bl be^e^ August 198® 
civil penalty. According to th 1 v IL 0V ided Lebanon and Omari] 

and January 1992, the tod. In addition 1 

information aboutbran^rel^sh^witn isra^ ^ 
the department alleged that on 25 cx^cms Middleton, a 
report boycott-related . ^ 

spokesman for supporting doc* 

documentation through an oversignr- laws 

M t U.S. companies and not subject to anti-boycott laws. - 

Alleged Iraq supplier’s assets to be auctioned 

cot on Ohio f API The assets of a machine tool companyshut 

supplier of Iraq's military hWjj £ 

auctioned Frida^Macrix-ChurchiU Corporation wasclosed m 
September 1990 when theivPresident George Bush "tderedafl 
Iraqi assets in the United States frozen in ncpaine ^ * 

invasion of Kuwait. Federal authorities s^dj^tra^rehfflv^ 
part of a network of Iraqi businesses arranging 
military industries. Company officials have denied any g- 
domg/The money from the auction will be placed into a baMc 
account that will remain frozen until the United NatioM detrfv 
mines whether it should be returned to the company or used fqr 
war reparations. 


Shiite dignitary dies in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Sayed Abdul A ala Sabzawari Al Mussawi/a 
senior Shiite Muslim leader, has died in Najaf, in the southor Iraq, 
Iranian Shiite authorities said. Ayatollah Mohammad Keza 001 - 
payegani, expressing his condolences in a statement reported oy 
the Iranian IRNA news agency, gave no other details about the 
death. Sheikh Sabzawari, originally from Khorassan in eastern Iran 
but who lived in Najaf, was one of the possible successors to 
Ayatollah Abul Kassem Al Khoi, the highest Shiite spiritual leader 
who died in August 1992. Tbe other possible successor, was 
Ayatollah Mohammad Sadek Al Sadr, an Iraqi who is opposed by 
Tragi Shiites living abroad. Authorities have not yet officially ^ 
named a successor to Ayatollah Khoi. 
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S. Africans aid Injured Iranian seamen 


PRETORIA (AFP) — South African navy medical personnel have 
gone on board an Iranian supertanker in the Mozambique channel 
to attend to three seriously injured seamen, a navy spokesman here 
said Tuesday. The medics were transferred from South African 
I navy replenishment sMp Outeniqua to the TT Tochnal, a 144,688r 
" tonne supertanker, Tuesday following a request for help from thp 
tanker's captain, the spokesman said. One of the seamen had 
spinal injuries and it was decided to leave the medics on board until 
the tanker readies Richards Bay. on the South African east coast, 
the spokesman said. Tbe Outeniqua is en route to Bosnia with 
humanitarian aid. 


U.N. envoy ends mission in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — A U.N. envoy ended Tuesdayy a four-day fed 
" ' * ’ J A ' — SD-millionUi 


finding mission that has paved the way for a s30-million Unite# 
Nations appeaj for aid to rebuildSouth Lebanon after last monzftV 
Israel blitz. Jan EKaSson, U.N. -.emergency relief coordinator, tola 
reporters at Beirut airport the U.N. would do its best to secure 
funds for the rebuilding programme but the Beirut government: 
should press ahead even if it did not get aid. The United Nations in 
New York plans to launch its appeal for South Lebanon based on 
x tr. Ehassoi 


Mr. Eliasson’s report. Mr. Eliasson, who held talks with top 
Lebanese officials and toured southern villages, said on Monda; 
nearly all the 300,000 villagers displaced by the fighting hai 
returned. Mr. Eliasson said the U.N. aid programme to be 
launched in about a week would be worth between $28 million and 
$30 million with almost half for rebuilding homes and the rest fa 
restoring water supplies, sanitation, agriculture and the healre 
sector. - — 

Ramos halts dispatch of troops to Somalia 

MANILA (AFP) — President Fidel Ramos Monday deferred 
sending Phwppine troops to Somalia after being told that security 1 
in the country had deteriorated. A presidential palace statemenf- 
said Foreign Affairs Secretary Roberto Romulo told Mr. Ramos* 
that the situation in the strife-torn country was “becoming mora 
volatile” and “therecan be no guarantee of ade^ute security^ 1 for 


Filipino soldiers. The Foreign Affairs and National Defence 
departments had earlier recommended the deployment to So malia 
of a Filipino contingent composed of medical ana dental personnel 


as well as a security staff “forhumanitarian. non-combatant work,’ 


the statement said. But the Ramos cabinet last month asked for a. 
“reassessment" of the political situation in Mogadishu before £ 

• m.iio I X_ll ! , , -I . £ 1 


commitment was made to sent troops following th eT bloody hunt fad. 

: arran Aideed which critics said was 


1 - 


. J 


| : 

!■ 5 


Co 


Somali warlord Mohammad Farr, , 

diverting the United Nations from its h umanitari an mission. ••J 

Relief convoys on the way to Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — A 44-truck relief convoy carrying wheat mm 
cooking ofl has left the Pakistani border town of Peshawar boumrj 
for the Afghan capital Kabul, diplomatic sources said Tuesdays ' 
‘The convoy will probably stop overnight in Jalalabad, and arriv# 
in Kabul tomorrow,” said a foreign diplomat. He said tbd 


?’\ ih 


300-odd-kilometre journey from Pakistan could not be made in one-' 
day, because of the conditi 

-J- I j ■ 


. * ition of the eastern National highway,! 

heavily damaged during the 14-year war. A 20-truck convoy otj 
petrol tankes was also reported to be on the way from the eastern 
provincial capital Jalalabad to Kabul. The convoy is believed to be 
rarrymg die first delivery of a 300,000 barrel gift of fuel from King 
rand of Saudi Arabia. If the fiiel convoy arrives safely a special 
wdcommg ceremony, presided over by the Saudi ambassador to 

Afcrhnmctan nnll 1 u .m - 
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Islami faction, is engaged .in highway robbery/^ 
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623541. 

Anglican Cbnrcta Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Cbvrch Tel. 771751. 
Amman In te r nati onal Church Tel. 
652526. 

EvangeHcal Lutheran Church Td: 
S24328. 

The Chnrch of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Salats Td. 823824. 654932 
anarch of Nazarcne Td.675691. 



USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


It will be relatively hot and and 
winds will be northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


St. Mary of Nazareth ClUttTCh Sweifieh, 
Tel. 810740 

AsscmbSa of God Omrcfa. Tel. 
63278$. 

St Joseph Chardi Td. 624590. 
Charch of tbe Anna aria rtoa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Chord) Tel. 661757 
Temaaoda Chord) Tel: 622366 
Chord) of the AanaacteWon Td. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min./Max. temp. 

21/34 

27/39 

19/36 

26/40 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 33. Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 25 per ccnr. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghazi Abu Shdkha 752405 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 756988 

Df. Fakhri Taycfa 885880 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascina pharmacy 637QS5 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

atroceaoi pharmacy 637660 

Nmroujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oana (— ) 

AlOuds pharmacy (—1 

'zAftQA: 

Dr. Hussein Mahmoud 984344 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 11 

Civjl Defence Department Grill 1 1 

n Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CMl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic POliec 896390 

Pabfic Security Department 630321 

Hotel COmphinls 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Galls ....: 010230 

Genital Amman Telephone 

Repturs .....623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ........774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

63638! 

RJ Right information 08-53200 


Uuccn Aha tnn. Airport .’ UK-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hiesdn Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Sbmckani Hospital 669131 

Univeistty Hospital 845845 

At-Miiashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al- Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

At-Bsshir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

A ttny.SMarka ................. 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital - 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hosphal .. (091900560 

Ibn Slna Ho^rital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

nfiUh 

Prineca B asra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hernial (02)272275 

Sm Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital f!)3)3MU 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) htfornudod depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08153200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 


**■3# Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10*® Jeddah (RJ) 

1®:10 Lanuca (RJ) 

UtiW Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17i3S London (RJ) 

17:55 Frankfurt (RJ) 

I** 2 ® Istanbul (RJ) 

Uk30 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) - 

1830 Boisscls. Paris (RJ) 

10:10 Montreal. Toronto l RJ) 

1*4® Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

IWO Ronw(RJ) 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

Dubai (AZ) 

"3 ==.fSKS8 

l£5 Doha (GF) 

iiS Karachi. Damascus (Pi) 

33 -Beirut (ME) 

Larroca (CY) 

^ Vienna. Lamaca (OS) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

■■■» RomcfRj) 

11.15 .... Amsterdam. New York (Rji 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

Tuns. Casablanca (RJ) 

iS? Colombo (RJ) 

a ==i^s={S8 
as ==“ A.T3SS 

33 

ZL3B Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

• mcaq 

SS 

Dubai (EM) 


Sanaa flY)" 



l** 3 ® Bahrain. Doha (GF)„- 


,1*00 ... JcddahjSS-l 

— Cairo 


1&45 .... — Karachi (H) 


MARKET prices 


Uppci/hwcr price in fib per 
■Apple ^ 

J*™** 3 440040 

oanana 680/680 

Banana (Mukammar)"""”" 620 / 620 “"J 

9 !bba 8 c 100/50 ■; 


Carrot , 


280/220.1 


nS., 

.£ 22838 — 

aS/JoS 

S2L MOOT) ^ 
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Circassians are split over 
one- person, one- vote formula 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special co the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Political opinions in 
ine Circassian community a 

'JES87 ,y w-°J aboul 45 *°o« to 

j#KJ,000 which is atloted two scats 
IP SO-scat Lower House of 
; Parliament, appear split over the 
; hewly enacted one-person, one- 
. vote formula, with 'one side view- 
ing it as an opportunity to elect 
the choice of the majority, and 
the other seeing it as a threat to 
1 national nniry. 

; . According to the 1986 Election 
. “ w * voters could choose a num- 
; ber of candidates equal to the 
. seats assigned for each consti- 
; ruency. The one-person, one- 
vote scheme, however, gives each 
. voter the right to cast only one 
vote, thus limiting the swapping 
or doubling of the weight of 
votes. 

• ^ The majority of eljgiblc voters 

* i !° Circassian community are 

. not affiliated with Jordan's legal- 
ised parties. That is why suppor- 
ters of the new formula maintain 
that one-person, one-vote would 
•• mean that a concentrating oV their 

• voting power would bring to Par- 
liament the choice of the majuritv 
rather than Islamists and other 
politically-affiliated Circassians. 

"‘The .two deputies represent- 
ing the Circassian community. 
Mansour Murad and Dawood 
•Qujuq, were not elected by us. 
l?ut by leftists and Muslim 
Brotherhood voters,” said Jaw- 


dat Nashkhoo. a Circassian jour- 
nalist. 

^ ur ’ J d' an ex-member of 
the Popular From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine JPFLP). and 
Dawood Qujuq, a Muslim 
Brotherood member, were 
elected to the two Circassian 
scats in Parliament in the 19K9 
election. Many Circassians be- 
lieve that the two deputies bene- 
fited from the votes of nun- 
G reassigns. 

Former House deputy Qujuq 
opposes the one-person, one- vote 
system and agrees that the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood and the leftists 
won the Circassian scats in the 
1989 election mainly because of 
"the non -Circassian voters.” 

In the third and fifth consti- 
tuencies. where Mrs. Murad, and 
Mr. Qujaq won their seats, each 
voter had five votes. This factor 
gave non-Ci reassigns an oppor- 
tunity to vote for Circassian 
candidates in addition to other 
candidates. Thus the strategy of 
swapping votes led to delermin- 
ing the winners. 

Mr. Qujuq told the Jordan 
Times that “with the new (one- 
person, one-vote) law political 
parties will find it difficult to win 
minority seals.” 

Ali Kassay, a Circassian scho- 
lar, supported Mr. Nashkhoo’s 
argument that it was non- 
Circassiiui voters who brought 
Murad and Qujuq to Parliament. 
He added that "the Circassians 
would have a golden opportunity 
to elect candidates from their 


own camp. " 

Those who reject the one- 
persun, onc-vute system do so on 
national grounds. They believe 
that the Circassian deputies rep- 
resent not only their community, 
but the nation os a whole. There- 
fore. they maintain, non 
Circassian voters should be eligi 
bie to elect Circassian candidates 
as well. They add that this right 
would not be possible under rhe 
one-person, one-vote formula. 

"The new law will weaken 
national unity and turn Jordan 
into ghettos with each voter seek 
ing good for his community, not 
the counrry," said Toujan Faisal, 
a Circassian and leading feminist 
who ran unsuccessfully in the 
1989 election. 

According to Ms. Faisal, the 
law win make each citizen think 
of his/her own community and 
thus open the gates wide to the 
disintegration of the Jordanian 
society. "The law will give tribes 
and clans advantages to decide 
the winners of the coming elec- 
tion and draw the future of our 
society on communal grounds; we 
should prevent them from fishing 
in troubled waters,” warned Ms. 
Faisal. 

Samir Hussein, a Circassian 
shopkeeper, believed that 
amending the current law would 
create barriers between Jorda- 
nians. “The criteria for voting 
would hccomc whether the candi- 
date belongs to my community or 
not, so community wins and Jor- 
dan suffers.” he said. 


4 ambassadors to return to base 


•» AMMAN ( Petra ) — The Cabinet 
!l Tuesday decided to transfer four 
of Jordan's ambassadors from 
. their foreign posts to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs as of Oct. l". 

They are ambassador to Egypt 
tod permanent representative to 
TFe Arab League Nabih Ai Nim- 
■ er, ambassador to China Samch 
AI Farai, Ambassador to Austra- 
lia Saad Batainch and Ambassa- 
dor to Morocco Adnan AI 
Talhouni. 

At a session, chaired by Prime 
■Minister Abdul Salam AI Mujali. 
the cabinet endorsed several re- 
vised laws, including the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade Organisa- 
tion regulation, the' Yarmouk 


University's Administrative and 
Technical Staff regulations and 
the Jordan Dentists' Health In- 
surance and Social Security Laws. 

Under the revised ministry of 
industry and trade regulation. 
Article C. regarding requests for 
organising exhibitions inside and 
outside Jordan, has been 
amended to authorise the minis- 
try to look into requests by fore- 
ign countries to hold exhibitions 
in Jordan and to approve such 
requests in accordance with the 
conditions set forth by the 
ministry'. 

Under the revised regulation of 
Yarmouk University’s adminis- 
trative and technical staff, the 


recruitment officers concerned 
will be authorised to grunt staff at 
Lhe first, second and third grades 
leave without pay for a maximum 
of two years, upon the recom- 
mendation of the dean or the 

department director, provided 
that the person requesting the 
leave has worked for the universi- 
ty for five consecutive years with- 
out interruption. 

Under the revised dentists 
health insurance and social secur- 
ity regulation, each member of 
the association must subscribe lo 
the association's health insurance 
fund, unless that doctor sub- 
scribes lo another fund. 


Poverty, mentality said to be 
behind ‘crimes of honour’ 
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By Sa’eda Kiiani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In what appears to 
£ a new "crime of honour” a 
5-year-old Jordanian shot his 
two sisters this week killing one 
and seriously injuring toother. 

' One expert on delinquent be- 
haviour blames poor education 
■and economic conditions; a 
Women's activist points the finger 
;at double standards in ethical 
■issues. 

I This week's murder, which 
;toofc place in Marka AI 
-Janoubich. involved the shooting 
of two sisieis, Muna and Sana, 24 
land 19, by their older brother. 
Security sources gave no further 
details of the murderer's motive 
except to say it “has something to 
;do with (what the brother might 
■have thought as) immoral be- 
haviour of his sisters.” 
'According to statistics arri%‘ed 
Yby the National Committee for 
Combatting Crime (NCCC), 
which was established in 1986 and 
^s composed of academicians, 
■activists, politicians and senior 
-police officers, murders commit- 
led in the name of family honour 
-rose to 34.5 per cent of all killings 
in 1985 from 22 per cent in 1977. 

: _The NCCCs study revealed 
.that motives behind such crimes 
stem from the disintegration of 
family ties and the deterioration 
jof the social infrastructure. 

; . Sociologist Sabri Rubeihat 
attributed the rise in the number 
of honour crimes in the country 
to frustration affecting people 
when facing crises, which even- 
tually lead them to perpetrate 
violent acts. He said the drastic 
socio-economic changes our soci- 
ety is facing are negatively in- 
Vflucndng people's actions, driv- 
ing them towards committing 
crimes. 


“Our rale must be that of 
investigating the real motives of 
these crimes and not the values 
themselves since these values 
(protecting the family's honour) 
were enshrined in the Arab socie- 
ty decades ago," Dr. Rubeihat 
said. “What we have to face now 
is that these crimes are reaching 
their peak because of the general 
frustration and poverty dominat- 
ing people's lives without an im- 
mediate solution at hand." 

In revolutionary terms, 
women's activist and prominent 
writer Suhair Al Tal strongly 
criticised what she saw as 
women's activists indifference to 
such " important issues, and their 
inability to shoulder responsibil- 
ity.’' 

"Tens of women are being kil- 
led in the streets — some merely 
because of doubt (that they may 
have behaved 'immorally') — 
while women's activists fail to de- 
fend these victims or protest 
against such acts,” Ms. AI Tal 
protested. She added that women 
leaders do not dare defend these 
issues out of fear of being labelled 
as “ones encouraging immoral 
acts.” 

Gting statistics gathered by 
Lama Abu Odeh. a Phd student, 
Ms. Al Tal pointed out that 30 
per cent of murders are commit- 
ted against women. She said that 
90 per cent of crimes committed 
against women suspected of hav- 
ing p re-marital affair do not have 
the basic elements of crimes 
perpetrated in state of anger, 
where murderers receive reduced 
sentences, "but they apparently 
succeed in winning their cases 
due to gaps in the law,” Ms. Al 
TaJ said. 

"It is tragic that until now 
women are being killed just be- 
cause their brothers, fathers or 
relatives suspect that they have a 


relationship with a man,” she 
said. "What is more saddening is 
that men are spared and family 
honour befalls on women only, 
though both are partners in what 
the society perceives as crimin- 
al.” 

The NCCC study also shows 
that honour crimes are mainly 
carried out by minors. Its statis- 
tics reveal that youth under the 
age of 18 years had committed 
58.9 per cent of all killings in 
Jordan between 1978 and 1985. 
According to sociologists, this is 
attributed to parental influence 
on children, using them to kill 
their sisters because they are easi- 
ly driven by their emotions. 

Apparently parents take 
advantage of the fact that minors 
do not receive the same punish- 
ment as adults. Minor convicts 
are often sent to rehabilitation 
centres for a number of years, 
where they continue their educa- 
tion and learn a profession. They 
are later released with no crimin- 
al record. 

To Dr. Rubeihat. such crimes 
(family honour) and crimes in 
general committed in the country 
are linked to poor education 
mainly and to poor economic 
conditions. 

“Most murders ore committed 
by people who had barely re- 
ceived education at the prepara- 
tory level or below and also by 
those who suffer from deep eco- 
nomic difficulties,” Dr. Rubeihat 
said. "This category of people is 
unaware of the clangers and con- 
sequences of such acts.” 

To Ms. Al Tal, it is basically 
die mentality that has to be 
changed and double standards 
used in ethical issues have to be 
eliminated “because no one has 
the right to lake another one’s life 
just because he has doubts.” 
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Haya Arts Centre to set up 20 branches 


■AMMAN (Perm) — The Haya 
Arts Centre is planning to set up 
£0 cultural branches in different 
pans of the country, especially in 
densely populated areas, and 
hopes to establish a number of 
small public libraries in order to 
encourage good reading habits 
among children, according to 
Nabih Riyal, the Centre Direc- 
tor. 

! “Already we have eight small 
tentres offering similar sen-ices 
like the Haya Arts Centre and 
these are offered free of charge, 
but this is is not enough." said 
Jt/Ir. Riyal. 

^The Haya Am Centre has 
already established 50 small lib- 
raries in ..villages and refugee 
camps along with charitable 


societies' centres, but it hopes to 
increase the number, he added. 

Founded in 1976. the Centre is 
designed to offer children the 
chance to participate in cultural 
and recreational activities consi- 
dered complementary to those at 
school or home, noted Mr. Riyal. 

Children who subscribe to the 
Centre are taught skills which 
foster a sense of national belong- 
ing and the importance of com- 
munity service, added Mr. Riyal. 

Lessons in history, protection 
of the environment, respect of 
traffic rules and road safety, 
sports and hobbies arc all encour- 
aged at the Centre, he said. 

Although the actual cost of 
each child’s participation is JD 50 
per year, the subscription fee is 


only JD 20 annually, he noted. 
The cost is subsidised by His 
Majesty King Hussein who has 
been financing the Centre’s acti- 
vities by personally donating JD 
70,000 annually, Mr. Riyal dis- 
closed. 

The Centre, he added, cooper- 
ates closely with other cultural 
centres and charitable organisa- 
tions as well as Amman Munici- 
pality, a number of schools and 
the Ministries of Culture and 
Youth in implementing its pro- 
jects. 

In cooperation with the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation (NHF). 
the Centre has created a Mobile 
Museum touring remote villages 
and displaying items featuring the 
history and culture of Jordan. 


J ° rd ! n . wms ,!U.S. officials expected to arrive 

for talks on impact of sanctions 


international 
award for 
fight 
against 
illiteracy 

AMMAN (Petraj — Jordan has 
won the 1992 international award 
for its significant achievements in 
the eradication of illiteracy. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Education Khaled 
Al Omari who said that the 
award, worth S 30,000 in cash, 
was presented by South Korea tu 
Jordan through the United’ Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 

UNESCO organised the prog- 
ramme which assessed theVfforts 
of various countries in their fight 
against illiteracy. 

Mr. Ahmad Sous, Director of 
the Ministry of Education's Adult 
Education Department said stre- 
nuous efforts over the past 30 
years have yielded very successful 
results. 

Illiteracy in Jordan stood at 
67.7 per cent in 1961, but drop- 
ped to 15.3 per cent in 1992, 
noted Mr. Sous. 

Over the past 30 years the 
ministry's adult education prog- 
rammes have provided education 
to 200,000 people in Jordan, he 
said. 

The ministry is attempting to 
eradicate illiteracy by the year 
2000, he added. 

Meanwhile, the ministry Tues- 
day opened a week-long training 
seminar on illiteracy and adult 
education in the Israeli-occupied 
Arab lands. 

The seminar, organised in 
cooperation with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's (PLO) 
Department for Higher Educa- 
tion in Amman, the Arab League 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (ALES- 
,CO) and the Islamic Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion is being attended by 27 
education supervisors working in 
the occupied territories. 

Opening the seminar, Minisrry 
Secretary General Munther Al 
Masri announced that Jordan 
plans to develop the education 
process and eliminate illiteracy 
which, he said, could fall to eight 
per cent by the end of the present 
century. 

The education system of the 
occupied Arab lands is still fol- 
lowing the Ministry of Education 
in Amman despite 1988 sever- 
ance of administrative and legal 
ties. 

Mr. Ibrahim Al Aqeb, repre- 
sentative of the ALESCO said 
that Israel was continually depriv- 
ing Palestinian people of the right 
to an education. 

If Israel aims at destroying our 
self-confidence and our culture 
driving us to further despair, frus- 
tration and loss of our culture and 
heritage, we ought to confront 
the challenge by finding new 
methods of strengthening our 
national and cultural identity, 
said Mr, Aqeb. 


Mauritanian 
foreign minister 
ends visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Maurita- 
nian' Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman 
Weld Amin Tuesday left Am- 
man at the end of a three-day 
visit to Jordan, during which 
he met with His Majesty King 
Hussein and delivered a mes- 
sage from Mauritanian Presi- 
dent Muawiyah Weld Sidi Al 
Tayi'e and held talks with 
senior Jordanian officials. 

In a departure statement, 
the Mauritanian minister 
praised the Jordanian- 
Mauritanian relations, saying 
that they are unique and reflect 
the aspirations of the lead- 
ership of both countries. 

He added that he was 
pleased to have listened to an 
evaluation of the current situa- 
tion in the region by King 
Hussein. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — An official Amer- 
ican delegation is expected to 
visii Jordan next month to re- 
view the impact of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq on 
the Kingdom's economy, official 
sources said Tuesday. 

The sources said the delega- 
tion, led by Ambassador David 
New con, was being dispatched by 
the State Department in fulfil- 
ment of a pledge made by Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
during his visit to Jordan in Au- 
gust. 

The dispatch of the delegation, 
which the sources said would 
make a "comprehensive" assess- 
ment of the Jordanian economy 


in light of the sanctions against 
Iraq, is believed to be the first 
major step that Washington 
undertakes in response to repe- 
ated Jordanian appeals. 

The mandatory sanctions, im- 
posed by tbe U.N. Security 
Council after the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, dep- 
rived Jordan of its largest trading 
partner and crippled the King- 
dom's port and transport sectors 
which used to cater mostly to 
Iraq-bound goods passing 
through the pen of Aqaba. 

Beyond that, however, is the 
direct and indirect impact of what 
Jordanian officials and shipping 
circles describe as the oversealous 
enforcement of the sanctions by 
U.S.-led warships patrolling the 
Red Sea, checking every freighter 
headed for and leaving Aqaba. 


The inspection procedures 
have led to costly delays as well as 
higher freight rates, raising costs 
in the market as well as making it 
difficult for many industries to 
maintain production on schedule. 

Mr. Christopher, after talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
Aug. 5 on the Middle East peace 
process, told a press conference 
that one of the bilateral issues 
raised during the discussions here 
was the impact on Jordan of the 
sanctions. 

The secretary indicated that 
Washington w'ould seek to ensure 
that the enforcement of the sanc- 
tions would be in an “even and 
fair” manner for Jordan. 

According to the sources, Mr. 
Newton will be accompanied by 
other officials from the Pentagon 
as well as the Treasury Depart- 


ment. 

“We expect the discussions to 
go beyond the enforcement of 
sanctions and deal with the eco- 
nomic problems that Jordan is 
facing as a result of the sanc- 
tions.” said one of the sources. 

Washington, which accused 
Jordan in "early 1992 of allowing 
contraband goods to enter Iraq, 
now says that it is satisfied with 
the Kingdom's adherence to the 
embargo. 

In his Aug. 5 comments, Mr. 
Christopher," who has written to 
the U.S. Congress that the Clin- 
ton administration takes seriously 
Jordanian assurances on enforc- 
ing the sanctions, voiced appre- 
ciation of the Kingdom's “effec- 
tive enforcement" of the embar- 
go- 


Political parties demand end to sanctions on Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
14 political parties Tuesday 
issued a statement demanding an 
end to the U.N.-imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq and called on the 
Arab countries to reestablish soli- 
darity among themselves in the 
face of common challenges. 

The statement, issued by the 
Higher Coordination Committee 
for Jordanian Political Parties, 
said the starving of the Iraqi 
people should not be viewed 
separately from the ongoing 
attempts at liquidating the 
Palestinian issue and the current 
campaign to create a climate for 
world Zionism. 

The statement, issued after a 
meeting with Saad Qasem Ham- 
moudi, Secretary General of Lhe 
Arab Popular Forces Congress 


and an accompanying delegation, 
said discussions with the delega- 
tion centred on means of ending 
differences among Arab states, 
protecting the Arab Nation's 
wealth and safeguarding Arab 
national interests. 

The statement called; 

— on all national political and 
Islamic groups to demand an end 
to the unjust embargo on Iraq 
because the starving of the Iraqi 
people is part of a plan to deprive 
the Arab Nation of food and 
culture and subject it to total 
humiliation. 

— for the need to reestablish 
genuine solidarity among honest 
Arab peoples so that they can 
face common challenges together 
and confront dangers such as 
those facing Jordan, Lebanon, 


Libya, the Palestinians, Sudan, 
Yemen and Somalia. 

— for the support of Iraq and 
its latest agreement with the Un- 
ited Nations, which allows the 
lifting of sanctions in exchange 
for Iraq's implementation of 
U.N. resolutions. 

— for promoting the Arab 
Popular Forces Congress to en- 
hance the .Arab Nation's march. 

— for organising a congress 
meeting either in Morocco or 
Arpman. 

In their statement, the secret- 
ary generals of the 14 political 
parties paid tribute to Jordan for 
its pan- Arab efforts, its demand 
for an end to the embargo on the 
people of Iraq and for its con- 
tinued support of the Palestinian 
people's intifada. 


The statement also voiced fuil 
support for His Majesty King 
Hussein's endeavours to bring 
about a general reconciliation 
among Arab states. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Hammoudi 
and his delegation met with the 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament, Ahmad Lawzi. and 
reviewed the delegation’s discus- 
sions with the leaders of Tunisia. 
Morocco and Algeria and the 
Congress's effort to reestablish 
solidarity among Arab states. 

Mr. Lawzi reiterated Jordan's 
keenness to preserve Iraq's unity 
and territorial integrity. Jordan, 
he said, stands firmly behind joint 
Arab efforts towards solidarity 
within the Arab League and in 
the implementation of its charter. 


Amateur astronomers spot 90 meteors per hour 


By Elia Nasr allah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Amateur Astronomers Society 
(JAAS) last week organised a 
camping trip to Wadi Rum to 
monitor falling meteors. What 
they saw was close to what they 
predicted, but those who ex- 
pected spectacular scenery were 
disappointed. 

Society President Khalil Qun- 
sul told the Jordan Times thar the 
meteors appeared around an 
average of 90 per hour as was 
expected, bur those astronomers 
who were awaiting major events 
like meteor storms and fireballs 
were disappointed to see hun- 
dreds rather than thousands of 
meteors. 

The team of 47 society mem- 
bers and rheir supporters and 
friends saw 541 meteors and 


numerous fireballs of fantastic 
colours on the nights of August 
11 and 12, but orher astronomers 
around the world reported many 
more, noted Mr. Qunsul. who led 
the group to the Wadi Rum 
camp. 

He said, the observation of the 
shower was interrupted by the 
lights of cars arriving at the camp 
site, the presence of the large 
noisy crowds of people disturbing 
the watchers and the bright light 
of the moon on these particular 
nights. 

Normally the meteor stream 
becomes active around the mid- 
dle of August each year, .but this 
year expected unusually intense 
activity because of the appear- 
ance of the Comet Swift around 
which the meteors revolve, noted 
Mr. QunsuL 

He said meteors which Were 
spotted at altitudes of 110 


kilometres appeared and dis- 
appeared somewhat like fire- 
works with fantastic brightness 
and different colours. 

Explaining the nature of 
meteors. Mr. Qunsul said they 
are masses of dust and gas col- 
lected together from passing com- 
ets which move very fast towards 
the earth and burn with a trail 
because of friction with the 
Earth's atmosphere. 

Fireballs are of the same nature 
but are much brighter than 
meteors and are .larger; but neith- 
er fireballs nor meteors normally 
reach the Earth. 

According to Mr. Qunsul, 
JAAS was founded in 1987 and is 
financed by contributions and 
subscriptions. It conducts lectures 
and seminars and organises star- 
gazing sessions nearly every 
week. 


Each year the society organises 
trips to various regions of Jordan 
and trains new society members 
in astronomy-related fields, 
added Mr. Qunsul. 

In September 1992 the society 
organised the first Arab Astro- 
nomers Conference in Amman, 
held in cooperation with the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

The society publishes a weekly 
gazette featuring reports on new 
discoveries and astronomy- 
related news, according to Mr. 
Qunsul. 

He'said the society plans to 
hold a series of seminars and 
training courses for teachers and 
astronomy amateurs. 

The society's headquarters are 
at the Haya Arts Centre in 
Shmeisani, where they have been 
using the centre’s facilities includ- 
ing the telescope. 


VTC centres accept new graduates 
for its various training programmes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) Tuesday said it was 
accepting secondary school 
graduates io be trained in various 
trades at its centres around the 
country. 

VTC Director Ahmad Atwan 
said students who passed Tawjihi 
examinations but were not 
accepted at universities and are 
interested in learning a trade can 
apply for a variety otprogrammes 
ranging from a few months to two 
years of training. 

Dr. Atwan said the VTC was 
working to train young citizens in 
useful trades ana assist them in 
finding employment in the local 
labour market or abroad. 

Noting that the programmes 
have been designed to suit the 
demands of the market. Dr. 
Atwan said the VTC centres offer 
training in construction work, 
weaving, knitting, leather indus- 
tries, sweet ana confectionary 
production, plastering and tiling, 
stone and marble cutting, hotel 
services, printing, auto car part 
sales, store management, among 
other trades. 

Those who receive one to lwo 
years training, said Dr. Atwan, 
enjoy two weeks annual leave, 
plus the regular public and reli- 



A. carpentry workshop at VTC training centre (file photo) 


gious feasts, and are offered the 
chance to acquire practical train- 
ing at private workshops forJD 
40 to JD 80 monthly. 

Dr. Atwan said that with the 
diploma, which is formally en- 
dorsed by the concerned govern- 
ment authorities, trainees could 


easily find employment in the 
local' market or could open a 
garage or start their own busi- 
nessr funded with loans from the 
government. 

At a meeting chaired by the 
Prime Minister late last month to 


discuss VTC requirements and 
activities. . Dr. Atwan said that 
VTC centres have already Gradu- 
ated 75,754 male and female 
trainees. The VTC has devised a 
five-year expansion plan aimed 
improvine its training facilities, 
he added - . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

6 Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Btshara Najjar al Eshbelia Art Gallery, Amra 
Shopping Centre. The paintings depict 

Jordanian-Palestinian heritage, Jordanian 
antiquities, Arab Jerusalem, rural life and 
natural scenery. 

■it Exhibition of a new collection of art works by 
Princess Wydan Ali at The Gallery, Hold 
Jordan Intercontinental. 

it Exhibition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition by Iraqi artists Mohammad Hus- 
sein Judi and Shawkat Al AJousi at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of paintings by a group of young 
Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


* Exhibition of Arabic calligraphy and paintings 
at Tareq Park in Irbid City. 

FILM 

"ir Feature film entitled "A shot in the Dark” at 
7 p.m. at the British Council (99 minutes). 

JERUSALEM FESTIVAL 

it Exhibition of paintings, posters. Palestinian 
costumes, books and other items on the Holy 
City of Jerusalem at the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation. 

* Exhibition of books on various subjects at Al 
Hashimieh Plaza, downtown Amman. 

it Seminar, in Arabic, entitled “The Novel — 
Experience and Dialogue” at 6.30 p.m. at the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

Executive secretary required for a regional office. It is 
anticipated that the successful applicant will have the 
following qualifications: 

1. Knowledge of secretarial skills. 

2. Excellent command of Arabic and English languages 
— both writing and speaking — is required. 

3. Computer skills. 

4. 2-5 years of experience. 

5.Knowledge of clearing and shipping business is preferable. 
6 University graduates, preferable. 

Interested candidates who believe they have the required 
qualifications to fill this position may send their C.V.s along with 
their expected salary no later than Aug. 25. 1993. to the attention 
ot: 

General Manager 
P.O.Box 811905 
11181, Amman-Jordan 
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New law, and after it 


THE EXPECTED happened yesterday when His 
Majesty King Hussein announced the ratification of a 
new temporary law introducing the one-person, one- 
vote system in the electoral process. The whole country 
had been preparing for the news ever since the 
dissolution of Parliament, even before, although many 
had hoped the change would and not be made, -at least 
in this wa v . In his speech, the King did give forceful 
and persuasive reasons for introducing the new 
formula to govern the Nov. 8 elections. Bnt while we 
both appreciate and support the strong argument in its 
favour we, like many others, would have liked tojsee 
the change take place in a different manner and may 
be even in a different scope altogether. To eliminate 
one feature of inequality in voting rights, only to leave 
others in place, is controversial at best, especially since 
the proposal for change was in itself originally divisive. 

Still, we live in a democratic atmosphere that allows 
for those who oppose the change in the law to contest it 
in court on strictly legal grounds. The government 
thought that it had the authority to change a part or 
the whole of the current law in the manner that it did. 
On political grounds, however. It knew the decision 
was going to face strong opposition, and nevertheless 
took it. 

When 16 registered political parties voice their 
objection to amending a basic law of the country in the 
absence of parliamentary life, there is a reason to 
believe that the next general elections will be held in 
rough political waters. But the Islamic Action Front 
flAF), which is the biggest and most organised party in 
the country, will no doubt carefully read the King's 
message, especially since the King chose tckspecifically 
address them in his speech last night. The front's 
leaders will no doubt notice the King’s call on them to 
fight the next elections in the true and tolerant spirit of 
Islam, a call that should place them under new 
pressure not to boycott the elections. This is exactly 
what should happen, for boycott and estrangement 
from the country’s mainstream political body can only 
weaken them and the country' as a whole. What all 
political parties and groups should do is strive to avoid 
interna] political crisis that might lead to a real setback 
for the democratisation process. 

There were signs last night that Islamist leaders 
were reading in the King’s address the sort of message 
that they need in order to elevate themselves and their 
people above petty politics. 

If this is indeed an accurate reading of their 
intentions, then every effort should be made to bring in 
the others towards common understanding of what is 
happening. 

The government in particular should attempt to 
regain the initiative and impress upon its opponents 
and everybody concerned the need to work together, 
for the benefit of ail and for the sake of democracy. 
The dialogue that was promised bnt never finished can 
be restarted and deepened to ensure that the elections 
will be free, fair and effective. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT the invitations to the Arab parties have been sent 
out and the 11th round of negotiations became imminent, Israel 
has resorted again to manoeuvres aimed at causing a breach in the 
united Arab stand, said Sawt A1 Shaab daily. Damascus is afraid 
that Lebanon and Israel are dose to conducing an agreement on 
the deployment of Lebanese forces in southern Lebanon to stem 
the resistance activities against the Israeli forces, said the paper. It 
said that such apprehension and suspicions created by Israel can 
weaken coordination among Arab parties involved in the peace 
talks and can cause tension between Beirut and Damascus. 
Furthermore, the Rabin government is now promoting the idea of 
pulling out Israeli forces from Jericho and Gaza as part of a deal 
with the Palestinians and a first stage in the autonomy rule in the 
occupied territories. Such a gambit said the paper, is aimed at 
causing divisions among the Palestinian people on the one hand 
and differences between the Palestinians and the other Arab 
parties on the other. The paper said that the Arab parties should 
take extra care and caution not to fall in the pits and the traps laid 
in their path by the Israeli government and ought to hold on to 
their unity. Israel is playing a dangerous game in the region and is 
being encouraged in all its actions by the U.S. administration, 
charged the daily. What Israel hopes to achieve, added the paper, 
is separate deals with individual Arab states. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily described the Arab- 
Israeli peace process as a means of pressuring not only Jordan but 
also other Arab states in the region. Tareq Masarweh said that the 
Americans are resorting to this process to serve as a lure and 
impose on the Arabs the Israeli formula of a settlement. Jordan 
was on purpose inundated by a flood -of 400,000 returning 
expatriates and its Aqaba port continues to be subjected to a 
blockade, the Iraqis are being starved and the Palestinians are 
under siege in the occupied Arab areas, said the writer. Syria is 
still on the U.S. list of states encouraging terrorism while the U.S. 
Congress is demanding a pull out of Syrian rather than Israeli 
forces ftv-n Lebanon, added the writer. For its part, Lebanon 
continues to face occupation of its southern regions and is being 
threatened by American and Israeli statements warning of further 
Israeli ag£ ssion, said the writer. He said that all the Americans 
and their allies are doing has one objective: to serve the Zionist 
purpose. He said that the countries of this region are used to poor 
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withstand poverty for years, but would not give in 
coercion. 


Winners, losers and lessons learnt 


from the latest Palestinian crisis 


From Daoud Kuttab 
in Occupied Jerusalem 

Special to the Jordan Times 


THE WEEK-long battle in 
Tunis between senior members 
of the Palestinian delegation to 
the peace talks and the PLO 
leadership has produced win- 
ners and losers. While the res- 
ignations of Faisal Husseini, 
Han an Ashrawi and Saeb Era- 
kat were rejected by the PLO's 
Executive Committee, this 
daring manoeuvre, by the lead- 
ership in the occupied territor- 
ies will have its effects on the 
Palestinian national movement 
for some time to come. 


The winners 


1. The PLO. By far, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion came out of this crisis in 
much better shape than it did 
going into it. The PLO, most 
clearly in its Executive Com- 
mittee: succeeded in contain- 
ing the problem over the res- 
ignations and turning it around 
on its own favour. The fact that 
the three handed their resigna- 
tion to the PLO is in itself the 
best proof as to the power and 
place of the PLO as the repre- 
sentative body of all Palesti- 
nians. The PLO also succeeded 
in giving the appearance of 
flexibility to the West and 
Israel while still retaining full 
and loyal support of the often 
rebellious and more hardline 
delegation. The best proof of 


the PLO's victory is the fact 
that the Israeli government 
accepted to deal with a clearly 
PLO delegation without any 
compromises made by the 
Palestinian side. 

2. The three senior dele- 
gates. Mr. Husseini, Mrs. 
Ashrawi and Mr. Erakat made 
a high risk political gamble and 
it paid off. The PLO could 
have accepted their resignation- 
and they would have been out. 
Instead, they succeeded to im- 
prove their standings with the 
Palestinian public and at the 
same time gained full support 
of the PLO. The Tunis-based 
leadership has seen that they 
have political guts and is un- 
likely to cross their path again 
or try to bypass them. 

The crisis clearly showed 
■that they are tougher in nego- 
tiations than the Tunis lead- 
ership, something which gives 
them high marks with the West' 
Bank and Gaza population. 
They also succeeded to neut- 
ralise and weaken Haidar 
Abdul Shaft whose repeated 
tough stand was making them 
look weak politically as they 
followed PLO directives which 
Mr. Abdul Shafi at times chose 
to avoid. And unlike Mr. 
Abdul Shafi, the three were 
careful not to attack or criticise 
the PLO; yet, when, push 
came to shove, they proved 
that they had more courage 
than Mr. Abdul Shafi who, 
despite his criticism, has 


fused to offer his resignation. 

3. The occupied territories. 
While the struggle in Tunis 
wasn't exactly between the in- 
side and the outside, to a cer- 
tain degree what angered many 
was the fact that the leaders in 
the occupied territories were 
ignored and bypassed when an 
important document to be 
given to Secretary Christopher 
was being considered. The suc- 
cess of the senior delegates and 
the formation of the leadership 
committee with seven mem- 
bers from the occupied terri- 
tories is a sure victory for the 
inside. As Mr. Husseini said in 
his Erst press conference after 
returning, “we were attending 
the meetings every now and 
then, now we are permanent 
members." 

This victory for the occupied 
territories will give local lead-, 
ers much more say in local 
decisions. Already a decision 
to create local bodies to deal 
with local issues is a clear 
success for the occupied terri- 
tories. 


The losers 


1. Egypt. The Egyptian gov- 
ernment has tried extra hard in 
recent months to show their 
American allies that they can 
deliver the Palestinians. To a 
large degree, the main reason 
for the resignations was the 
interference of the Egyptians 
in Palestinian affairs. The over 
zealousness of the Egyptians in 


their attempts to present senior 
U.S. officials with Palestinian 
papers that were pleasing to 
American eyes backfired. Not 
only were the two documents 
that Egypt gave the Americans 
altered before being officially 
presented by the delegation, 
but the entire team of PLO 
officials headed by Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) lost out in 
this battle in favour of the 
leaders of the occupied terri- 
tories. The Egyptian loss also 
hurts the status of the PLO's 
ambassador to Egypt, Said 
Kamal, (who many sarcastical- 
ly say is Egypt's ambassador to 
the PLO). 

2. Opposition within the 
mainstream. When the res- 
ignations became public know- 
ledge, a number or Palestinians 
in . the occupied territories 
opened their mouths to criti- ' 
rise the senior Palestinian lead- 
ers. Private and public attacks 
were made by politically hun- 
gry individuals whose motives 
were very transparent. They 
took a gamble and it backfired 
in their faces when the PLO 
rejected the resignations and 
declared support for Mr. Hus- 
seini and company. 

3. The U.S. and Israel. The 
crisis in the Palestinian side 
over the resignation sent a 
clear message to the Amer- 
icans and Israel, if you push 
the Palestinian side extra hard, 
you will end up without a 
delegation in the occupied ter- 


ritories and only the PLO 'to 
talk to. The message that this 
crisis sent was not only thatuie 
PLO can be more flexible than 
the leaders in the occupied 
territories, but that any deal 
which will not satisfy the mini- 
mum aspirations of the Palesb- 
nian public at large wifi fail- 

Neither winners nor losers 


While some of the winner 
and losers are dearly identifi- 
able, it is hard to predict where 
others stand. Time will tel!_ if 
the following were in fact win- 
ners or losers or if their status 
remained unchanged. 

1. Haidar Abdul Shan: 
While the public statements of 
the head of the Palestinian 
delegation has made him the 
darling of the hard-liners 
among the Palestinian public, 
his attitude during this crisis 
left many people unimpressed. 
Mr. Abdul Shaft's refusal to 
join in submitting his resigna- 
tion despite his repeatedly cri- 
tical stand of the PLO showed 
'‘‘him to be less a man of princi- 
ples than be had -been viewed 
by many. But at the same time, 
it is wrong to say he lost in this 
round. He remains the head of 
the delegation, he is part of the 
new leadership committee that 
was formed and his honesty 
can be credited for the courage 
of many others to be critical of 
the PLO. 

2. Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen): Again it is .hard to 


judge whether he is a winner or 
loser. His involvement in the 
Egyptian document certainly 
hurt him and so has the fact 
that the committee he beaded 
was dissolved, but the fact re- 
mains that with only a f m 
minor changes the statement 
he drafted has been accepted 
by the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee and the disgruntled de- 
legates as the official Palesti- 
nian position. He has also been 
included in a very senior capac- 
ity regarding the leadership 
committee which will steer the 
negotiations from now ooj so, 
at least on paper, his losses 
seem to balance out bis gains. 

3. Yaser Arafat: The Pulit- 
zer winning American journal- 
ist Thomas Friedman once cal- 
led him the teflon guerrilla; 
nothing seems to stick to him. 
He succeeded to manoeuvre 
himself out of a vary difficult 
and embarrassing situation 
with flying colours. While thej, 
fiasco over the more moderate:/ 
PLO document could have 
hurt him, he succeeded in turn- 
ing this problem into a victoiy 
as he forced the Israelis to deal 
with a PLO delegation and at 
the same time sent the dis- 
grunted delegates back to the 
occupied territories feeling 
that they have won. The fact is 
' that he remains in control and 
while it is difficult to say he 
came out of this crisis a dear 
winner, he certainly didn't lose 
anything. 
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Sarajevo — great powers play out the tragedy again 




By William Pfaff 


‘ PARIS — A year and a half ago, 
it was possible to argue that the 
siege of Sarajevo was not “a new 
Sarajevo." Unlike in 1914, the 
great powers were not interested 
parties. It was a domestic 
tragedy, of interest ro a larger 
world because of the Serbs’ omi- 
nous defiance of the prindples of 
postwar European order, but 
only for that reason. It no longer 
is possible to defend this position. 

The events symbolised by the 
siege of. Sarajevo have now be- 
come of a scale that may in the 
end bear comparison with .those 
of Sarajevo 1914. Then, the Serb- 
inspired assassination of the 
Archduke Frands Ferdinand re- 
sulted in the destruction of the 
Hapsburg, Ottoman. Hohenzol- 
tem and Czarist empires, and the 
replacement of the bourgeois 
dvilisation and order of Europe 
as it had been by a new order of 
apocalyptic political movements, 
racism, class warfare, economic 
crisis and genodde. 

What Sarajevo 1993 is accom- 
plishing is the destruction of 
another order, that of western 
Europe since 1945. It is produc- 
ing an end to the Atlantic 
alliance, the moral as well as 
political-military accord that for 
four decades has guaranteed in- 
ternational order. 

The Balkan crisis has set 
France against Germany, Britain 
against both, and the United 
States against all. Consequently, 
the smaller powers that had com- 
mitted themselves to European 
union and Atlantic security are 
becoming demoralised. The game 
of blame has been launched. 


The project of a common fore- 
ign and security policy for Europe 
has been revealed to be a sinsiter 
charade, sinister because the idea 
that there should be a single 
policy has rationalised the failure 
of the European governments to 
assume individual responsibility 
for dealing with Yugoslavia. 

France's constant demand for a 
sovereign Europe has been made 
to seem grotesque by Europe’s 
incompetence in dealing with in- 
ternal European aggression. 
France's claim to policy auton- 
omy, promulgated by Charles de 
Gaulle and since defended by 


every major French political fi- 
gure. has been shown to be 
empty. 

Today, France could reason- 
ably be argued to be the second- 
most-powerful nation In the 
world, the major industrial state 
that, next to the United States, 
possesses important military 
forces that it is politically capable 
of employing in foreign opera- 
tions. But Paris subordinated it- 
self entirely to the divided will of 
the European Community mem- 
bers, then to the inherent 
obfuscations of the U.N. Security 
Council anij the operational in- 
competence of the U.N. system, 
and finally to President Bill Clin- 
ton. What is ihe.point of its proud 
regiments, its Foreign Legion, its 
nuclear aircraft carriers, its glo- 
rious military displays each Julv 
14? 

Europe has earned the con- 
tempt of Americans by its be- 
haviour on Bosnia, producing a 
U.S. alienation from western 
Europe that will last and be 
damaging to both parties. 

The conduct of the United 
States, which fears commitment, 
has been inglorious as well. It has 
ignored until too late the implica- 
tions of aggression ahd ethnic 
puigeln ex-Yugoslavia. Washing- 
ton, has correctly insisted, howev- 
er, that the crisis directly 
threatens Europe, not the United 
States, and that dealing with it 
has been primarily Europe’s re- 
sponsibility. 

When the Clinton administra- 
tion finally attempted to inter- 
vene in the crisis, it was blocked 
from doing so, principally by the 
French and the British. The two 
have a plausible reason for ob- 
jecting to a military intervention 
that would have made their 
peacekeeping and humanitarian 
forces the object of Serb repris- 
als. They had a right to criticise 
the American insistence that 
others take all the risks of ground 
operations. 

Still, they are responsible foT 
the fact that Europe has now 
moved from a position that said 
that nothing could be done in the 
conflict without American lead- 
ership to a position that rejects 
American leadership while 
Europe does nothing. 

Western Europe had already 
presented Americans with a 
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spectacle of economic difficulty, 
confusion and protectionism; a 
monetary union in crisis; a Maas- 
tricht treaty fiasco; a German 
failure to integrate East Ger- 
many, and a Community practic- 
ing a self-interested policy with 
respect to 'the struggling East 
European economies. Now 
appeasement of aggression in the 
-former Yugoslavia and ratifica- 
tion of the results of ethnic 
cleansing have been added to that 
picture. 

The Clinton administration 
came into office in January with a 
Pacific bias. The Clinton genera-, 
tion’s experience is not of world 
war and Atlantic construction but 
of the Vietnam war. the dynamic 
development of Japan and the 
other East Asian economies, and 
of the demographic shift in the 
United States, where the Asian 
population has soared. 


This administration intends to 
reduce U.S. military and political 
engagement abroad. This was to 
have meant a gradual and limited 
disengagement from Europe, in 
which the responsibility for pan- 
European order would have been 
assumed by the developing, in- 
stitutions of a united Europe. As 
a consequence- of what now has 
happened, one must assume that 
there will be a rapid disengage- 
ment, which is unlikely to prove 
limited. 

Europe has made itself again, 
in American eyes, what it was to 
Woodrow Wilson in 1916: a place 
of “power politics” and 
"jealousies and rivalries” from 
which a prudent America guards 
its distance. That it ended as it- 
actually did for Wilson’s America 
adds to the poignancy of the 
situation today — International 
Herald Tribune. 


Pope finds things to condemn, praise in U.S. 


By Victor L. Simpson 

77ie .Associated Press 


DENVER — The man from the 
East made a pilgrimage to the 
West and worried about what he 


saw. 

In four days in the United 
States. Pope John Paul II used 
some of the strongest language of 
his 15-year papacy to denounce 
what he sees as threats to society, 
principally what he called a "cul- 
ture of death." 

His specific targets were abor- 
tion. euthanasia, sexual liberty, 
pornography, street violence and 
drug and alcohol abuse. 

It wasn’t all criticism..The Pope 
and Vatican officials praised 
American Catholics for their so- 
cial commitment and for the 
steady growth of the 58-million* 
member church. 

And the Pope and President 
Clinton, who met Thursday, 


seemed to share a vision on the 
role the United States should play 
in the world because of its "pri- 
vileged" position, as the Pope put 
it. 

But the Pope worried that 
Americans in the pursuit of liber- 
ty had lost sight of right and 
wrong. 

"America needs much prayer 
— lest it lose its soul.” he said in a 
bleak summation of the spiritual 
state of the country- 

Much of this thinking might 
well be a preview of a long- 
delayed encyclical that will 
address the spiritual state of 
Catholics. The document, due 
out this year, is expected to say 
there are certain church princi- 
ples that must be accepted with- 
out debate. 

It may not specifically raise 
such issues as the ban on con- 
traception, the refusal to permit 
women to be ordained as priests, 
and the celibacy requirement for 


the male clergy, which have 
raised debate among American 
Catholics. 

But the document is expected 
to sharpen the lines of opposition 
within the church, at least during 
the papacy of Pope John Paul II. 


The idea that there are no 
absolute truths and each person 
can build a private system of 
values is sharply contested by the 
Pope, as he told young people at 
a prayer vigil Saturday night. 


"In a culture which holds that 
no universally valid truths are 
possible, nothing is absolute.” he 
said. "Therefore, in the end, they 
say, objective goodness and evil 
no longer really matter. Good 
comes to mean what is pleasing or 
useful at a particular moment. 
Evil means what contradicts our 
subjective wishes.” 

He hammered away at the 
point again Sunday, lamenting 
that in much of modern society 


“any reference to a law guaran- 
teed by the creator is absent. 
OThere remains only each indi- 
vidual's choice of this or that 
objective as convenient or useful 
in a given set of circumstances,” 
he told an estimated 330,000 
young people at a mass marking 
World Youth Day. 

His vision is clearly coloured by 
his Polish background' and his 
having lived as a young man 
under a Nazi occupation and then 
communist rule. 

As a cleric in overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic Poland, he bat- 
tled for church freedom. After his 
election as Pope in 1978, his 
message spread across then 
Soviet-dominated Eastern 
Europe. 

But as much as he railed 
against one form of oppression, 
the Pope also is bent on attacking 
consumer-driven societies in the 
West. He views them as another 
form of oppression. 
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King says change constitutional necessity 


(Contiuicd from f wgc !) 



text of the constitution and the 
NatioaJ Charter. so that Jorda- 
nians can move rapidly towards 
the well-being and the glory of 
the nation. I would like to remind 
you of what I said when I addres- 
sed the national congress of the 
National Charter Crowding im- 
pedes. 

Dear-brothers, 

In our effort for a better tomor- 
row, the. past four years have had 
some positive as well as some 
negative aspects. We arc now on 
the threshold of new elections for 
o new parliament, which we hope 
will shoulder its responsibilities, 
at a critical time, both regionally 
and internationally. Every stage 
is but a new addition to an ever 
stronger edifice. Your awareness 
or and dedication to achieving 
what is good for the country and 
for future generations is central 
to this effort. Solidarity among 
yourselves, as well as your con- 
tinuing hard work, loyalty, and 
sincere patriotism and national- 
ism are all prerequisites to suc- 
cess. For failure, God forbid, will 
not only mean the collapse of our 
hopes, but it will expose this 
steadfast Arab country to extinc- 
tion and oblivion. This would 
result in the success of the ene- 
mies of life and justice and it 
would mean that Jordan. God 
forbid, has {ailed the Arab indi- 
vidual in the Arab World. It 
would also mean that Jordan 
cannot be considered a reliable 
model for the nation as a whole 
with regard to its aspirations, 
capabilities and potential. This is 
the only path that Jordan should 
safely follow if it is to prove that it 
is a living nation. 

This is the challenge we face. I 
speak to all of the voters among 
you to say that the Constitution 
has rendered you all equal in 
rights as well as duties. I remind 
you that the outgoing parliament, 
whose work is appreciated, was in 
fact elected on the basis of a 
temporary law. In my letter, 
accepting the resignation of the 


first government in the life of that 
parliament. I cautioned that the 
electoral law requires attention, 
so that the voter — man or 
woman — will have the oppor- 
tunity to vote for one candidate. 
Only the voter can determine 
who is best suited to represent 
him/her and express his/her 
views. It is well-known thar the 
relevant constitutional article 
states that all Jordanians are 
equal regarding their duties and 
rights. When I referred to the 
temporary law on the basis of 
which the elections were held. ! 
realised that this required a solu- 
tion. We always look forward. As 
someone who took an oath, forty 
years ago, to respect the Constitu- 
tion and serve the nation, ! real- 
ise that a mistake cannot be dealt 
with by silence and indifference 
when its meaning and spirit be- 
come apparent. 

Accordingly, we have endorsed 
a new temporary law stipulating 
an amendment to the election law 
submitted by my government, 
which is charged with holding 
free elections in this country 
under my guidance and supervi- 
sion. 1 am honoured to shoulder 
my constitutional responsibility 
towards the three authorities: 
The legislative, the executive and 
the judiciary. The new temporary 
law entitles the electorate to cast 
one vote for one candidate in the 
new Lower House of Parliament. 
I have taken into consideration 
the necessity of limiting the 
amendment to the Election Law 
to this aspect, at this delicate 
stage, due to my belief that any 
other amendment that aims at 
linking the number of the electo- 
rate in a constituency and render- 
ing it equal to that of another 
would mean depriving larger 
pans of the country of (he right to 
effective parliamentary repre- 
sentation, which is necessary to 
improve their conditions, to en- 
sure equal distribution in Jor- 
dan's comprehensive develop- 
ment. This is in addition to the 
fact that the regional political 


PLO crisis part of problem 




* 

.<£• 
lie* . 

I 


die >r 


; L - in* n 


1#^ ■ 


* * tit? 


,.0-Kt ; 




(Continued from page 1) 


stages of Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations. 

These fears were further 
confirmed when Americain 
officials bluntly told "the 
Palestinians that neither 242 
nor the letters of assurances 
were enforceable. 

Initially the PLO leadership 
publicly rejected to deal with 
the American proposal. But, 
behind the scenes, the lead- 
ership, or at least some mem- 
bers of it, had immediately 
started negotiations through 
British and Egyptian channels 
to find a common ground be- 
tween the American proposal 
and the Palestinian position. 

According to interviews with 
a number of senior Palestinian 
officials — both supporters and 
opponents of the peace process 
— the chief PLO coordinator 
of the peace process. Dr. Nabil 
Shaath, and Mr. Husseini met 
with British Foreign Minister 
Douglas Hurd in London im- 
mediately after the tenth round 
of talks. 

During that meeting Mr. 
Hurd suggested that the 
Palestinians deal with the 
American paper by presenting 
modifications instead of an 
outright rejection of the prop- 
osal. 

The sources told the Jordan 
Times that specific ideas were 
discussed with Mr. Hurd, 
which later appeared in the 
Palestinian response. "The 
first draft was based on that 
discussion with Hurd,' 1 said 
one PLO official. 

Later on Mr. Husseini flew 
back to Washington and met 
with American officials. 
Accounts about the position 
that Mr. Husseini conveyed, 
allegedly to Mr. Christopher, 
are ambiguous. 

Some officials say that Mr. 
Husseini had actually started 
negotiating the American 
proposal with the Americans 
shortly after the London talks, 
others, including other nego- 
tiators, maintain that he clearly 
told the U.S. officials that the 
leadership did not consider the 
American paper to constitute 
an adequate basis for the nego- 
tiations. 

The fundamental points in 
the official draft was finally 
formulated in Cairo by Mr. 
Abbas and Dr. Shaath. Some 
PLO officials maintain that 
Egyptian officials, including 
Osama A1 Baz and Amr Musa, 
also took part in drafting the 
document. 

It was after formulating the 
draft that die PLO officials 
showed it to Mr. Husseini, who 
was visiting Cairo. Some PLO 
officials claim that Mr. Hus- 
seini was given a copy and 
asked to consult with Ins col* 
leagues over it. The revelations 
gave way to speculation 1 
bordering on accusations that 
Mr. Husseini deliberately did 
not show the document to his 


colleagues. The significance of 
this incident is that it had 
created a feeling among the 
delegation that the "indi- 
vidualistic pattern” in the PLO 
leadership was being emulated 
in the delegation. 

But perhaps the most signifi- 
cant implication of the epi- 
sode, judging by public state- 
ments of a number of nego- 
tiators. is that it revealed that 
most of the delegation mem- 
bers have strong reservations, 
if not total opposition, to the 
current Palestinian policy and 
that differences could develop 
into an outright rift within the 
delegation. 

Yet despite their political 
opposition, the majority of the 
delegation members refused to 
join Mr. Husseini, Dr. Ashra- 
wi and Dr. Erekat in submit- 
ting a collective resignation 
mainly because they viewed 
the move as part of a power 
game and did not believe that 
there were serious, if any. dif- 
ferences, between the lead- 
ership and Mr. Husseini. 

Regardless of the reasons 
why Mr. Husseini wanted to 
resign, both Dr. Ashrawi and 
Dr. Erekat, according to the 
arguments they put forward at 
the Tunis meeting, expressed 
serious concerns (apparently 
shared by all of the nego- 
tiators) about being used as a 
tool to make unpopular con- 
cessions and at the same time 
not even raking part in 
decision-making. 

Dr. Ashrawi challenged the 
PLO leadership to lay down 
the PLO strategy to the delega- 
tion and strongly protested 
against the organisation's using 
other channels, mainly Egypt, 
to communicate and negotiate 
with the U.S. over the head of 
the delegation. 

Some PLO officials believe 
that some leading members of 
the delegation are alarmed by 
prospects of direct negotiations 
between Israel and the PLO. 
But even if the delegation's 
reservations about the PLO's 
constant attempts to negotiate 
with the U.S. through Egypt 
do, to a certain extent, reflect a 
power struggle, there is wide 
discontent within the PLO and 
the delegation against the lead- 
ership’s growing reliance on 
consultations with Cairo which 
usually argues in favour of 
U.S. policies. 

It is unclear how far the 
debate, which seems to be 
more serious and sharper in 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, will influence the Palesti- 
nian negotiating position. 

But most Palestinian offi- 
cials and analysts expect the 
opposition from inside the de- 
legation and outside to focus 
on making sure that the 
Palestinians are not dragged 
into accepting the Israeli- 
inspired early empowerment 
plan, which involves transfer of 
functions and docs not ack- 
nowledge Palestinian territo- 
rial jurisdiction. 


situation is not yet stable, which 
would affect the status of Jordan 
and Jordanians irrespective of 
their origins. Therefore, the elec- 
toral districts will remain un- 
changed during the upcoming 
genera) parliamentary elections. 1 
wuuld like to emphasise that my 
government and 1, as a father and 
a brother to each citizen, that we 
do not support one side over 
another. 1 call upon you all to 
realise that the Arab Hashemite 
Hussein, who has been honoured 
by God. to belong to the family of 
the Prophet Mohammad Bin 
Abdullah, peace be upon him, is 
above all worldly titles and posi- 
tions. I am concerned with safe- 
guarding the unity of the country; 
I am also most concerned about 
our sons, some of whom have 
been chosen to belong to a front, 
which they have named, the Isla- 
mic Front. What I wish for (hem 
and from them is that they truly 
practise their historic responsibi- 
lities in striving to live up to (he 
name they have chosen, and to 
proceed, with God's help towards 
true Islam, in fulfillment of their 
spiritual and worldly duties, and 
in the defence of (hat which is 
most precious to us against 
attempts to undermine and dis- 
tort Islam from within the Islamic 
Ummah and from without. This 
duty shall be done through prog- 
ressing towards Islam for the 
glory of the best of peoples, 
evolved for mankind. And in 
proof of (he truth that Islam is the 
true religion for the faithful be- 
lievers in Allah, the pure, the 
righteous and good. This is what 
is needed for their existence, at 
every time and in every place. 

I call upon my brothers to 
appreciate the meaning of success 
or failure that presents itself in 
our question which would affect 
the future of our nation, and the 
future of man whom God has 
honoured. Thus, I urge them to 
be loyal and 10 work sincerely. 
They have contributed in drafting 
the National Charter and the 
development of the country 
alongside all citizens, Muslims 
and Christians alike. 

Fellow free Jordanians, 

As 1 address you all. members 
of our one family, and each and 
every voter. I believe that it is the 
time for you all to realise that I 
am working with you and for you. 
Do not fail yourselves and do not 
fail me. You should prove that 
you understand the significance 
of yourresponsibilities. not only 
towards yourselves, but also to- 
wards Jordan, the nation, the 
future and destiny. You' should 
look into your matters thorough- 
ly, and then proceed forward to 
elect, to our new parliament, the 
best the country has to offer. 

I pray to God to grant you 
.success in choosing to this new 
parliament — after thorough and 
objective review — only those 
among you who are well known 
for their honesty, purity, and true 
loyalty to God and the nation. Do 
not be misled by the rigid symbols 
which are incapable of supporting 
and enriching the progress of the 


nation. So elect to this new par- 
liament representatives who re- 
flect your true selves as I have 
known you: Sincere, loyal, hon- 
est and capable of excelling and 
giving. These representatives 
should be worthy of shouldering 
the responsibility of representing 
you to be able to bravely face 
what lies ahead wirh courage and 
awareness and full concern for 
your interests and the interests of 
generations to come. 

FeOow Jordanians, 

We started this nation's de- 
velopment with tolerance and 
Shura and we continue to tread 
on the same path today. Demo- 
cracy in Jordan has become an 
example and a model, a blessed, 
tree deep-rooted in this beloved 
Arab land, with its branches 
reaching towards the horizon of 
the great homeland. Let us move 
forward and shoulder our respon- 
sibilities, and go forth to the 
nation with the great call for 
freedom, unity and human rights, 
and let each one of us take 
responsibility for the protection 
of our chosen path against the 
danger of the greedy, the fearful 
and (he hypocrites. We arc on the 
threshold of two great issues: To 
complete the building of (he un- 
ited democratic Arab Jordan, and 
to rebuild the pan-Arab cause, 
embodied in the Great Arab Re- 
volt in a new and modern con- 
text. Do not fail to exercise your 
right to vote. 1 shall ensure the 
integrity and honesty of (he elec- 
tions that will be the model for 
the trust that unites us: A trusi in 
the inevitability of the victory of 
justice and the dawning of a new 
nation, with our awareness of our 
historic responsibilities and in our 
efforts to fulfil our duties in this 
nation which grows with every 
challenge, and whose people nev- 
er bow to anyone but God. With 
God's help they will prevail in the 
face of the enemies of democra- 
cy. These enemies who fight 
democracy in democracy’s name, 
and insist, although they be few, 
upon curtailing life in us. This is 
insolence on their part, a doubt- 
ing of the path of our progress, a 
distortion of facts, a destruction 
of the edifice, with a negative 
outlook and pessimism in their 
vision, they have, therefore, be- 
come preachers of despair and 
instruments of frustration. So 
prove to them that you are stron- 
ger with the justice that you will 
uphold together with the dignity 
of macr and future generations. 
With God's blessings: "It is pan 
of the mercy of Allah that thou 
dost deal gently with them. Wert 
thou severe or harsh-hearted, 
they would have broken away 
from thee: So pass over (their 
faults), and ask for (Allah's) for- 
giveness for them; and consult 
them in affairs (of moment). 
Then, when thou hast taken a 
decision, put thy trust (in Him)." 
May the Almighty grant you suc- 
cess, and set you on the right 
path, for the Almighty is the 
ultimate protector and helper. 

Peace be upon you and Cod’s 
mercy and blessings- 


Opponents may take issue to court 


(Continued from page 1) 


the Jordan Times after the 
news of the change was 
announced, said that this gov- 
ernment “is not qualified to 
administer the elections and 
should have resigned” before 
taking such a step. 

A spokesman for the 1AF 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said his group wilt 
work wirh the opposition to 
adopt a united position on 
whether to boycott the elec- 
tions. 

"We will continue contacts 
with other political forces and 
adopt a joint position that we 
consider to be beneficial to the 
country" he said. 

“The lAF.will be pan of the 
decision reached by the 
nationalist forces," he said, be- 
fore His Majesty the King deli- 
vered his speech to the nation. 

Other IAF sources tok) the 
Jordan Times that the front's 
16-member political office, the 


highest authority of the front, 
held a meeting Monday night 
during which at least seven 
members, led by former 
Speaker of the Lower House 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, ‘sup- 
ported boycotting the elections 
if a new law was introduced. 

"Had there been a dialogue 
(on the need for change), 
which respected the people 
and institutions of Jordan, 
most people would have 
accepted the result with open 
minds," a senior IAF source 
said. “First, it was promised 
that a dialogue would precede 
the decision. That promise 
never materialised and all of a 
sudden the (Lower) House was 
dissolved. Is this democracy?" 

Early reports, however, in- 
dicated that the moderates 
among IAF leaders may have 
been positively influenced by 
the King's address and special 
emphasis on the LAFs “histor- 
ic responsibility" to rise up to 
the name they bad chosen for 
their party. 


A source close to IAF think- 
ing said that several IAF mod- 
erates were “influenced posi- 
■lively" by the King's plea for 
"assessing the meaning of suc- 
cess or failure of our march." 
The source said that the IAF 
may choose to take up the 
responsibility placed upon it by 
the King and "avoid a con- 
frontation over the law". 

“The King's clear allusion to 
outside pressures on the IGng- 
dom may also moderate the 
front's next move,” the source 
added. 

But while the opposition to 
the change had made its posi- 
tion dear, proponents of the 
one-person, one-vote system 
were equally convinced that 
the change has more advan- 
tages than disadvantages. 

A former deputy and 
Cabinet minister said he be- 
lieved that the change win 
make the voter more conscious 
of the value of bis or her vote. 

"In the old law people used 
to vote indiscriminately." he 


said. “The change, however, 
will force the voter to think, 
consider and weigh out his or 
her choice because his or her 
vote is now more precious." 

The former minister and 
others who support the new 
law believe that the opposition 
to the change is triggered 
mainly by "personal interests'* 
of the opponents. "They will 
all be affected negatively by 
the change and that is why they 
.are working against it." the 
former deputy said. 

But the proponents did not 
spare the government from cri- 
ticism either. "The govern- 
ment was indecisive and did 
not explain the reasoning be- 
hind the change to the public 
properly." said a supporter of 
the one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem. "Now it has no choice but 
to realise its failure and work 
on all fronts to explain the new 
law and its effects so that the 
public would be fully aware of 
what is happening.” 


Resistance 

(Continued from page 1) 

The presidents of Syria and 
Lebanon have agreed that the 
Middle East peace process needs 
to be put on track, Syrian news 
reports said Tuesday. 

In a meeting Monday, Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad and 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
‘‘expressed keenness about the 
Middle East process," Syrian 
state television said. 

Syrian Television said Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Hrawi coordin- 
ated tbeir own countries* joint 
stance for the next round with 
Israel. SANA said they agreed 
that the peace process needs to be 
put on a track that can lead to 
comprehensive peace in (he re- 
gion. 


Libya ready 

(Continued from page 1) 

April 15, 1992. 

The sanctions include an air 
and miliiary embargo and the 
three Western countries said they 
planned to step up the measures 
by including the oil. financial and 
technological sectors. 

The Libyan minister said Li- 
byan and British officials had met 
two weeks ago in Cairo and that 
his country had conveyed "all 
data requested by London" but 
gave ho other details. 

British and Libyan officials met 
in 1992 first tn Geneva then in 
Cairo when Libya shared in- 
formation it had on the Irish 
Republican Army, which it had 
backed in the 1970s and early 
1980s. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was travelling to Libya 
Tuesday to meet Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi about the 
latest Libyan crisis with the Wes(. 

The president's trip follows 
Libya's rejection of the new de- 
mands by the United States. Bri- 
tain and France. 
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Amendment affects two articles 
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And since the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) is by far the most 
organised political party in the 
country, observers say it was 
the big winner under' the old 
electoral system and would be 
the big loser under the new 
one. 

"It is only a matter of time 
before political parties are 
organised into one. two. three 
or four parries encompassing 
well-studied and convincing 
programme ... so that Jorda- 
nians can move rapidly to- 
wards the will-being of their 
nation," King Hussein said in a 
televised speech Tuesday. 

The IAF, by virtue of its 
high organisational structure, 
had an edge over other newly 
licensed political groups. The 
one person, one-vote system 
denies the front one of the 
major mechanisms through 
which it tapped its ability to 
organise its supporters and 
election strategy. 

The front, which fiercely 
opposed the expected change 
before it was announced, has 
felt targetted by the change, 
which it had earlier said would 
be tailored to weaken its per- 
formance in the elections for 
the I2th Parliament on Nov. 8. 

In the 1989 elections, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which 
will contest the next elections 
on the IAF ticket, won 23 seats 
in the 80-member Lower 
House of Parliament. Obser- 
vers say the number was dis- 


proportionate to the actual 
support the movement had 
among the electorate, attribut- 
ing its success to the electoral 
sysrem. 

By denying the Islamists the 
opportunity of joining forces 
with other candidates, obser- 
vers believe the one-person, 
one-vote system would cut the 
parliamentary representation 
of the IAF to a level more 
representative of their support 
base. 

Along with other political 
parties, the IAF agreed with 
the government that there 
were many flaws in the 1986 
Election Law. which was 
amended in 1987 and again in 
1989 through temporary laws, 
but demanded that the changes 
be comprehensive. 

Even proponents of change 
had said the one-person, one- 
vote formula should not be 
introduced without restructur- 
ing voting districts towards 
equal representation for equal 
number of people in each dis- 
trict. 

The country is currently di- 
vided into 20 voting districts 
for which different numbers of 
parliamentary seats are allo- 
cated. The precincts are drawn 
along with administrative divi- 
sions of the countiy. 

The introduction of the one- 
person-one-vote system to an 
election law which allocated 
more than one candidate to 
each voting district could lead 
to huge discrepancies in the 
number of votes that could 


cany each candidate to the 
House, observers say. 

They also say (hat deputies 
elected under such a system 
would end up representing the 
people who elected them in the 
precinct and not all its -resi- 
dents. 

But citing the necessity of 
ensuring parliamentary repre- 
sentation for under-populated 
areas of the Kingdom and un- 
certainty about the outcome of 
a regional political process that 
"could positively or negatively 
affect Jordan and its people 
(who come from) different ori- 
gins,” the King said the voting 
districts would remain un- 
changed for this election. 

Minister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad last week ruled out 
the redrawing of voting dis- 
tricts on the grounds that the 
process would have required a 
new registration of voters. 
That was “behind us." he said. 

King Hussein emphasised in 
his speech that the changes 
were introduced to strengthen 
the democratisation process 
and ensure citizens the equality 
that the Constitution grants 
them in rights and duties. He 
recalled that he had pointed to 
the need of changing the Elec- 
tion Law in 1991. 

“We (have) realised that the 
problem (in the Election Law) 
needed to be addressed. And 
we are moving towards what is 
better," the King said. A mis- 
take cannot be treated by 
ignoring it, he said. And hence 
was his decision to change the 
, Election Law. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary Issue No. 15 



Drawing of August 17, 1993 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 24840 
Wins JD 30,000 ~ 


Holder of ticket No. 43372 
Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of ticket No. 88438 
Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of ticket No.* 84*179 
Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 88308 
Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 84958 
Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 41070 
Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 45108 

Wins JD 800 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 130 eacn wins JD 120 

24841 24850 24940 25840 34840 
24849 24830 24740 23840 14840 


Ten consolation pnzes totalling JD 700 each wns JD 70 

43373 43382 43472 44372 53372 
43371 43342 43272 42372 33372 


Ten consolation prises totalling JD 400 each wins JD 40 

88439 88448 88538 89438 98438 
88437 88428 88338 87438 78438 


Ten consolation prices totalling JD 300 each wins JD 20 

44170 44189 44279 45179 74179 
44178 44149 44079 43179 54179 


Ten consolation prizes totaling JD ISO each wins JD IS 

88307 88314 88404 89304 98304 
88305 88394 88204 87304 78304 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD 10 

84959 84948 84058 85958 94958 
84957 84948 84858 83958 74958 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wms JD 8 

41071 41080 41170 42070 51070 
41079 41040 41970 40070 31070 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 70 each w<ns JD 7 

45109 45118 45208 44108 55198 
45107 45198 45008 44108 35108 


Ticket numbers 

74701 87942 70744 99790 

Win JD 200 each 

Ticket numbers 

37354 11743 43980 

Win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


3714 9095 2893 Win JD 50 each 

Win JD 20 each 

Win JD 10 each 

784 937 202 543 Win JD 5 each 

75 Win JD 3 each 

10,000 ticket ending with 9 Win JD 2 each 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


50 covers, attached to trie stub of 10 ending in 848 643 144 728 863 Win JD 10 


Winners of tha grand prlzas In tha ordinary Issue number 14 of August 2, 1993 
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Ned Draw take* place on September 2 , 1993 
First Hfgrit prises are famed from GUVS headquarters 






Strong yen hammering tourists and other foreigners 


* 

Dollar steps back from the brink 


TOKYO (AFP) — The dollar 
edged back from its record- 
shattering slide against the yen 
Tuesday as attention focussed on 
a special cabinet meeting later in ' 
the week to discuss Japan's in- 
creasingly fragile economic situa- 
tion. 

After hitting a new low of 
100.40 yen during the morning, 
despite reports of repeated in- 
tervention by the Bank of Japan, 
the dollar regained some strength 
in the afternoon to close at 101.55 
yen, up from Monday's finish of 
101.25 yen. 

' Dealers said the dollar's con- 
tinued decline in early trading 
followed a Wall Street journal 
report that the United States was 
unlikely to support the currency 
and local reports quoting an un- 
identified Japanese .government 
source as saying that the yen's 
appreciation was likely to con- 
tinue. 

The source was quoted by Jiji 
Press and Kyodo News Service as 
saying the yen's recent advance to 
a series of post-war highs re- 
flected the country's burgeoning 
Qade surplus. "We cannot reduce 
the value of the yen without 
reducing the surplus," the source 
reportedly said. 

Prime Minister Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa^ meanwhile said that the 
stronger yen was “really trouble- 
some'’ for Japan. “We should act 
to prevent foreign exchange rates 
from becoming unstable," he told 
reporters at a mountain resort. 

Asked if Japan would call for 
coordinated market intervention 
with other countries, which have 


been notably absent in supporting 
action taken by the Bank of 
Japan, he said: “We have not yet 
talked about it in the govern- 
ment.” 

. A top government leader, also 
unidentified, was later quoted by 
Japanese news agencies as saying 
that emergency short-term mea- 
sures to deal with the stronger 
yen could be worked out as early 
as autumn. 

The Asahi Shimbun, a leading 
newspaper, meanwhile reported 
Tuesday that the cabinet would 
consider moves to deregulate va- 
rious industries to help narrow 
the trade surplus at the special 
meeting on the economy Thurs- 
day. 

Among measures being consi- 
dered were the lifting of restric- 
tions on imports of building mate- 
rials, the newspaper said. 

Finance Minister Hirohisa Fu- 
jii, describing the dollar's slide as 
a matter of “grave concern," said 
Monday that the meeting of eco- 
nomic ministers would discuss 
possible pump-priming measures 
to stimulate the economy. ' 

Expectations of a possible cut 
in. the Bank of Japan's official 
discount rate were meanwhile re- 
newed Tuesday when the rate on 
three-month certificates of de- 
posit fell to another all-time low 
of 2.90 per cent. 

* Some analysts reckon a dis- 
count rate cut could relieve up- 
ward pressure on the yen while 
providing a welcome boost to the 
still stagnant economy. 

The mass-circulation Yomiuri 
Shimbun said Tuesday that the 


dollar's fall to the 100-yen level 
“must now be accepted” and 
called on the government to ex- 
ploit the benefits of the strong 
yen and the snowballing trade 
surplus. 

“The foremost objective 
should be passing the profits of 
the strong yen on to die people to 
better their livelihood and to 
rectify the disparity of prices be- 
tween Japan and other nations," 
the newspaper said in an edito- 
rial. 

“The government should act 
now to adopt effective policies to 
end the vicious cycle in which its 
protective and regulatory mea- 
sures lead to current account 
surpluses and cause harm to 
export-oriented industries be- 
cause of the appreciation of the 
yen," the Yomiuri said. 

Japanese tourists might be 
cheering the yen surging to re- 
cord post-war highs, but it is 
giving nightmares to their foreign 
counterparts and frightening 
overseas firms wanting to do busi- 
ness in Japan. 

The 100 yen to one dollar rate 

— which is yet to be achieved on 
foreign exchange markets with 
the record set Tuesday at 100.40 

— is already in place in banks, 
hotels and airports. 

The cost of goods and services 
in Tokyo, which has been long 
classed as the world's most ex- 
pensive city, has jumped more 
than 20 per cent in dollar terms in 
recent weeks. 

"My refrigerator is empty," a 
U.S. mother living here told 
Japanese television. “Vegetables 


and fruits are really too expen- 
sive." 

She is one of the foreigners 
facing huge bills for what are 
basic items back home, because 
many food prices rise during 
Japan's wet and humid summer 
anyway. 

Tomatoes cost $2 each, an ap- 
ple or peach S3, and a kilogram- 
me of oranges S8. 

Offering visitors a bunch of 
grapes is out of the question since 
they cost S10 a bunch while the 
price of a handful of cherries is 
incalculable. It is necessary to 
shop around for melons, since a 
single one can cost anywhere 
between S6 and S100. 

Quenching thirst is just as ex- 
pensive, a dollar 15 years ago 
bought seven cans of Coca-Cola, 
but now cannot buy one. One and 
a half litres of mineral water costs 
$3. 

One of the better bargains in 
Japan is a “Big Mac" from 
McDonalds, which costs only 
$3.80. 

Eating Japanese-style is no 
cheaper. The staple rice is six 
times more expensive here than 
the world price, costing S7 a 
kilogramme. 

To travel or have fun takes 
more than pocket money. The 
fast train which travels the 500 
kilometres from Tokyo to Kyoto 
costs $125 one way. 

Tollgates on the same route 
slug motorists for $120 while a 
litre of gas for the car costs $1.3. 
Going to the movie takes $15. 

. There are no bargains to be 
had in shopping for renowned 


Japanese electronics. Generally 
electronic items cost more here 
than they do overseas. 

“Travellers from abroad can- 
not get even 100 yen when chang- 
ing their dollars to yen, so their 
expenses in this country are be- 
coming prohibitively high,” the 
daily Yomiuri newspaper said. 

One thing that immediately 
confronts visitors to Tokyo and 
hardly encourages businessmen 
to set up here is the cost of a taxi 
from Narita airport to downtown 
Tokyo — more than $200. 

The Imperial Hotel in the busi- 
ness quarter costs $400 a night. 
Guests have little incentive to get 
their haircut there, as that costs 
on average $35. To dryclean a 
suit costs about $15. 

Those who set up an office here 
then have to confront the rent 
bill. An upmarket apartment 
costs $15,000 a month while even 
a 26 square metre studio costs 
$1,500 a month. 

To buy a sma'f house from 
Tokyo costs between $800,000 
and $1 million. 

Naturally imports are cheaper 
in yen terms, but the government 
recently clamped down on U.S. 
and Australian beef imports be- 
cause they were becoming too 
competitive. 

With the dollar at 100 yen, the 
Japanese are clearly the richest 
people in the world judged by a 
gross domestic product in dollar 
terms. 

According to the economic dai- 
ly Nihon Keizai. the average 
GDP per capita is now $36,000 
compared with $27,000 in 1991. 


China cracks down on state pay | 

hikes on new anti-inflation inov ^ 
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PEKING (AFP) — China 
announced Tuesday a tough new 
step in its anti-inflation cam- 
paign, warning loss-making state 
firms to rein in pay increases that 
are speeding out of control and 
repay debts or face a subsidy axe. 

“The move is part of the state's 
bid to strengthen its control of the 
economy... (and) will help Chi- 
na's fight against inflation." the 
official English-language China 
Daily said. 

Under new regulations worked 
out by a state triumvirate, “only 
profit-making exterprises mil be 
allowed to increase wages and 
bonuses," the paper said. (Quoting 
Liu Jiesau, director of the labour 
ministry's wage department. 

“And state-owned firms which 
make no effort to pay off their 
debts will gradually lose their 
government subsidies," Mr. Liu 
'reportedly said. 

The announcement marked the 
latest effort to cool an economy 
that many analysts fear is over- 
heating thanks to explosive 
growth in the smaller private 
sector, analysts said. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
raced ahead by 13.9 per cent in 
the first half of 1993 compared 
with the same period in 1992, 
according to the State Statistics 


erty. ... 

Those moves contrast wtin 
liberalising regulatiohs last year 
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one per cent of state firms are in measures put spending into a . 


one per cent of state firms are in 
the red, but the sector still paid 
out 41.29 billion yuan ($7.24 bil- 
lion) in bonuses during the first 
half of 1993 — 38 per cent more 
than in the same period last year. 

In the private sector, however, 
extra income from second jobs 
and benefits from holding and 
trading in stocks meant that indi- 
viduals enjoyed an increase of 63 
per cent. 

In Hong Kong, analysts 
warned that the damp on wages 
rnioht h** too drastic, as China has 


tailspin. 

Economist Benjamin Chan of 
Bank of east Asia said “Cmnq 
should tackle the inflation first 
before freezing workers’ incom- 
es. It will be too drasne and 
workers will be unhappy with it.'j 

The new rules were formulated 
by the ministry of labour, the 
State Economic and Trade Com; 
mission and the State Commis- 
sion for Restructuring the Econo* 
mic System, China Daily said. ; 


Australian budget reverses 10-year 
trend towards low indirect taxes 


Britain’s aim for sustainable 
growth may prove elusive 


Report says Arab oil 
activity picked up in ’92 


LONDON fR) — British stocks 
and government bonds have 
soared in recenr months on hopes 
the country is set for a golden 
period in the 1990s — with low 


inflation and steady growth, a 
double act not achieved since the 


double act not achieved since the 
1960s. 

But leading economists believe 
it is premature to declare Britain 
has broken free from a stop-go 
economic cycle which has trou- 
bled policy-makers for decades, 
and say 'urgent institutional 
changes are needed to help in the 
ongoing inflation battle. 

“It is far too early to declare 
inflation dead." said David Cole- 
man. economist at the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce. 

Try telling that to Britain's 
financial markets. 

The Financial Times -Stock Ex- 
change index of 100 leading 
shares soared above the 3.000- 
point level last Wednesday, as a 
wave of institutional and private- 
investor buying squeezed prices 
higher, and it has stayed up there 
since then. 

Government bonds have also 
jumped, with yields on the long 
end of the curve now at 7.35 per 
cent compared with around 8.60 
per cent at the beginning of June. 

The markets, cheered by the 
weak price pressures accompany- 
ing sterling's sharp devaluation. 


are focusing on the possibility of 
several years of non-inflationary 
growth. ' 

While the prospects for growth 
and inflation this year and next 
look fairly good, economists said 
price pressures could yet pick up 
sharply, forcing interest-rate 
rises. 

“Inflatioftary pressures ...are 
not dead — they have merely 
been in partly suspended anima- 
tion during the worstof the reces- 
sion." said Ruth Lea. chief eco- 
nomist at Mitsubishi Bank. 

Take the record. Inflation hit 
13.0 per cent in 1952, 10.3 per 
cent in 1971. 26.9 per cent in 
1975. 21.9 per cent in 1980, and 
10.9 per cent as recently as Octo- 
ber 1990. The all-items inflation 
rate is now 1.2 per cent — a 
30-year low which could rise 
quickly when consumer demand 
really starts to pump through the 
economy. 

Consumer demand has so far 
remained relatively subdued in 
the early stages of economic re- 
covery, forcing companies to 
keep prices low and even bring 
forward seasonal price discounts. 

But demand could rise quickly, 
economists said, particularly if 
residential house start to pick up 
this year and next, making people 
feel richer and more inclined to 
spend. 


The other potential worry is 
wages. Average earnings rises in 
the economy fell to 3.5 per cent 
annually in June. But some eco- 
nomists fear wage demands will 
rise as the recovery gathers pace, 
as the labour market is still ham- 
pered by skill shortages and a low 
level of labour mobility. 

“Every time British" inflation 
falls to a low you get the usual 
chitchat about huw it will remain 
weak for years. But there is no 
reason to suspect British econo- 
mic management will be any bet- 
ter in coming years than it was in 
previous decades, so inflation will 
make a return," economist Cole- 
man said. 

Rather than a golden scenario 
for the economy, policy-makers 
face a series of tests this year and 
next just to ensure the economy 
keeps growing at a steady pace, 
economists said. 

The dual deficit problems — a 
current account deficit running at 
two per cent of gross domestic 
product and government borrow- 
ing at eight per cent of GDP in 
1993-4 — requires urgent atten- 
tion and could well cap future 
growth. 

Economists expect the eco- 
nomy to grow 1.8 per cent in. 
1993, below average growth, of 
2.25 per cent over the past four 
decades. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 


they already control more than 60 
per cent of the world's proven 
crude reserves, according to an 
official report. 

The bulk of the activity 
occured in Saudi Arabia, the 
world's top oil exporter, as well 
as Kuwait and Iraq, which have 
recovered from the Gulf war 
though the latter is still reeling 
under United. Nations .sanctions. 

Saudi Arabia drilled 249 ex- 
ploratory and. development- oil 
wells in 1992 compared with 194 
wells in 1991 and 98 wells in 1990, 
said the report by the Cairo- 
based Organisation" of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAP^C). 

K ait drilled 90 wells in 1992 
com t jxed with 26 wells in 1991 
and as few as seven wells in 1990, 
when it was invaded by Iraqi 
forces. Iraq spudded 61 wells in 
1992, up from only five in 1991 
and an eight-year high of 175 
wells in 1990, the monthly bulle- 
tin showed. 


respectively. 

In the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Oman and Yemen, oil 
operations slowed down although 
die number of wells drilled were 
relatively high. They stood at 67, 
1S5 and 84 wells, respectively in 
1992. 

Arab states sit on nearly 630 
billion barrels of oil. accounting 
for 62 per cent of the world’s 
reserves. Their crude output of 
about 16 million barrels -per day 
totals some 25 per cent , of total 
world production. 

Most Arab countries have 
launched projects to raise oil pro- 
duction capacity to face an ex- 
pected increase m world demand. 

Tie OAPEC report' said oil 
rigs operating in the Arab World 
increased to 219 in 1992 from 193 
in 1991. Most of the increase 
came from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Libya, the UAE and Yemen. 

In contrast,, the report showed 


refining output capacity in the 
region sharply declined due to the 


Activity also picked up in 
bya, with the drilling of 132 


Libya, with the drilling of 132 
wells in 1992 compared with 98 
wells in 1991 and 71 wells in 1991. 


Egypt drilled 136 wells, the high- 
est rate in four years while the 


est rate in four years while the 
wells in Tunisia and Syria in- 
creased in 1992 to 37 and 98, 


war damage to Kuwaiti and Iraqi 
refineries. 

Total Arab refining capacity 
dropped to 4.72 million barrels 
per day (b/d) in 1992 from 5.28 
million b/d in 1991. Refining out- 
put in Kuwait, which plans to 
repair its units, plunged to 

368.000 b/d from 670,0)0 b/d 
while it declined in Iraq to 

318.000 b/d from 550,000 b/d. 


CANBERRA (AFP) — Cuts in 
company and income taxes and 
greater use of indirect tax axe 
prominent features of the 19 93-94 
Australian government budget 
announced by Treasurer John 
Dawkins here Tuesday. 

The budget deficit of 16.01 
' billion dollars ($10.88 billion) is 
the largest in dollar terms in 
Australia’s history and the third 
largest as a proportion of gross 
domestic . product (GDP), corres- 
ponding to 3.8 per cent of fore- 
cast GDP. 

But, Mr. Dawkins told parlia- 
ment. ‘"this is a budget to streng- 
then the recovery, and make it 
sustainable.” and be predicted 
that measures introduced now 
wooid help reduce the deficit to 
six billion dollars, or 1.0 per cent 
of GDP. within four years. 

Figures contained in the budget 
statement gave weight to a recent ' 
study which concluded -that it 
would be impossible to achieve 
that target without reversing the 
10-year trend that has given Au- 
stralia die lowest proportion of 
in direct taxes among the 24 na- 
tions of the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD). 

Among measures announced 
by Mr. Dawkins, those earning 
between 20,700 and 50,000 dol- 
lars' a year will benefit from an 
average four per cent tax cut from 
Nov. 1, although total income tax 
receipts will rise by 1.21 billion 
dollars to 48.53 billion in the year 
to June 30, 1994. • - 

Receipts from company tax will 
drop by 231 million dollars to 
12.84 billion. 

But revenue from sales taxes, 
customs and excise is scheduled 
to rise from 2.03 billion to 24.29 
billion dollars. 


Much of the increase, will come 
from an immediate rise of three 
cents a litre on all kinds of petrol 
(taking the price of regular' un- 
leaded petrol to about 73 cents), 
with an extra five cents a litre on 
leaded petrol within 18 months. 

“This recognises the harmful 
effect of lead in petrol, particular- 
ly on children," Mr. Dawkins 
said, “And will accelerate the 
conversion of the motor vehicle 
fleet to unleaded petrol.” 

Anticipating attacks from the 
opposition, Mr. Dawkins said 
“the government will meet its 
announced objectives without the 
introduction Of a massive new 
indirect tax." 

Labour's widely unexpected 
election victory in March was 
largely due — opinion polls 
showed — to the unpopularity of 
the opposition^ ? proposal- to -.ip-t i 
traduce a lfrjpex cent goods ’arid', 
services' fax (tiST).. . ' - 

. Mr. Dawkins acknowledged 
Tuesday that “failure to art on 
the indirect tax side would create 
pressures for more weight on 
income tax. a weight which would 
.fall most heavily on middle- 
income earners." . 

A report by the OECD in Paris 


shows that the proportion of in; 
direct takes in total tax receipts in 
this country dropped from 34 per 
cent in 1983. when the Labouf 


Party began 10 uninterrupted A 
years in office, to 26 per cent df* 


■ now. 

During the election campaign; 
Prime Minister Paul Keating un- 
• ielentingly hammered the prop! 
osed GST as an inegalitarian im-; 
post, which would hurt the poor 
more than the rich. 

But a recent study by the Uni-1 
versity of New South Wales said 
that, with unemployment at its 
highest for almost 60 years, the' 
government could no longer rely 
so heavily on income tax, and 
warned that unless indirect taxes 
go up. the budget deficit would 
surge to 18 billion dollars with 
four years. 

l4S , The budget statement showed 

■ -that actual income tax receipts in 
f the past financial year were 47.31- 

billion dollars. 2.10 billion dollars 
lower than forecast in the pre-; 
vious budget. 

"The shortfall can be artri-J 
buted to weaker than expected 
economic conditions, which re-; 
suited in lower employment’ 
growth," the statement read. 


Ministry honours Air France chief 


• 

The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, represented by Secret- ■ 
ary General Nasn Atallah, recently honoured the outgoing ' 
General Manager of the Air France Group in .(Amman Mr -JC 
Rouyer, in recognition of his achievements in enhancing touristic 
relations between France and Jordan throughout his ffiree-year 


The French trade commissioner of the French embassy in 
Amman Mr. Michel Duger, also awarded Mr. RouyerThe 
Medal of Foreign Trade which is an award given out bv the 
French Centre for Foreign Trade. * 1 Dyine 





Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Rena M. Campbell 


(numbly) 

14 Bristle 

15 Kind of type: 
abbr. 

16 Embark upon 

17 Foffow 
16 Edible 

substance 
under a turtle 


20 Revelation 

22 Certain 
Illumination 
24 Formal lid 
27 Procrastinate 
26 Zodiac sign 
29 Wicker basket 


LOOK OUT FOR 
THIS WHEN 
APPROACHING A 
FORK IN THE KOAC?, 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by Un above cartoon. 


30 Failure 

33 Blend 

34 inciinad 

35 Demigod 

36 Building wing 

37 Unctuous 

38 BaDroom dance 
3S Sudden outburst 

40 Small fish 

41 Area of conflict 

44 Military 

chaplains 

45 — detective 
(second- 
guesser) 

49 — mater 

50 Lake near 
Carson City 

52 Famed opera 

53 “I came. — .. | 

conquered” 

54 Actress Unoa 

55 Certain domino 

56 Operated 

57 Dam it! 

58 Understands 
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(Answers Monday} 

Jumbles; ESSAY AISLE BENIGN STODGY 

Answer; Where many fliers may get their basic 
training— IN NESTS 


DOWN 

1 Clapton 

2 "Are tonga, 

brevis" 

3 Lai. abbr. 

4 Enjoyed 


5 Clergyman's 
residence 

6 With little 
provocation 

7 Tergiversate 

8 Matriculant 

9 Instrud 

10 Slanted sflghtty 

11 Conte 

13 Courage 

14 Theatrical 
19Sch.gps. 

21 Iranian money 

23 Lilliputian 

24 Bring under 
contra 

25 City on the Oka 

26 Crabby one 

29 Need urgently 

30 Depression 

31 Exnort 

32 Porta' 

34 Public opinion 
gatherer 

35 Construction 
_ workers 

47 Surfeit 
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38 Bath powder 

39 Hat or vote 
preceder 

40 Districts of 
ancient Attica 

41 Light wood 

42 Publicist of 

klrvl 













'Sjj 


Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST IS, 1993 i 


U.S. sees growing threat from Airbus 
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WASHINGTON (R) - The 
U.S. International Trade Com- 
mission (ITC) said Monday that 
Airbus Industrie, the European 
aircraft consortium, is a growing 
threat to U.S. makers of large 
civilian aircraft. 

But the independent govern- 
ment agency said in a study that 
■the U.S. industry, led by Boeing 
Co. remains dominant in the 
global market despite direct 
European government support 
for Airbus. 

The report had been requested 
by the Senate Finance Committee 
in June 1W2 to study U.S. com- 
petitiveness, since Airbus had 
been sharply criticised in the Un- 
ited States for receiving govern- 
ment subsidies. 

President Bill Clinton, soon 
after taking office, blamed Air- 


bus for thousands of job losses in 
the United States and said be 
wanted “tough new discipline” 
over European subsidies, as 
agreed to in a 1992 accord. 

Mr. Clinton, however, retre- 
ated from the brink of a potential 
rrade war over the lucrative air- 
craft industry. 

The ITC. while praising U.S. 
research skills in tne Held, said 
“U.S. expertise will be chal- 
lenged increasingly by Airbus and 
western Europe’s aeronautical re- 
search institutions." 

“The U-S. large civil aircraft 
industry remains dominant in the 
global market but it faces in- 
creased competition from Airbus 
Industrie,” the ITC said in a 
statement. 


U.S. producers of large civil 
afrerufr account for 64 per cent of 
worldwide unit orders and 73 per 
cent of worldwide uni; deliveries, 
the ITC said. 

These shared equal mure than 
a 2D per cent decline since the 
levels logged in 1970. but the 
volume of U.S. deliveries has 
risen by 160 per cent during the 
same period as global demand 
has increased, rhe ITC said. 

As for competitiveness, the 
ITC said government support has 
“a significant effect" on the race 
for market share. 

It said direct support from 
western European governments 
had cut Airbus's costs — alleged- 
ly by billions — in both research 
and development, manufacturing 
and marketing. 


Growing oil imports widen 
gap in GCC-Asia trade 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Growing 
Asian reliance on Gulf oil is 
keeping the trade balance largely 
in favour of the Arabs despite 
attempts to boost exports to this 
lucrative region, official trade fi- 
gures have shown. 

While other industrial nations 
have managed to rum the scale in 
their favour, Japan and other key 
Asian economic partners of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council fGCC.l are still reding 
under high deficits. 

Asian officials said this was due 
to a steady increase in oil imports 
from the GCC. mainly by Japan. 
South Korea and Taiwan, whose 


trade with the 12-year-old Gulf 
alliance peaked at "$4S billion in 
1992, nearly one-third of the 
GCC's total trade. 

“Japan and other Asian states 
are increasingly relying on Gulf 
oil, given growing domestic de- 
mand and declining supplies from 
other sources. The level is ex- 
pected to increase further in the 
next period,'* a Japanese diplcn, 
mat said. 

The trade deficit between 
Japan, South Korea and T3iwran. 
and, the GCC stood at around 
S23 billion in 1992 compared with 
S19.S billion in 1991 and about 
S14 billion in 1990. according to 


Clinton says health care plan will not cost Jobs 


Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in ctMipBFAtlon with 

Cairo .Amman Rank 


TULSA. Oklahoma (R) — Presi- 
denc Bill Clinton told U.S. gov- 
ernors Monday that his soon-to- 
be-unveiled health care reform 
plan will require all employers to 
provide benefits to their workers, 
but insisted the plan will not cost 
jobs as some Republicans claim. 

Meanwhile, his top,heulih care 
adviser, Ira Magazinfer, gave re- 
porters some details of the plan to 
be phased in over five to seven 
years, saying that employers 
would be required to pay 80 per 
cent of an employee's health in- 
surance and the wurJter 20 per 
cent. 

Savings on government health 
programmes medicare and medi- 
caid, as well as other tax savings, 
would total $30 billion to 540 
billion, and would be used to 


subsidise health insurance for 
small businesses so they would 
not have to dismiss people to pay 
for insurance, Mr. Magaziner 
said. 

Mr. Magaziner said Mr. Clin- 
ton would likely propose higher 
taxes on cigarettes, or alcohol, or 
both and these revenues would be 
directed toward long-term health 
care. But overall, he said. “We’Fe 
not looking to increase taxes right 
now.” 

Mr. Clinton, in a long dis- 
course on his next major policy 
initiative, to be formally launched 
in mid-September, said the Un- 
ited States "cannot continue to 
da nothing" about the health care 
crisis, and will not accomplish 
reform without bipartisanship. 


“I don’t think we can do it 
unless we sit down together and 
talk and work," he said, depon- 
ing often from his prepared text 
and sounding at times as if he 
were thinking aloud. 

"I think every American 
should know that health care is 
not something paid for by the 
tooth fairy, that there is no free 
ride, that people should under- 
stand chat this system costs a lot 
of money," Mr Ginton said. 

He said his plan would call for 
coverage for all Americans and 
that the onlv viable option to pay 
the cost, which he did not dis- 
close, is to “build on the system 
wc now have." 

Currently, many employers 
pay pan of the health insurance 
offered to their workers and the 


workers pay part. But nearly 40 
million Americans are uninsured 
and their health care costs impose 
a massive burden on the overall 
system. 

Mr Clinton sought to cushion 
fears about the controversial ele- 
ment of his reform plan — known 
as an employer mandate — by 
promising i: would be accompa- 
nied by significant insurance re- 
forms, a long phase-in period and 
a limitation on premiums for very 
small businesses or businesses 
with very low-wage workers. 

John Motley, an official of the 
National Federation of Indepen- 
dent Businessmen, told the gov- 
ernors Sunday that Mr. Clinton’s 
plan would' mean increased 
payroll costs, failed businesses 


and ultimately a loss of jobs, 
particularly in small business. 

Republicans are sceptical ab- 
out the Clinton plan. 

“What we don’t have any 
answers on is how do you pay for 
a phase-in. There’s no financial 
data. “South Carolina's Republi- 
can Governor Carroll Campbell 
told reporters after Mr. Clinton’s 
speech, estimating the overall 
cost at 560 to SICKf billion a year. 

Mr. Campbell, incoming chair- 
man of the National Governors' 
Association and a possible 1996 
presidential aspirant, said he and 
many collegaues feared that the 
administration would “run a plan 
up to (Capitol) Hill... and then 
thev won't have enough money to 
do it and they’!] shift the costs to 
us." 


figures obtained from the Asian 
Commercial Centre in Dubai. 

Japan sustained the largest de- 
ficit, $16 billion, while the deficits 
stood at $5.7 billion for South 
Korea and $1.6 billion for 
Taiwan. 

China reported a surplus of 
S300 million but economists be- 
lieve that in effect it suffered 
from a deficit as its oil imports 
from the Gulf are noi registered 
because they come through mid- 
dlemen. 

The deficits persisted despite a 
rise in exports of about 20 per 
cent, mostly from Japan. 

But imports, mostly crude oU 
and gas, also surged to 
billion from 522 billion for Japan 
and to S7.3 billion from S5.J? 
billion for South Korea while 
they increased slightly to 52.7 
billion for Taiwan? " ‘ 

Japan is the largest single im- 
porter of Gull oil, receiving 
around 2.7 million barrels per day 
{bid) in 1992. nearly 60 per cent 
of its total crude intake. The leva! 
was about 50 percent in the early 
19S0s and is expected to exceed 
70 per cent by the year 2000 as 
other supply sources continue to 
decline. 

Although the value of Japan’* 
exports could rise in 1993 thanks 
to a stronger yen. this could have 
an adverse impact in the long run 
as it will boos: the prices o? 
Japanese products and prompt 
importers to turn to other coun- 
tries. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND .• RESERVATIONS. 
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Precious M*Ols 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Ran Bulletin 

Pan: J 7^93 


Currency 


L'.S. DoUar 

0.6910 

0.6430 

Sterling Pound 

1.0Z77 

1 .0328 
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0.4115 

S9»s Franc 

- 

0.^671 
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Dutch Guilder 
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Bahraini Dinar 

1.8104 

1.8400 

Lebanese Lira 

0.03693 

0.04053 

Saudi Ri>al 

0.164C 

0.186C 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.255 0 

2.3200 

Qatari Rival 

0.1873 

0.1690 

Egyptian Pound 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are 

the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold 

against the dollar at midsession 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

U.S. S1.00 costs 

1. 3135/40 

Canadian dollar 


1.7050/60 

Deutschemarks 


1.9200/10 

Dutch guilders 


1.5210/20 

Swiss francs 


36.40/20 

Belgian francs 


6.0400/00 

French francs 


1626.5/8.0 

Italian lire 


101.23/33 

Japanese yen 


8.1450/65 

Swedish crowns 

i 

7.4250/45 

Norwegian crowns 

* 

7.0650/85 

Danish crowns i 

One ■sterling 

$1.4610/20 


One ounce of gold 

$373.10/373.60 f 


'Italian Restaurant 


Live Music 

open for 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun J Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Building , 2nd Floor 
Tei : 824677 



jo) \ 


CROWN INTL EST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 
worldwide Removals 
Air, Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FA%';69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfn 30% torpor 

* From entargm- 
moat 20 x 30 cm 

Shmmsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


f CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT* 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Berbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste out 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

s. f>:JV - Midnight y 


The lh 'l Orinthil l-'oinl ht I'ou tt 

ot RESTAURANT 


Chinese, Thai, Phililplno, Indonlsian, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

Live Band ”6" nights a’ week § 

World wide programs VIA satellite | 

Takeaways & delivery Available ■ 



Hour*: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5P.M Midnight 


653482 




II 

Lunch & Dinner 

7 days a week 

rntm 

Tel. 660093/4 Fax. 82361 

>4 

Shmeisanl-Near Bablsh 
„ Amman-Jordan 

■ 


Amman 

International Hotel 




One visit will make you 
a steady , wc believe!!! 





,.U-Sli%el 

\ yjjr s » dfi r eh - 

! FLAT. O. TEL 

I restaurant 

I 661293 

ITALIAN CUISINE 
Cocktail - Piano Bar 

^Opening Soon*.. 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every roonuJ 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


DAROTEL 

|U 2 <J||I= 



Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open I2.Mi-J.A 3 A MW-II JU daily 


Take away is available 

Wao> Sxi'a rtoa? 
rteat Pnjce-CAa «xei 


trxe lasted 


The Inn' "Place to be.. 









There Is a lot more to 

r 

than great food 


ive B&nd 

639197 

Couples Only, or 
Qroupi of Ladies & Gents 

Open Daily 



A Small Restaurant 
A Grand Mission 

Alxioun fanatic Stopping Co iUt. 
near Ou«n Ala Fund tel «i £>55 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR • RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
’ ■" PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
'. AMMAN -JORDAN 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN “ 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(3) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul S800 H/B & lours 

* Antalya S 800 H/B 

* Turkish Riviera S80Q H.C 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

* AH in 5 Star INTL HTLS 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservaiions at 
International & 
Luxury Hotels :n 
Turkey Cyprus 
& Egypt 


Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

i si Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakatwiybrnllaMt 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



opposm tmi maqi BHAnr 
TEL. 654205 


NSif^ 


z\)t ©lb } 0 ub 


'ey 

6 Munchies 
Reduced Drink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


IPWiMilli 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tet -,659519 659520 



Jnbel Ammia - 3rd CUtS* 
For BaMnntlan TbI 613060 -1 





















































































































World News 


Khmer Rouge-ask for talks as 
Phnom Penh mounts offensive 


JORDAN 


times, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1993 



PHNOM PENH (Agencies) — 

- The radical Khmer Rouge agreed 
! to make concessions in exchange 
; for talks with the government 
: Tuesday, as word reached the 

Cambodian capital that the guer- 
; rillas were being pounded on the 
r battlefield in a new offensive. 

«' In a meeting that signalled a 
'possible breakthrough in the 
^.Cambodian situation, a Khmer 
« [Rouge representative met a 

- ^senior Cambodian government 
; ^official and indicated die faction's 

[willingness to drop previous de- 
'. jcnands. 

The official, who demanded 
-lanonymity, told AFP that the 
#‘Khmer Rouge were no longer 
; sticking to their plan to ally their 
^guerrillas to the newly unified 
'jCambodian army under a sepa- 
‘ -rate command, and had indicated 
*Iflexibility on their demand to be 

• part of the coalition government. 

Khmer Rouge nominal leader 
*3Chieu Samphan’s request for an 
Tprgent roundtable discussion was 
;-read over their clandestine radio. 

His letters to alt Cambodian 
■ headers asked for the meeting “in 
[[-the interests of national recon- 
ciliation,” the broadcast said. 

•; The Khmer Rouge asked for 
I -the talks to be held on Aug. 22-25 
— the dates that Cambodian co- 
premiers Prince Norodom Ranar- 
rTddh and Hun Sen are scheduled 
l-to be on an official visit to Viet- 
"nam. 

.* "The government is consider- 

* mg Khieu Samphan’s proposal," 
government Information Minister 
Khieu Kanharith said. , 

At the same time, U.N. and 

- [Cambodian government officials 
" confirmed that the offensive laun- 


;Clinton 
wants 
employers 
to pay more 
on insurance 

TULSA. Oklahoma (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, confronting the 
next big item on his agenda, 
health care reform, wants U.S. 
employers to pay the lion's share 
of workers' insurance — and is 
drawing fire from Republicans. 

Mr. Clinton tested the waters 
for some details of his health care 
reform plan in a speech Monday 
. to the National Governors Asso- 
, ciation. a grouping of the gov- 

• emors of the 50 states. 

The cost of the plan was not 
disclosed — Mr. Clinton will have 
to reveal this when he unveils the 
package officially next month. 

. Republican Governor Carroll 
Campbell of South Carolina said 
he believed it woud cost $60 io 
$100 billion a year. 

Wary of seeking an income tax 
. increase after already raising 
■ taxes by S2A1 billion over five 
1 years to reduce the budget de- 
. flcic. Mr. Clinton and senior 
White House officials made clear 
that the cost would be put on 
employers. 

"We’re not looking to increase 
taxes right now," other than taxes 
on alcohol and cigarettes to pay 
| for long-term health care, said 
l senior health care adviser Ira 

■ Magaziner. 

1 He told reporters that under 
; Mr. Clinton’s plan, employers 
; would pay 80 per cent of their 
‘ employees' insurance and the 
I workers themselves 20 per cent. 
• . Many employers currently pay 
" for varying percentages of their 
-workers' insurance but small 
businesses often cannot afford it. 
When this happens, workers 
’ either pay for their own at great 
j expense or go without. 

► Mr. Clinton would take $30 to 
l'$40 billion a year in projected 
; savings from current government 
* insurance programmes for the 
r *poor and elderly. Medicare and 
Medicaid, and other tax savings, 
; ‘using it as a subsidy to offset the 
cost of insurance to small 
! businesses. 

; Low-income people, who make 
- up a large part of America's 
nearly 40 million uninsured indi- 
1 viduais, would benefit from these 

• savings. 

Republican Governor Pete Wil- 
- [ son of California said Mr. Clinton 
; would meet resistance if he prop- 

■ osed mandated payments by em- 
; ployers. He said such a burden on 
; small businesses would force 

• them to lay off workers, cutting 
! off a source of many of the new 
; jobs created in America. 

; "I think there are too many 
’ -Democratic, as well as Republi- 
can, governors who will hear 
'from their small business com- 
munity that they simply cannot 
afford a mandated system,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clinton considers reform 
of the U.S. health care system 
essential for restoring economic 
growth. Like his budget plan that 
squeaked past Congress two 
weeks ago, it will be a source of 
long debate. 

Senior White House officials 
have acknowledged that it is like- 
ly to be a year before a hearth 
care reform package can wind its 
way through Congress and get to 
a vote. « 


ched on Aug. 8 in central Kom- the border as possible," the offi- 
pong Thom was spread to north- dal said, comparing the scale of 
west Siem Reap on Aug. 11 and fighting to the last major push of 
was continuing into Banteay the civil war in 1989. 

Meanchey and Battambang pro- Mr. Fait said offidally that 
vinces. government forces “have been 

“We want to show the DK very active in several provinces 
(Democratic Kampuchea, or over the past few days. It's very 
Khmer Rouge) that if they fight difficult to ascertain what terri- 
U 5 , we are going to respond,” tory they control at this time.” 
Deputy Information Minister Ek “We can confirm they're on the 
Sereywath said. “We want to move,” he said, 
avoid awl war. We mean to show Talks last week between Khieu 
we are strong... but the door is Samphan and Prince Ranariddh 
still open for them to negotiate.” in Bangkok broke down when the 
Initially, the Kompong Thom radical leader maintained his de- 
offensive was in response to mauds that the prince's Royalist 
Khmer Rouge aggression around Party take full control over the 
the embattled area of Stung, di- Cambodian government, that the 
plomats and Cambodian generals Khmer Rouge become part of the 
had said. government and that it ally its 

% T ' , - guerrillas to the newly unified 

^yy * rtl . u f2i J J!S army while maintaining their in- 
portedly displaced 5,000 people 6 

from the area, diplomatic sources “JlcanwhHe, Khmer Rouge 

***£■ . , . . .. . guerrillas have released eight 

Casualty tolls reported by the Vietnamese child hostages 

government appeared to b e ex- receivilI g S750 ransom, 


from the villagers. 

“We have a verbal report from 
the village... the children were 
released last night (Monday) and 
a ($750) ransom paid,” one U.N. 
official told Reuters. 

On March 24, eight Viet- 
namese settlers were murdered 
after 20 Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
raided the village. 

Chnok Tru was attacked a 
second time on July 8 when the 
Khmer Rouge killed eight mem- 
bers of two Vietnamese families. 

Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 
December 1978 to oust the 


aggerated — with 18 Khmer 
Rouge reported dead in Kom- 


mands that the prince’s Royalist Khmer Rouge whose brutal "kill- 
Party take full control over the ing fields” rein of terror led to the 
Cambodian government, that the death of a million people by 
Khmer Rouge become part of the execution, starvation or disease, 
government and that it ally its Cambodia’s two co-presidents 
guerrillas to the newly unified w jj] discuss the problem of state- 
army while maintaining their in- ethnic Vietnamese on the 
dependence. border during a *hree-day good- 

Meanwhile, Khmer Rouge yjjft to vie uam later this 
guerrillas have released eight month, a senior e verament offi- 
ethnic Vietnamese child hostages ^ ^ Tuesday 
after receiving $750 ransom, Their primary nission would 
U.N. officials said Tuesday. be to ensure “e «d relations” 
The children were kidnap — - 


MnTlTiom- but UN srokes- r- ^ _ J 1 la, ™PP e ? With Cambodia’s powerful east- 

*5 vJfa *« °I9 ,nok em neighbour. 


man Eric Fait said they amid not • TnJ - KoTnpo - ng Chbnang 

be confirmed independently. province, the site of two earlier 
U.N. peacekeepers have scaled Khmer Rouge attacks, the offi- 
down their patrols and their dais said, 
monitoring of ceasefire violations About 30 guerrillas raided the 
as they prepare to wind down the . village, abducted 11 Vietnamese 


operation next month. 

More offensives ag? ist the 
Khmer Rouge were expc ted in 
Battambang and Banteay fean- 
chey provinces in the ct ting 
days, one U.N. official who 
monitors military development 
said. 

“Their goal is to push tb 
Khmer Rouge back as close t 


era neighbour. 

Problems regarding the 
citizenship rights of several 
thousand stateless Vietnamese 
currently gathered on the 
Vietnamese-Cambodian river- 
settlers, including the eight chil- border would also be discussed, 
dren.. One woman was later shot Mr. Sereywath said, 
and another prisoner released. About 3,000 Vietnamese boat 
the officials said. The fate of an people, many with identity pap- 
80- year-old woman hostage was ers issued by the old Hanoi- 
unknown. installed Phnom Penh govern- 

The children, including a ment, are waiting at the Bassac 
month-old baby, were released River border checkpoint with 
on Monday night after the kid- Cambodia for permission to 
nappers received the ransom cross. 





Buthelezi blasts OAU, India and Uganda 

LUSAKA (AFP) — South African Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi has accused India and Uganda of fuelling political 
violence in South Africa by training the armed wing of his rivals in 
the African National Congress (AXC). Speaking at the Lusaka 
Press Club, the visiting leader of the Kwazulu tribal homeland 
and the Inkatha Freedom Parry (IFP) late Monday charged that 
some Organisation of African Unity (OAU) members were 
supplying arms to the ANC. “The OAU has betrayed the 
aspiration? of many v -jth Africans. Its members are supplying 
arms to ANC cadres m a time when the fight is moving to the 
negotiating table. “What is the OAU doing? The aims used to kill 
our people in South Africa are getting into our country through its 
members including Zambia." Mr. Buthelezi charged. “Uganda is 
training thousands of ANC idres to kill our people." Mr. 
Buthelezi said. 

2 S. Korean ex-presidents questioned 

SEOUL l R) — Anti-corruption investigators have turned the 
spciligh: on two former South Korean presidents, asking them 
about possible impropriety during their terms in office, a 
government spokesman said Tuesday. Questionnaires were sent 
to former President Chun Doo Hwan Monday and to his 
successor, Roh Tae-Woo, Tuesday, the Board of Audit and 
Inspection (BAD said. The BAI." controlled directly by the 
president’s office, wants to probe Mr. Chun's role in the 
multi-party dollar “peace dam" controversy and Mr. Roh’s role in 
a multi-billion dollar contract for air force fighter jets. 

Taiwan president tries to halt party split 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan President Lee Teng-Hui intervened to 
avert another split in his ruling Nationalist Party Tuesday by 
pushing through a key internal reform demanded by party rebels. 
Mr. Lee, who is also party chairman, made an unscheduled 
appearance before about 1.500 delegates at the party's 14th 
congress to persuade them to approve a motion creating the post 
of vice-chairman. The congress, which had rejected the motion 
earlier in the day during a stormy session in which delegates 
screamed insults and came to blows, passed it by acclamation 
after Mr. Lee’s appeal. Hundreds of dissident delegates, who 
want to use the vice-chairmanship as a power base, had 
threatened a walk-out if the reform was blocked. “I believe future 
party chairmen will take into consideration party unity and 
harmony as well as domestic political stability when nominating 
their vice-chairmen.” Mr. Lee told delegates. 

S. Africa to give up Namibian toe-hold 

JOHANNESBURG tT - Democracy negotiators including the 
government and the A an National Congress (ANC) resolved 
< Monday to hand over t .Valvis Bay enclave, South Africa's last 
' toe-hold in neighbouring Namibia, as soon as possible. A 
government delegation led by Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
buckled to pressure from Nelson Mandela's ANC and other 
opposition groups to transfer Walvis Bay and several islands to 
Namibia’s black government. Negotiators voted to endorse the- 
incorporation of Walvis Bay into Namibia and resolved: "To 
request the South African and Namibian governments to meet on 
an urgent basis to finalise the outstanding matters in order for 
incorporation of Walvis Bay and the offshore islands into Namibia 
to take place at the earliest opportunity." 

China, U.K. end talks on Hong Kong 

PEKING (AFP) — China and Britain are to resume talks on 
expanding democracy in Hong Kong in early September after a 
ninth round ended here Tuesday with no signs of any break- 
through in the long-running row. Britain's chief negotiator 
Ambassador McLaren said after the negotiations that "we have 
got through quite a lot of work in this round" but refused to talk 
in terms of progress. He told journalists he would return to 
London Wednesday for official discussions, but rejected sugges- 
tions they would be at cabinet level. The 10th round of talks is to 
take place on Sept. 4 and 5, the British embassy said. 

Foreigner pulled out of Thai hotel rubble _ 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The corpse of a Caucasian man has been 
pulled out of the rubble of a collapsed hotel in northeastern 
Thailand, officials at the rescue centre said Tuesday. The dead 
man could not be identified as no identification could be found 
near his body, which had been damaged beyond recognition, said 
the officials,’ contacted by telephone in Nkhon Ratchasima, 260 
kilometres (160 miles) northeast of here. He was found late 
Monday nigHt, pinned between two giant concrete boulders. The 
man’s face was crushed. He was the third foreigner confirmed 
dead in Nakhon Ratchasima’s Royal Plaza Hotel disaster. The 
death toil rose to 102 Tuesday. The hotel collapsed Friday 
morning, burying hundreds of guests and employees under piles 
of concrete and twisted steel. The two other foreigners confirmed - 
dead are a British woman. Janet Mawdsley. and a U.S. Air Force 
officer. Master-Sergeant Ramon D. Canda. a Filipino American. 


Troop 
pullback 
restarts in 
Abkhazia 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Georgian 
and Abkhazian authoritfes 
announced Tuesday that they 
Jiave resumed withdrawing their 
front-line forces from the north of 
the, Abkhazian capital Sukhumi, 
the’ agenrie^Jiuerfax and JTAR- 
TASS report^ ; ; : ■ ~ ; t 

The news that the withdrawal 
was" to restart at midnight (2000 
GMT Monday) came after Geor- 
gian and Abkhazian forces par- 
tially suspended their retreat 
from the area amid mutual 
accusations of violating a disen- 
gagement accord. 

Meanwhile the tripartite com- 
mission in Sochi, southern Rus- 
sia, set up to oversee the accord 
in the breakaway region of 
Abkhazia, put back the planned 
timetable for three days, accord- 
ing to a statement from the 
Abkhazian representative in 
Moscow. 

The delay until Aug. 20 will 
enable the terms of- a ceasefire 
agreement signed at the end of 
Jyly to be respected. The agree- 
ment came after more than a year 
of fighting and foresees a simulr 
taneous retreat of all troops in the 
areas of conflict. 

It also allows for the deploy- 
ment of an intervention force and 
the restoration in Sukhumi of the 
legal authorities chased from 
power last year by Georgian 
troops. 

On Sunday Abkhazian leader 
Vladislav Ardzinba ordered a 
halt to the departure from 
Abkhazian territorial of volun- 
teers from other parts of the 
Caucasus in southern Russia, 
accusing the Georgian troops of 
delaying their withdrawal. 

Under the terms of the timet- 
able the volunteers who account 
for about a third of the armed 
units fighting with Abkhazian 


Actor Stewart Granger dies at 88 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Actor 
Stewart Granger, who rose from 
movie extra to become one of the 
top leading men of Hollywood 
and British films in the 1940s and 
1950s, has died at the age of 80 

Granger, star of such films as 
Scaramouche and King Solo- 
mon's Mines, died at St. John's 
Hospital and Health Centre in 
the Los Angeles suburb of Santa 
Monica after a long bout with 
cancer, said hospital spokesman 
Gary Miereanu said. 

The British-born actor trained 
at the Webber-Douglas School of 
Dramatic Art and started his 
career in British films as an extra 
in 1933. 

After gaining acting experience 
with a number of stage com- 
panies, he returned to the screen 
as a leading man in 1939 and 
became one nof his country’s top 
romantic actOTs and one of its 
biggest box-office draws in the 
1940s. 

His only true rival was British 
actor James Mason. 

Granger soon attracted Holly- 
wood’s attention and in 1950, he 
signed with MGM Studios. 

Tor the next seven years, he 
played heroic swashbucklers, 
safari hunters and a number of 
other macho roles in big-budget 
adventure films. 

Granger starred in more than 
60 movies, including King Solo- 
mon's Mines, Scaramouche, Har- 
ry Black And The Tiger and the 
1952 remake of The Prisoner Of 
Zenda. 

Bom James Lablanche Stewart 
in London, Granger changed his 
name in the late 1930s to avoid 




Schoolboy sends 

girlfriend death 
certificate 

StfBS death certificate and 
sent it to her in her name, citing 
“frieidity" as the cause. The,. 

2S& schoo! smdent^^ 

ordered to app^r before a local 
magistrate to face charges for 
threatening behaviour, 
ities said. The girl s parenK haw 
filed suit in La Plata, the ca pita l 
of Buenos Aires province, offi- 
cials said- 

Chinawoman ha* 
taste for rubber 

PEKING (R) — Health author 
ities in Taiyuan, Shanxi province, 
in central China have discovered 
a woman who likes the taste of 
rubber so much she has eaten 
more than 800 rubber nipples for 
■baby feeding bottles since 19 90. 

I tMnninip F.VemnB 


Actor Stewart Granger and his second wife actress Jean Simmons at 
the Hollywood premier of King Solomon's Mines on March 15, 1951 . 
(AFP photo) 


confusion with another up-and- 
coming Hollywood star, Jimmy 
Stewart. 

Granger was married for a time 
to actress Jean Simmons and be- 
came a U.S. citizen in 1956. 

With his film career in decline 


in the 1970s, Granger accepted 
roles on American television. 

In 1991, he joined with Rex 
Harrison on Broadway in a reviv- 
al of The Grcle. 

Granger is survived by a son 
and three daughters. 


U.N. fears for thousands of 
Muslims trapped in Mostar 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. offi- 
cials said Tuesday they were in- 
creasingly concerned by the 
plight of up to 35,000 Muslims 
trapped with little food or water 
in the disputed southwest Bos- 
nian city of Mostar. 

They are ready to con'.ider air 
dropping relief supplier as a last 
resort to save lives. 

No aid convoys have reached 
the eastern part of the dty for two 
months. 

.In. Geneva- Bosnia's warring 
leaders- go£ dqwrikq negotiations 
on a future ethnic - dNison. after a 
prelinunary accord to make the 
capital Sarajevo a U.N.- 
controlled open city in the early 
stages of an overall settlement. 

Bosnia's Muslim President Ali- 
ja Izetbegovic met Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic for talks which 
■U.N. officials said would focus c\ 
the future of Muslim enclaves in 
eastern Bosnia. 

And the UNHCR aid agency' 
said in Geneva that firm offers 
, from abroad to treat sick and 
wounded Bosnians almost dou- 
bled overnight to 1250. This was 


enough to organise evacuations 
from towns across Bosnia. 

Concern here focused on Mos- 
tar, Bosnia’s second city. Mus- 
lims. crowded into the old town 
area have been under attack from 
Bosnian Serbs for the past year 
and are now being shelled and 
fired on bv Bosnian Croats, their 
former allies in the 16-month-old 
war. 

“We have been negotiating for 
access for six weeks. They have 
very little to eat.” said a United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees spokesman Tuesday. 

He said that if all else foils, the 
U.N. would resort to air drops to 
try to get supplies into eastern 
Mostar. But this would a last, 
desperate resort as air drops are 
extremely difficult to target. The 
heavy packages cannot be drop- 
red "directly on:-., the city itself. 

The Belgrade-based news 
agency Tanjug reported Tuesday 
that Bosnian” Croat forces had 
launched a fresh heavy artillery 
attack against government forces 
south of Mostar. 

Assured of hospital beds 


abroad for urgent cases, the 
UNHCR faces tremendous prob- 
lems in getting patients out of 
dties like Mostar, which are cut 
off by fighting. 

UNHCR spokesman Ron Red- 
mond told British television that 
future evacuees may be trans- 
ported out of Bosnia via 
Sarajevo. 

Bosnian leaders entering a 
second day of peace talks in 
Geneva were set to discuss Bos- 
nia’s disputed towns and dties 
after agreement in principle to 
turn Sarajevo into a demilitarised 
zone under U.N. control. 

United Nations Protection 
Force spokesman Barry Frewer 
sparked a row with Bosnians 
Muslim-led government Monday 
when he said the Serbs had re- 
laxed their grip on the dty to the 
point where it could no longer be 
called a siege. 

Vice President Ejup Ganic ac- 
cused Major Frewer of siding 
with the rebel Serbs and asked 
the U.N. to remove him from 
Bosnia. 


‘ Japan had secret plan to destroy 
Australia with a rat attack 9 


.news ivpvnv- • — . me 

in her mid-30s, developed a taste ~ 
for rubber three years ago. One 
day she chewed a rubber nipple 
to pieces and swallowed, the 
newspaper said in a report ^After 
i that, she ate more than 800 of 
them. Her brother likes to eat 
rubber bands, the paper added. 

Peeping tom 
cameraman earns 
cheerleadei protest 

TOKYO (R) — Organisers of a 
high school baseball tournament 
said Tuesday they won an apolo- 
gy from Japan's public television 
network after one of its camera- 
men filmed "low-angled" shots of « I 
mini-skirted cheer leaders. “It is V 
inexcusable," said Naotaka 
Makino, chief organiser of the' 
nationally-televised tournament, 
in a statement. While his network- 
gave blanket live coverage to 
on-field events, the 29-year-old 
man took up position by a flight 
of steps below the cheerleaders, 
and pointed' his home-video 
camera up their skirts, “focusing 
on the lower half of their bodies”. 

Irish should study rock group U2 
in .college. 

Drug swallowing 
smuggler bagged 
in Japan 

TOlfro (R) — A New Zealan- 
der has been, arrested -in Japan 
after he was. alleged to have 
smuggled drugs by swallowing 
huge quantities of Marijuana, a 
customs official said Tuesday. 

The offirial at Osaka Internation- 
al Airport in -western Japan said 
construction engineer Kerry 
Mitchell, 37. was seized there on 
July 12 after he was alleged < 
have swallowed 755 grammes of 
the drug in 118 individual plastic 
packets. “It was amazing — the 
guy swallowed more , than 700 
grammes of marijuana "in packets 
done up in plastic food wrap," 
said the official. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Japan bad a 
secret wartime plan to destroy 
Australia with a .rat attack, 
according to a report published 
here Tuesday. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 

J juoted recently discovered 
apanese military documents de- 
tailing some of Imperial Army 
Unit 731’s activities. 

The rats were to have been 
carrying fleas infected with dis- 
eases such as bubonic plague 
(“black death"), cholera and 
typhoid developed by the in- 
famous Unit, according to the 
Herald report from Tokyo. 

The documents were said to 
have been released Monday by a 


separatists were to have left the . group of Japanese revisionist 
territory known as the Western .historians including Professor 
front along the Gumista River Hirofami Hayashi of Kanto Uni- 
north of Snkhumi by Mond.ay. > versify. 


They show the unit's comman- 
der. Lieutenant Shiro Ishii, was 
ordered to ensure the plague 
bacteria could remain viable for a 
month so that it could be shipped 
to Sydney, Melbourne or Hawaii. 

Prof. Hayashi said the plan was 
probably to release the flea- 
bearing rats in the dties. - 

More than 3,000 Chinese, Ko- 
rean and Mongolian civilians 
were said to have died after being 
deliberately infected with the dis- 
eases and subjected to other ex- 
periments at the unit's biological 
warfare centre at Harbin in Man- 
churia, the report said. 

In another inddent, several 
hundred people died in an 
epidemic started during a series 
of trial attacks using plague- 


report said. 

A later attack along the Zhe- 
gan Railway backfired when 
Japanese troops blundered into 
an infected area and 1,700 of 
them died of plague, dysentary 
and cholera. 

Another attack aimed at 
Saipan was foiled when a sub- 
marine armed with plague-filled 
torpedoes was sunk. 

The deadly badlli was also to 
have been used against Samoa, 
Guam and the Bataan peninsula 
m the Philippines 

Queensland University inter- 
national relations and Asia expert 
Glen Barclay said Tuesday there 
has long been speculation based 
on pieces of evidence about 


infected fleas against Chinese Japan’s fixation with chemical 
civilian targets in Human pro- warfare experiments durine 
. vmce, in Nmgbo and Jinhua, the World War n. B 


U.N. takes issue with charges of waste, fraud 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Some criticism of the U.N. 
bureaucracy by a British Sunday 
newspaper was erroneous but 
other complaints were justified, a 
U.N. spokesman said, promising 
a more detailed response to speci- 
fic charges at a later date. 

He was commenting on an in- 
vestigation by the London Sun- 
day Times which charged the 
United Nations wasted about 
$400 million a year through mis- 
management and corruption and 
had suppressed a report detailing 
the extent of financial abuse. The 
charges quoted in the Times were 
widely reported by other news 
media. 

“There are a number of things 
in it (the newspaper) which are 
just completely wrong, which are 
erroneous.” the U.N. spokesman 
said. 

He died criticism by someone 
whom the newspaper identified 
as a former U.N. assistant 
secretary-general who had actual- 
ly been a United States assistant 
secretary of state. 

The spokesman also took issue 
with a charge that U.N. fadlities 


reflected a lavish lifestyle. The 
contract with a catering firm 
which ran the main U.N. res- 
taurant required it to pay its own 
way and there was absolutely no 
cost to the United Nations, he 
said. 

Addressing criridsm that some 
former staff members who drew a 
pension were also paid consultan- 
cy fees,' he said that since the 
organisation did not have enough 


a more timely basis.” report . has been analysed verv 

He also said the United Na- dosely. y 

lions ohserved too many spedaJ "There are certain things in it 
“decades and years and offirial .which we think are simply not 
celebrations and what have you.” accurate. . . there is a lot in it that I 
But such observances were de- agree with and senior U.N. pet>- 
rided bv the General Assembly, pie agree with, and his (Thom- 
compnsing representatives of all burgh’s) recommendations are 


former staff members who drew a member states, and not by the being analysed and many of them 
pension were also paid consultan- U.N. secretariat, he stressed. will be put into effect in the next 
cy fees,' he said that since the The newspaper article failed to year or two.” 
organisation did not have enough note that “a lot of things that are 

qualified experts for a growing done at the U.N. are done as a s P ec, fic allegations 

number of missions, retired result of derisions of member 5 s P e 5 ia i/ re ^ at *ng 

senior personnel were sometimes states," he' added. jne^xeneva-based office of the 

hired to carry out specific tasks. The spokesman also denied a nj2™ SSl ° ncr f ? r R e- 


Regarding specific allegations 


senior personnel were sometimes states," he added, 
hired to carry out specific tasks. The spokesman 


"I really don’t see anything 
terribly wrong about this." the 
Spokesman said. 

But he added: “There are the 
things in the article which I hap- 
pen to feel' are quite legitimate. 
Any time you have a very large 
bureaucracy, you are going to 
have abuses, you are going io 
have problems with mismanage- 
ment. Regrettably, you will al- 
ways have problems with 
fraud...” 

He agreed the U.N. Human 
Rights Yearbook, current only up 
to 1986, "should be published on 


that the United Nations ignored a 
highly critical report submitted 
earlier this year by the then-U.N. 
under secretary-general for admi- 
nistration and management, for- 
mer U.S. Attorney-General Dick 
Thornburgh. 

The newspaper said the report 
— never circulated as a public 
U.N. document though widely 
•leaked last March — had been 
“suppressed and later shred- 
ded," 

Denying it had 'been “deep- 
sixed" (buried), the U.N. spokes- 
man said: “Every aspect of that 


fogees (UNHCR), he said ex- 
planations were being sought. 

Mr. Thornburgh, in his report 
Nations waj 
almost totally lacking in effec- 
tive means to deal with fraud 
waste and abuse by staff mem- 

£** of ^^.highlighted in 
the reports of audit agencies and 
the news media. 

He also said that due to defects 
in the organisation’s personnel 
pohey there was "too much 
d <* n S too little work 
and too few good staff members 
doing too much.” 


Polish cardinal 
attacks spread of 
'sex propaganda’ 

WARSAW (R) — Poland’s Ro- 
man Catholic primate, Cardinal. 
Jozef Glemp, has attacked what he' 
called a growth of sex propagan- 
da and “sex maniacs” in the 
country. "Parish and synod cir- 
cles must methodically and con- 
stantly work out how to ralW’ 
society away from the euphoria d-' - 
sex and limit the influence of sex 
maniacs,” he told tens of 
thousands of people on an annual 
pilgrimage to Poland’s holiest 
shrine, at the Jasna Gora Monas- 
tery in Czestochowa. Card. 
Glemp said books used for sex 
education in schools paid too 
much attention to technique and 
not enough to the love and affec- 
tion involved in what he called 
“God’s bounty”. 

Neglected female 
monkeys seek 
affection — report 

TOKYO (R) — Most of the 
female monkeys in a Japanese 
zoo began having sex with each 
other after the chief male wore, 
himself out battling younger riv- ( 
aU and lost the urge, a Tokyo 

7^ y #? ld .i T !! csday ' The 
Zoo found that, during the last 

h^ e ?i I l e rr Se ^ on Ocro 

oer and February, 13 of the 18 

females aged four and above 
turned to each other for afifec- 
tion, Mamichi Shimbun reported. 
■This is apparently because the 
oom moneky was so worn out bv 
2£» t off young rivals f he 
“ i dn l H ee P “P the pace of 
matmg, it quoted a zoo official 

i m2K i 200 were not 

.mmedi«ely avaifobfo for com- 

the 17 - ye ? r -° ld ^ 

pack of Japanese 
monkeys had seen his gSpon 
power slipping since last year as 
? younger monkeys mounted 
offirial 

£LJ£ a™* 1 * ^ believe it’s a 
temporary phenomenon seen 
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Brazil still confident of 
keeping World Cup record 

RIO DR tANnon ■ 


WO DE JANEIRO (Ry — 
Brazil's players are confident 
they can keep the country's 
proud record of taking pan in 
every World Cup finals after 
their l-l draw in Uruguay. 

^'th the last four matches 
in Brazil, I am sure we can 
gj ar ??“ e 0Ur place at the 
World Cup,” said midfielder 
Mauro Suva, following Sun- 
day s bruising encounter in 
Montevideo. 

"We’ll be looking to gei at 
least seven points out of the 
last eight. It won’t be easy but 
we will do it," commented 
trainer Carlos Alberto Par- 
reira. 

- S *"“ lh * W <”M Cup began 
m 1930, Brazil are the only 
country to have taken pan in 
all 14 final tournaments, win- 
ning the World Cup in 1958. 
1962 and 1970. 

Bolivia lead South America 
Group B with eight points. 
Brazil, Uruguay and Ecuador 
are all level on four points, but 
Brazil have the enormous 
advantage of playing all their 
remaining matches at home. 

Brazil’s qualification looked 
in doubt thre.e weeks ago after 
they lost in Bolivia, which mas- 
have caused some jitters 
among, the World Cup Orga- 
nising Committee. 

Their next match is against 
Ecuador Sunday in Sao Paulo. 

Three of Bolivia's lasr four 
games are away which will 
reveal how much the group 
leaders have owed their im- 
pressive performances to the 
advantage of playing in La Paz 
3,700 metres above sea level. 



Brazil’s Bebcto (left) looks on as Uruguay’s Daniel Sanchez fright) 
kicks the ball in an acrobatic position daring their World Cup 
qualification match (AFP photo) 


Brazil's players were at last 
given some praise' at home for 
their performance in Monte- 
video, although most of it was 
for their determination rather 
than traditional Brazilian skill. 

Full back Jorginho, defender 
Marcio Santos and midfield 
destroyer Dunga were ail 
acclaimed but team captain 
Rai, despite scoring Brazil’s 
goal, was still uncharacteristi- 
cally slow and missed two cru- 
cial second half chances. 

But the result was not 
enough for coach Carlos 


Alberto Parreira to endear 
himself entirely to Brazilian 
fans. 

As the delegation arrived at 
Montevideo airport to catch 
their flight home, they were 
greeted by a group of Brazi- 
lians waving banners with the 
words "get out, Parreira." 

Uruguay, having already 
dropped a point at home to 
Ecuador and lost to Bolivia, 
were left on the point of eli- 
mination and trainer Luis 
Cubilla’s job is now hanging by 
a thread. 


Milan face up to life without Dutch stars 

Van Basten, Lentini recovering 


• ROME (R) — - AC Milan must f3ce up to life 
without the trio of Dutchmen who made them 
famous the world over as they begin their bid for a 
third successive Italian title.’ 

Ruud Gullit is seeking fresh glory with domestic 
rivals Sampdoria while Frank Rijkaard has turned 
his back on the stresses of the Italian game and 
returned to Ajax Amsterdam. 

Only striker Marco Van Basten rewmains of the 
trinity which helped Milan conquer Italy and 
Europe. But he faces a grim and lonely struggle for 
fitness after two ankle operations in the past eight 
months. 

“We have to accept that there aren’t other 
Gullits and Rijkaards in circulation," Milan coach 
Fabio Capello said, admitting their departure 
would change the face of his squad. 

“They are two great players who have a place in 
; Milan’s history but woe betide us should we try to 
•find mirror images of them,” he added in an 
interiew with daily La Repubblica. 

“A coach is like a wine-maker: he must produce 
#he best wine with the grapes he has available.” 

Milan experienced a bitter-sweet end to last 
season, defeat by Marseille in the European Cup 
final preventing them from fully savouring their 
Italian title triumph. 

Long seen as the world’s top team, things had 
begun to turn sour at home as they won just one of 
their final 12 league matches after posting a record 
58-game unbeaten run over two seasons. 

Capello must now re-motivate a club seeking to 
become the first since Torino in the 1940s to win 
three successive Italian titles. Swift revenge in 
Europe is also a priority. 


Milan still have six foreign players on their 
books but their two new signings lack the lustre of 
the departed Dutchmen. 

Danish midfielder-cum-wingcr Brian Laudrup is 
on loan from relegated Fiorentina while inconsis- 
tent Romanian striker Florian Raducioiu has 
moved from Brescia, another dub that went down. 

Both face a tough battle for a first team berth. 

The Milan coach has a squad of more than 25 
players to pick from but that could prove as much a 
handicap as a help with so many egos to be 
bruised. 

The jumbo squad is made necessary in part by 
the number of friendlies Milan play, games lapped 
up by the television channles which dub president 
Silvio Berlusconi controls. 

But the huge number of players could not 
prevent the Milan squad from looking increasingly 
world-weary as it limped over the finishing line last 
June. 

The work load is already beginning to take its 
toll after an all too brief summer break. 

Defender Christian Panucci, an expensive close- 
season signing designed to inject some youth into 
an ageing defence, will miss the first few weeks 
with a knee injury sustained in a friendly. 

Milan will also be without the talents of winger 
Gianluigi Lentini for the next few months as he 
recovers from a car crash. 

European Footballer of the Year Van Basten 
has refused to set a date for his return to action, 
having played briefly last May before frustratingly 
requiring fresh surgery. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
CiM2 TiMia IMi 9mon. me 

BRIDGE WITH 
North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A9 8 

V J 62 

0 Q 10 7 4 

* A 10 4 

WEST EAST 

*76532 

775 9 8 3 

0 K 6 0 A J fl 8 5 

* K Q 8 3 *952 

SOUTH 

* K 10 4 

V A E Q 10 4 
0 3 2 

* J 8 7 
The bidding. 

South Wait North Em 

1 ? Paw 1 NT 

2 * Pin 3 <? 

4 7 Pom Pane Pm— 

Opening teed; Seven of * 

Brazil is the major force in South 
American bridge. The team is led by 
the mercurial Gabriel Chagas, and 
his flair for the unexpected tends to 
overshadow the exceptional abilities 
of his fellow team members. His 
partner, Marcelo Branco, starred on 
ihiq hand from the Brazil -Canada 
match at the recent World Bridge 
Olympiad. 

North's one- no- trump response 
was forcing and South'! rebid of two 
chibs did not promise more than a 


A LATIN BEAT 

three-card suit. North's jump to 
three hearts confirmed invitational 
values with three-card support, and 
a convincing argument could be 
made for the auction to end right 
there. Branco, however, pressed on 
tO pnw. 

West’s top-of-noebing lend of the 
■even of spades revealed the loca- 
tion of the spade honors. Declarer 
captured East's jack with the king 
and led a low Weal rose 

with the king and had one last gasp. 
A diamond continuation to East's 
jock and a low diamond bock would 
have forced declarer to take an anti- 
percentage play in dubs to land the 
game. But West persevered with a 
spade, and declarer guessed right by 
putting up the see W get the good 
news— the queen came toppling 
down. 

Declarer drew uumps in three 
rounds, ***«ti«*g in hand, and led a 
diamond Lo the ten. That lost to the 
jack, but declarer claimed the con- 
tract. If East returned a dub, declar- 
er would lose only one trick in the 
suit If East exiled with a low dia- 
mond, declarer would discard a club 
and either the queen of diamonds 
would score an immediate trick or 
be established far another chib dis- 
cord with the ace of chibs os an 
entry to dummy. Either wsy, declar- 
er could lose only three tricks in the 
minor suits. 


Gascoigne 
worries Lazio 

ROME (R) — England and 
Lazio midfielder Paul Gascoigne 
is "overweight" after a leisurely 
summer and will be only 70 per 
cent fit when the season starts, 
according to a report in Corriere 
Dello Sport newspaper Tuesday. 
The report said Lazio coach Dino 
Zoff was rapidly losing patience 
with the man supposed to be the 
team's inspiration . 

The talented but erratic Gas- 
coigne .arrived for pre-season 
training five kilos (11 lbs) over- 
weight and has looked well below 
his best as Lazio have struggled in 
a series of friendlies against quali- 
ty foreign opposition. The club 
also suggested to him that he 
should inm the length of his new 
hairstyle in which shoulder-length 
extensions were added to his 
own hair. 


1 st Division Basketball Championship 


Ahli, Qrthodoxi to clash 
today in 1st round final 

By Alecs Buuyaa 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s all-time basketball rivals, AI Ahli 
and AI Onhodoxi, meet again Wednesday evening in the final 
match of (he first round of the 1993 First Division Basketball 
Championship organised by the Jordan Basketball Federation 
(«F). 

By press time Tuesday evening it was not dear however if the 
scheduled match would actually take place as AI Orthodoxi was in 
protest of a recent JBF decision regarding their coach and player 
Murad Barakat. 

After a recent under- 14 boys match, both AI Onhodoxi coach 
Barakat and AI Ahli coach YanaJ Qunasb were suspended by the 
JBF for the entire 1993 season for unsportsmanlike conduct 
during their match. 

AI Orthodoxi Tuesday threatened to boycott the match unless 
the decision was reversed, although informed sources told the 
Jordan Time* that the JBF had actually reappealed their decision 
and opted for a final wanting of bach coaches. 

JBF officials were unavailable for comment. 

Since this year’s competition began in early August, both teams 
have displayed a strong form, easily overcoming all their 
opponents despite the fact that they bad a mere 7 weeks to rest 
since the 1992 championship was decided after a 6 month 
postponement from January to June. 

1992 champions AI Ahli and runners-up AI Orthodoxi are now 
tied with 12 points in the overall standings after maintaining an 
unbeaten streak. 

AI Ahli who are now in first place on score difference beat AI 
Orthodoxi in four of their five dashes during the past six months. 
They have a more coherent team with a full lineup of experienced 
as well as promising young players. 

They beat newcomers AI Ashrafieh and AI Wifaq 112-43 and 
85-21; AI Watani 86-29; AI Hussein 95-54; Ai Jalil 92-60 and Ai 
Jazirch 128-66. 

On tbc other hand. A) Orthodoxi, now depending on younger, 
less experienced players coached by key player Murad Barakat. 
succeeded in scoring big wins hoping to be prepared to face AI 
Ahli and avert the humiliating results that cost them the 1992 title. 

During the past two weeks AI Orthodoxi beat AI Wifaq 95-48; 
AI Hussein 78-63; AI Jazirch 97-67; AI Ashrafieb 15068; AI 
Watani 105-63 and AI Jalil 90-71. 

AI Jazireh are in third place after disposing of the usual third 
place holders AI Jalil 91-79. They also beat Ai Hussein 87-62 and 
AI Watani 79-60. 

Al Jalil are in fourth place after losing to AI Jazireh and scoring 
a big win of 100-46 over Al Hussein, while Al Watani are now in 
fifth place after managing a hard-fought 80-78 upset of Ai Hussein 
in double overtime. 

Standings prior to Wednesday’s match 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

AhU 

6 

6 

— 

598 

273 

12 

Orthodoxi 

6 

6 

— 

615 

382 

12 

Jazirch 

7 

5 

2 

593 

516 

12 

JaUl 

7 

4 

3 

587 

-464 

11 

Watonl 

• 7 

3 

4 

467 

530 

10 

Husefa 

7 

2 

5 

502 

541 

9 

Aahraflch 

7 

1 

6 

347 

669 

8 

Wifaq 

7 

— 

7 

299 

633 
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Ex-minister detained in 
Marseille soccer scandal 


PARIS (AP) — Investigators of 
the Olympique Marseille soccer 
payoff scandal Tuesday detained 
the chief of staff of a member of 
parliament, who denied a gas 
station receipt discredited his 
story. 

In an interview on French 
radio, socialist lawmaker and for- 
mer cabinet minister Jacques 
Mellick pleaded that “this service 
station affair" be put to an end. 

News of the credit card receipt, 
which surfaced Monday night and 
exploded across front pages Tues- 
day.-was from a station in the 
northern French town of Bcthune 
around the time Mellick says be 
met with Marseille owner and 
fellow lawmaker Bernard Tapie. 

“That card, it is available to 
members of my cabinet and my 
direct co-workers who don’t have 
a card,” Mellick. who is also 
Bethune’s mayor, said in an inter- 
view on France- Info Radio. “It’s 
not my cafe, it’s not my chauf- 
feur.” 

Tapie contends he met with 
Mellick on the afternoon of June 
17 and denies having seen former 
Valenciennes coach Boro Primor- 
ac, who claims Tapie offered him 
incentives to take the blame in 
the soccer payoff scandal. 

The detention of MeUic aide 
Chris tophe Lapeyre for question- 
ing and the storm over the receipt 
were the latest in an affair that 
has dominated the media, 
angered loyalists and amused cri- 
tics of Tapie and his team amid 
the summer vacation doldrums. 

“Mellick: L'alibi au tapis” (the 
alibi on the carpet) read a huge 
headline on the newspaper 
France-Soir. using a wordplay 


with Tapie’s name. 

Jean-Pierre Bernes, former 
manager of Tapir’s team, is fight- 
ing charges he bought off two 
players of the Valenciennes team 
to go easy in a pre-championship 
match. Two of the Valenciennes 
players and one of their wives are 
also charged. 

Marseille defeated Valencien- 
nes and went on six days later to 
clinch France’s first European 
soccer title when it edged AC 
Milan 1-0 on May 26. 

Tapie said Tuesday that he 
didn’t need MeUick’s help for an 
alibi, since he said be met with 
other people around the same 
time, and he criticised the news 
media for sensationalising the 
scandal. 


World Athletics Championships 

Ottey, Lewis have new goals 


argumc 

official: 


STUTTGART (AFP) — Mer- 
lcne Ottey and Carl Lewis shook 
off the disappointment of their 
100 metres defeats and set them- 
selves new goals at the World 
Athletic Championships Tues- 
day. 

“I've put the 100 mentally to 
one side,” the Jamaican said after 
her 200m beat. “I'm concentrat- 
ing on the 200.” 

However, she could not resist a 
dig at the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation which today 
changed the times of Monday's 
100m final, crediting both Oney 
and Gail Devers with l0.82sec. 
Last night, after two hours of 
:ent in the committee room, 
icials rejected a Jamaican pro- 
test and declared Devers the win- 
ner in 10. 81 sec. 

There was a similar situation at 
last year's Olympics when the 
American had to wait while offi- 
cials studied the photo-finish be- 
fore giving her the verdict over 
another Jamaican. Juliet Cuth- 
bert. 

”1 know I won that race," Ottey 
said. I didn't want a Mercedes, 1 
only wanted a gold medal." In 13 
years of high-level competition 
the 33-year-old has won 10 
bronze medals. 

The IAAF persuaded the Ger- 
man car firm to give each winner 
a Mercedes. 

Lewis, 32. would have given his 
prize away if he had won 
although he said today he had not 
seriously imagined he could beat 
Linford Christie. 

“We analysed the mistakes we 
made in the 100 and I'm pretty 
optimistic. I realise I have a 
chance to run a great 200,” he 
said after running the fastest 
200m heat of 20.45, looking 
round at his opponents three 
time s as he eased up. 

The American has only one 
200m gold medal out of 16 in his 
World Championship and Olym- 
pic collection. 

Thai success came in the 1984 
Los Angeles Olympics, although 
he carelessly allowed club-mate 
Jo Deloach to beat him on the 
line in the Seoul Games final; 

Christie has pulled out of the 
200m, ostensibly with a sore 
throat, although British team 
officials would not say if there 
had been a repetition of the 
celebrations which followed his 



U.S. sprinter Gail Devers (right front) and Jamaica’s Marlene Ottey 
(right, covered) dip for the finish line o: the women's 100 metres final 
at the World Athletics Cbampior-shiys ,Al'? photo) 


100m triuniph in the European 
Championships here in 

"It doesn't change anything tor 
me ihat Christie withdrew. I'm 
forgetting the 100 and now focus- 
sing on the 20." Lewis said. 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee dug her- 
self out of a deep hole in her 
attempt to reclaim the world hep- 
tathlon title. 

She walked smiling out of the 
pit after jumping 7.04m with her 
last attempt to extend her narrow 
lead after rive events. 

"I'm a little bit happier than ! 
was yesterday but there’s a long 
way to go," ’said the 31 -year-old 
who followed up her worst high 
jump in nine years yesterday with 
a very mediocre shot put. 

She led Svetlana Buraga of 
Belarus, .fc*" 51 points and Ger- 


man's Sabins Braun by 80. 

Russia's Galina Malchugina 
was :'_s:csi in the women's 200m 
heats ahead of Marie- Jose Perec 
of France. 

Olympic champion Gwen Torr- 
ence of the United States was 
third fastest while Taiwan's Huei- 
Cen Wane enjoyed a rare win 
over Russia's Irina Privalova. 

Ottey was eighth fastest but 
none of the favourites were going 
all-out 2: these early stages. 

China's Min Chunfeng, 1991 
Asian champion, had the third 
longest throw in the women’s 
discus qualifying. 

Her 63.56ni was just short of 
German favourite like Wyludda’s 
64.06m and Cuban Olympic 
champion Mariiza Marten's 
63.66m. 


USOC trying to help Bosnia athletes 


COLORADO SPRINGS (R) — 
In an effort to rescue a generation 
of Bosnian athletes, the U.S. 
Olympic Committee said Monday 
it was trying to bring 30 of them 
to the United States where they 
can train for the Olympics. 

Sixteen tennis players, aged 
13-19, 13 swimmers and one 
speed skater would be brought to 
tne United States under the 
“Save the Athletes of Bosnia 
Project." 

“The idea is to save a genera- 
tion of athletes in Bosnia,” said 
Harvey Schiller, executive direc- 
tor of the U.S. Olympic Commit- 
tee, or USOC. 

“This is our way of trying to 
help the athletes of this war zone 
to continue training and to keep 
the important aspect of sport 
alive in their country,” he said in 


a statement issued by the commit- 
tee. 

The athletes are beginning to 
request vjas from U.S. consulates 
and the USOC has notified the 
State Department about the re- 
quests. said USOC spokesman 
Bob Condron. 

Predrag Medjeski, executive 
director of the Olympic Commit- 


tee of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
asked for help from National 
Olympic committees of the world 
to "help with 242 athletes in 15 
sports. 

The USOC said funds for the 
athletes would come from outside 
contributors and not from the 
USOC athlete support program- 
mes and general budget. 


PIANOS 

RENTING, TUNING Sr REPAIRING j 

Lowest prices — Best services 
Tel.: 662467-Amman. 

NB: For the beat performance from both the Plano end 
the Student, we recommend that the Plano be 
tuned every aix months. 

Will buy used pianos.' 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor apartment consisting of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, two salons, garage, telephone, separate 
central heating. 

Location: Near Abdulla Ghosheh Street, behind Jaber 
Commercial Complex. 

Call tel. 815825 and 817010 


FOR RENT 

Fully-fumished 1st floor apartment at best location in 
Sweifieh. 

4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living, dining - family room. 
Glassed-in balcony, modem kitchen, central T.V.. tele- 
phone and all electrical appliances. Separate heating. 
Also wall-to-wall carpet. 

Address: Abdullah Ben Tareq SL, Build. No. 24. 
Owner's telephone: (822771 >-(818582) 


ES FOR SALE 
1 ; Terrier (7) weeks old 
2. Swiss-hound (6) weeks old. 

Please call Tel.: 711878 


■FOR SALE 


1. Honda Accord, dark grey colour, iuii options, duty 
unpaid. The car is now at the Customs Department. 

2. Nissan Ultima, model 1990. purchased from the agency 
in 1991 with Jordanian plates, white colour, full options, 
mileage is 36.000 kilometres, in excellent condition. 

Please call tel. 672441, S92039 


JAQUAR FOR-SALE 


XJ6- 


MODEL 1981 - a 
IN A VERY GOOD CONDITION / 

PLEASE CALL 691356 / 691659 


4.2 

PRICE :JD 35.000 


DUTY UNPAID CAR 


BMW 735.1 — 1985 — Silver Blue. Full 
options, air conditioned, excellent condition- 
ing. ABS brake. 

For information call Haitham. 
Tel. 683178 



AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality all 
over the Middle East area. y 

provided with: 

* Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, Tlz. 213SC ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tei. 642722 
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[Cinema 


- Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


TOW,! 


A 
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Schwarzenegger 
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LAST ACTION HERO 

Sbo«: 11-30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

FINAL ANALYSIS 

Shew* 3:30, K.-J0. 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 




Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed Al Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 


Gncaa 




Martin Short 8 Danny Glover 
In 

Pure Luck 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 1030 
On Thursday and Friday special show for ^ 
children at 11 a.m. a festival of cartoons. 



Coming soon: 

Fuad ShomaKy 
Abu Fayek 

in the popu.iar comedy: 
Al llmu Nuron 


Nabil & Hisham's Te, - : 6251f ' 

AH1AR I THEATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 


r~" - 
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U.S. said planning to put 
Sudan on ‘terrorism’ list 

Reports implicate Sudanese diplomats 


in New York bombing conspiracy 


Combined agency dispatches 


WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher was 
preparing to place Sudan on the 
U.S. list of states accused of 
sponsoring terrorism and an 
announcement could come as 
soon as Wednesday, U.S. offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The United States increasingly 
has been concerned about 
Sudan’s ties to Iran and radical 
groups and this is to be the basis 
of Mr. Christopher's decision, the 
'officials told Reuters. 

■ :But the determination also 
comes after an ABC television 
report on Monday that U.S. in- 
telligence officials believe top 
'government officials of Sudan 
'were involved in a plot earlier this 
year to blow up the United Na- 
tions, Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigations (FBI) headquarters and 
two tunnels in New York. 

Mr. Christopher is “expected 
to make an announcement about 
his decision within a matter of 
"days,” a State Department offi- 
cial said. Another official, who 
- declined to be identified, said Mr. 
Christopher was “preparing to 
'conduct the necessary notifica- 
tion of foreign governments and 
'members of Congress" that 
■Sudan has been placed on the 
•terrorism list. 

• A taped conversation between 
the alleged ringleader of the plot 
■and an informant points to 
Sudanese diplomats as accom- 
plices, ABC said. 

The conversation has con- 
vinced U.S. officials to put Sudan 
on Washington's list of terrorist 
States, the New York Times re- 
ported Tuesday. That means 
Sudan would not receive military 
equipment and other non- 


humanitarian assistance from the 
United States, and Americans 
who trade with Sudan would have 
to certify that material sold has 
no military use. 

ABC News said Monday that 
the Sudanese government was 
involved in the foiled plot. 

Sudan's alleged operatives in 
New York City were two men 
working for the Sudanese mission 
to the world body, ABC said, 
citing U.S. intelligence sources. 

It identified the two diplomats 
as Siraj Yousef, the counsellor to 
the Sudanese mission, and 
Ahmad Mohammad, the third 
secretary. 

In a telephone interview from 
his Manhattan borne, Mt. Yousef 
told the Associated Press that 
“everything mentioned by ABC 
News is absolutely erroneous and 
untrue." 

“Ahmad Mohammad and I are 
not intelligence officers," Mr. 
Yousef said, adding that he has 
never been questioned in the case 
by U.S. authorities. 

Federal agents monitoring the 
Sudanese learned that when the 
ambassador, Ahmad Suliman, 
heard of the plot, he confronted 
Mr. Ydusef, the network said. 

But when Mr. Suliman con- 
tacted Hassan Turabi, the leader 
erf the National Islamic Front, 


Sudan's ruling party. ABC said 
ji told the a 


Dr. Turabi told the ambassador 
‘Ho mind his own business.’ 

ABC said there was no evi- 
dence that Mr. Suliman knew of 
the plot. 

U.N. security sources have said 
in the past that investigators were 
looking into the possible involve- 
ment of employees at the mis- 
sion. New reports have men- 
tioned Sudanese diplomats but 
have not given names. 


ABC quoted the U.S. sources 
as saying they believed the two 
men allegedly intelligence offic- 
ers for the Sudanese government 
— helped five other Sudanese 
who have been indicted in the 
conspiracy to bomb four New 
York sites, including the Lincoln 
and Holland tunnels and a federal 
office building housing the FBI. 

The five Sudanese were among 
11 suspects arrested in the plot, 
which was uncovered in June with 
the help of a government infor- 
mant. Some were allegedly loyal 
to Sheikh Omar AbduJ Rahman, 
whose followers also have been 
implicated in the World Trade 
Centre bombing. __ 

ABC quoted from transcripts it 
obtained of taped conversations 
between the government infor- 
mant, Em ad Salem, and Siddig 
Ibrahim Siddig Ali, the alleged 
ringleader of the plot. 

It quoted Mr. Salem as saying 
that “the brothers who are in the 
Sudanese embassy, are they 
going to be with us?” 

" Mr. Siddig Ali, who is 
Sudanese, replies, ‘‘Gfod willing, 
yes. ... There is someone who is 
going to help me. High-level 
man.” 

At another point, the two men 
discuss getting weapons from the 
Sudan. 

Mr. Yousef told the AP that he 
knows Mr. Siddig AH, but only as 
a member of the Sudanese com- 
munity in New York. 

In the plot to bomb the United 
Nations, according to ABC, the 
Sudanese diplomats were to help 
get the suspects into a garage 
under the building by supplying 


them with diplomatic plates to 
pass security, when the task was 


complete, the mission would help 
them escape. 


Financial scandal puts 
Rabin on shaky ground 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Seeking to 
avoid a crisis that could deraifthe 
Middle East peace talks. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin Tuesday 


rejected demands to suspend a 
deputy minister accused of divert- 


ing state funds. 

'The religious Shas party has 
threatened "to withdraw from Mr. 
Rabin's coalition over the case 
involving Raphael Pinchasi, a 
party leader and deputy minister 
of religious affairs. That would 
leave Mr. Rabin with a par- 
liamentary minority and could 
force new elections. 

Mr. Rabin's view, according to 
government sources, came in re- 
sponse to a supreme court appeal 
by an Israeli clean government 
league seeking to unseat Pinchasi 
pending his trial: The court is 
scheduled to hear the 


case 


Wednesday. 

Mr. Rabin's written reply said 


that Israeli law does not require 
suspending a deputy minister 
from his post to face charges, the 
sources said on condition of 
anonymity. They said Mr. Rabin 
noted the charges did not involve 
personal gain. 

The prune minister's reported 
opinion contradicted that of 
Israel's Attorney General Yosef 
Harish, who recommended sus- 
pending Mr. Pinchasi, a govern- 
ment source said. Mr. Rabin's 
letter will be included in the 
attorney general's official reply to 
the court, he added. 

. A draft of a charge sheet 


against Mr. Pinchasi accuses him 
of misappropriating money and 
falsifying document in connec- 
tion with funding for Shas. The 
violations were committed under 
the former Likud government 
headed by Yitzhak 'Shamir. 

The case against Mr. Pinchasi 
could be a matter of survival for 
Mr. Rabin’s ruling coalition. 
Shas, a Hebrew acronym for 
Torah Guardians, a Sephardic 
religious party, holds crucial six 
seats in the 64-member coalition. 

Without Shas, Mr. Rabin could 
only hold on to power based on 
outside support from Arab legis- 
lators. This would deprive him of 
the Jewish majority Mr. Rabin 
says he needs to make significant 
concessions such as yielding land 
forpeace with the Arabs. 

The battle over Mr. Pinchasi is 
a precursor to a more significant 
fight expected next week, when 
the court hears an appeal to 
suspend another Shas leader. In- 
tenor Minister Aryeh Deri. 

Mr. Deri has been under inves- 


tigation for three years on allej 
tions of fraud. Mr. Rabin 


backed Mr. Deri's hesitation to 
step down. 

Some analysts believe Shas 
may remain in the government 
even if Mr. Pinchasi and Mr. Deri 


were ousted. But Mr Deri is a key 

.. ti.ll: 


disciple of Shas’ mentor. Rabbi 
Ovaaiah Yosef, a proponent of 


the peace talks. Some analysts 
have speculated that the party 
would whither without him . 


Babangida offers to resign, 
but will not say if he will 


LAGOS (AP) — General Ibra- 
him Babangida told lawmakers 
on Tuesday that he has offered to 
resign as president and comman- 
der in chief, but the mercurial 
ruler cryptically refused to say 
whether he would actually step 
down. 

. In a much-anticipated address, 
Gen. Babangida said he made his 
resignation offer to his top offic- 
ers, whose ultimate decision like- 
ly. will be based on what Gen. 
Babangida himself wants to do. 
; “Following lengthy delibera- 
tions with my service chiefs, I 
offered as my own personal sacri- 
fice to voluntarily step aside as. 
president and commander in 
chief of the armed forces of the 
federal republic of Nigeria,” he 
told a special joint session of both 
houses of the National Assembly. 

- But he would not say if his 
officers made a decision or when 
it, would be made. Gen. Babangi- 
da sought to frame the crisis that 
he triggered as a triumphant test 
of national unity. 

- “We have put in our best, we 
have had sleepless nights. There 
have been periods of joy, sadness 
and frustration,” he said. “In all 
these our countrymen have 
showed understanding." 

-Gen. Babangida's military 
coterie is divided on whether 
Gen. Babangida should resign a$ 
chief of the army and name him- 
self civilian president, or choose a 


figurehead civilian to run his in- 
terim government. 

Nigeria has been politically pa- 
ralysed since Gen. Babangida, 
who has ruled since 1985, voided 
the June. 12 presidential election 
that was to return the nation to 
civilian rule. 


He has since said Nigeria will 
be ruled by an interim govern- 
ment made up of civilians and 
soldiers, but has not said whether 
he will step down on aug. 27, his 
long-promised deadline for 


democracy.” 

Gen. Babangida said he will 


announce “in the next few days' 
who were not asked to accept or 
reject his resignation offer. 

. The speech was typical Baban- 
gida: Ambiguous, short on details 
and replete with promises that 
the situation would soon be clar- 
ified. 

The political crisis has height- 
ened regional, religious and 
ethnic tension in this nation of 90 


million people, triggering three 


days of nots that killed more than 

100 i 


people in Lagos last month 
and a general strike last week that 
shut the city down for three days. 


Gen. Babangida has repeatedly 
reneged on promises to return the 
nation to democracy. Nigeria has 
been ruled by soldiers for the past 
decade and all but 10 of its 33 
years of independence from Bri- 
tain. 


Turks bomb 


Kurdish 


strongholds 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish warplanes and helicopter 
gunships bombarded Kurdish 
guerrillas on eastern mountain 


peaks Tuesday, causing heavy 
iffitii 


casualties, a security official said. 

Unal Erkan, emergency rule 
governor of 10 provinces in the 
east and southeast, said the 
bombing resumed after a one-day 
lull in air strikes begun on Friday 
against rebels roaming high coun- 
try around Semdinli near the 
Iraqi and Iranian borders. 

He told Anatolia news agency 
that the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) had taken big losses, but 
said be would not give casualty 
figures until troops had searched 
the rough terrain. 

Local officials said many scores 
of PKK fighters had died but 
exact numbers were hard to de- 
termine in the Buzuidag moun- 
tains, up to 3,000 metres above 
sea level. 


A Turkish summer offensive 


rngi 

tha 


the southeast, where more uian 
6,900 people have been killed 
since the guerrillas launched their 
separatist war in 1984. 

In Brussels, another Kurdish 
rebel movement warned that its 
militants were planning attacks 
on popular tourist sites in Tur- 
key, and that tourist lives were at 
risk. 


The National Liberation Front 
of Kurdistan (NLFK) said at a 
press conference that Kurdish 
separtists were planning to attack 
such popular tourist destinations 
as Anatolia, Izmir, Bod rum and 
even central Istanbul. 

From spokesman Kani Yilmaz 
said: “Our warning covers all 
tourist sites. Kurds in tourist 


areas are going to cany out ac- 
tions there. Turkish tourist zones 
are war zones. Do not go there.” 
The front is Jinked to the PKK. 


In Bonn, relatives of two Ger- 
man tourists reported to have 
been kidnapped by PKK rebels in 
eastern Turkey say the men were 
on holiday in the country, the 
German foreign ministry said 
Tuesday. 

German authorities have so far 
been unable to confirm the kid- 


nappinng of the two men, named 
by the Duessoldorf-based Kurd- 


ha news agency as Albrecht 
Christoph Lehmann and Henry 
Butler. 


Kurd- ha, which has dose ties 
to PKK reported Sunday that 
PKK guerrillas had seized the two 
Germans and a New Zealander in 
the Serhat region, the Kurdish 
name for the Kars-Agri region 
near the Armenian and Iranian 
borders. 


The families of the two Ger- 
mans were unable to say where 
the men had intended to go in 
Turkey § The foreign ministry said 
the German embassy in Ankara 
was continuing to press for in- 
formation. 



FEW CHOICES: Three photographers take pic- 
tures of two-year-old Metissa Barinac, as she sleeps 
at the Kosovo Hospital in Sarajevo. The Bosnian 


infant reportedly has a tumor and needs to be 
evacuated in order to have access to medical 
scanners (AFP photo) 


PLO to gradually elevate 
negotiators as top officials 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidl 

Reuter 


AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
plans to appoint some Palestinian 
negotiators to the Palestine Cen- 
tral Coundl (PCC) as the next 
step towards persuading Israel to 
talk directly with people it recog- 
nises as PLO leaders, a council 
member said on Tuesday. 

Some members of the Palesti- 
nian team to peace talks with 
Israel will also join the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), the 
Palestinian parliament-in-exile, 
Saleh Ra'afat told Reuters. 

Last week the PLO appointed 
seven of the negotiators to a PLO 
committee which sets Palestinian 
strategy in the peace talks. 

Israel says it will keep talking 
to them but insists this does not 
amount to direct negotiations 
with the PLO itself. 

The negotiators are all from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip while the PLO is 
dominated by Palestinians who 
have been in exile for most of the 
time since the creation of Israel. 

The PCC has about 100 mem- 
bers and meets about twice a year 
to set policy when the PNC, a 
much larger body, is not in ses-- 
sion. The PLO's 15-man Execu- 
tive Committee runs the orga- 
nisation’s day-to-day affairs. 

Mr. Ra'afat said the aim of the 
new appointments would be 
“further integrating the peace 
team within the structures of the 


organisation as PLO officials. 
...then pushing for elevating the 
talks to bring the Israeli govern- 
ment to the stage of negotiating 
on the table with senior PLO 
officials.'’ 

“The coming steps, we believe, 
will open the door to direct nego- 
tiations in which the negotiators 
concerned would be the direct 
decision-makers — the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee and the Israeli 
government,” he added. 

Israel has gradually eased a ban 
on contacts with the PLO in the 
13 months since Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin defeated the hard- 
line Likud party of Yitzhak Sha- 
mir in elections. 

But -Israeli politicians and 
analysts say Israel will go the 
whole way only in return for 
concessions in the peace talks. 

Mr. Ra’afat said direct tafia 
could speed up the peace process. 

" “We are approaching the time 
when we have to take hard deci- 
sions which necessitate negotiat- 
ing at the highest level," be said. 
“The low level of re pre sentation 
so far will only mean the process 
cannot advance.” 

Some PLO officials said giving 
the negotiators new PLO posi- 
tions would also reduce their 
room for manoeuvre, make them 
more accountable to PLO head- 
quarters in Tunis and erode their 
states as independent leaders in 
the occupied territories. 

Israel has repeatedly tried to 
encourage a Palestinian lead- 
ership in the occupied territories 


independent of the PLO. 

In Cairo, PLO official Nabil 
Shaath said the changes in Israel 
policy towards the PLO already 
amounted to implicit recognition 
of the organisation. 

“Every day there is a move- 
ment a step towards a full recog- 
nition,” he told Reuters. 

Dr^ Shaath repea ted the PLO 
position "that Jericho could not 
take the place of East Jerusalem 
as the capital of an independent 
Palestinian state. 

He said a Palestinian proposal 
that Israel withdraw first from 
both the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
was meant to build confidence 
while maintaining the link be- 
tween tiie two areas, which are 
not connected geographically. 

“We don’t want to fragment 
tiie Palestinian territories... (but) 
we do not accept and we will 
never accept that it (Jericho) will 
be a substitute to East Jerusalem 
as a base. Tins wifi not happen,” 
he added. 

“We do not accept a withdraw- 
al from Gaza first. This is not 
enough, we want a demonstration 
on the West Bank, particularly 
Jericho, because it wifi be a de- 
monstration of unity and integra- 
tion between the West Bank and 
Gaza,” he added. 

“Jericho is the only West Bank 
rows... on the border with Jor- 
dan. It is the only town in the 
West Bank which is free of 
(Israeli) settlements. It is an ideal 
and a symbol of the West Bank's 
integration with Gaza,” he said. 


Israeli 
minister 
says Gaza 
settlements 
should not 
exist 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel s labour 
minister has questioned the right 
of Jewish settlements-in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip to exist if they 
must rely on poorly paid Arab 
workers, the ministry said on 
Tuesday. . . 

It was the latest in a senes of 
government comments tbat have 
aroused settler ire. About 2,500 
Jews live in isolated sprawling 
settlements at the margins of the 
densely-populated strip. 

“If the Gush (the Gaza Strip 
settlement bloc) was founded 
such that it would exist on cheap 
labour from Gaza, this places a 
big question mark on its right to 
exist,” spokesman Zvi Rosen 
quoted minis ter Ora Namir as 
saying. 

Mr. Namir was responding to 
the settlers' sacking of 330 Jewish 
workers after a government wage 
subsidy expired last month. 

Enraged Settlers have charged 
in recent weeks that comments by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and other ministers are delegati- 
mising the settlers’ movement. 

Mr. Rabin, contradicting 
claims by right-wing nationalists 
that settlement enhances secur- 
ity, said on Sunday settlers got in 
the way of tiie army trying to 
protect Israelis. 

Government support for a 
speedier enactment of limited 
Palestinian 'self-rule in Gaza has 
settlers worried about their own 
fate. 


Mr. Rozen* said Namir had 
asked tiie army to bar Palestinian 
workers from entering tiie settle- 
ments to take the place of the 
sacked Jews. 

The temporary wage supports 
were institued after a wave of 
attacks on Gaza settlers, many of 
whom were stabbed by Palesti- 
nian employees. 

Settlers who earn their living 
from subsidised hothouse farms 
have said they cannot continue to 
employ Jewish .workers without 
the wage supports. 


The 120,000 Jews living amone 
nearly two million Palestinians in 
Gaza and the occupied West 
Bank have been the most vocal 
opponents of Mr. Rabin's de- 
clared willingness to trade some 
land occupied in 1967 for peace 
with 


U.S. group slams Kuwaiti decision to 
outlaw committee defending human rights 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A New York- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion has denounced a Kuwaiti 
government decision to outlaw 
voluntary groups as an outright 
blow to human rights in the 
emirate and called on the U.S. 
government to use its influence 
to reverse the move. 

While the Aug. 12 Kuwaiti 
decision did not target human 


the war and their families and 
to promote and protect human 
rights in the emirate, which 
witnessed a post-liberation 
frenzy of vengeful rampage by 
Kuwaitis against non-Kuwaiti 
Arabs who remained in the 
emirate throughout the Iraqi 
occupation. 


rights groups per se, the scope 
of the move covered the 


Kuwaiti Association to Defend 
War Victims (KADWV), 
which had not been given legal 
recognition by the govern- 
ment, the Lawyers Committee 
for Human Rights noted. 

By extension, the abolition 
of the committee implies that 
Jordanian' efforts to reverse 
death sentences passed on 
Jordanian citizens in Kuwait 
are also set back since the 
panel was one of the groups 
actively trying to help those on 
the death row. 


According to the Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights, 
the Kuwaiti government was 
“embarassed” by the 
KADWV s “accurate repott- 
ing and energetic international 
advocacy” on behalf of some 
800 former residents of Kuwait 
who remain missing after tiie 
1991 allied war which liberated 
the emirate from a seven- 
month occupation. 

The Kuwaiti government 
charges that Iraq is holding the 
missing. Baghdad has rejected 
the charge. 

The KADWV did not chal- 
lenge the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment’s assertion, but its “activ- 
ism contrasted with the gov- 
ernment's efforts to exploit the 
issue for political purposes and 
its discredited misrepresenta- 
tion of the number of missing 
Kuwaitis,” said the Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights 
in a statement sent to the 
Jordan Times. 


Hundreds of Jordanians and 
Palestinians were killed or dis- 
appeared in the rampage. 
Some of the missing later 
turned out to have been de- 
tained and tortured by the 
security forces. They were put 
on trial and sentenced to death 
or long terms in prison on 
charges of collaborating with 
the Iraqis. Some of them re- 
main in detention pending trial 
at the state security court. 

Najjar Ghanem, a senior 
official of the KADWV and 
head of the Kuwaiti chapter of 
Amnesty International, the 
London-based international 
human rights organisation, vi- 
sited Jordan at least thrice to 
follow up on' cases of Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians detained 
in Kuwait. 


lawyers committee said. 

It said a group of Kuwaiti 
residents Saturday staged a de- 
monstration in Kuwait Gty to 
protest the de facto dissolution 
of the KADWV. 

The Kuwaiti government’s 
decision to ban “illegal" 
groups was not reported in the 
media until Tuesday. The Aug. 
15 account of the Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights 
was the first report on the 
affair. 


The KADWV was formed 
shortly after the liberation of 
Kuwait with the declared 
objective of assisting victims of 


During bis last visit, Mr. 
Ghanem assured the Jordan 
chapter of the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights and 
families of those on the death 
row in Kuwait that his group 
would exert all efforts to en- 
sure that the death penalties' 
are not carried out and that all 
the accused are given fair 
trials. 

The Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights said: “The 
KADWV has not been afraid 
to criticise the government for 
the widespread abuse of hu- 
man rights suffered by non- 
Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait in 
the months after the Iraqi 
occupation. The KADWV has 
proved to itself to be a true 
advocate of the rule of the law 
and equal justice in post-war 
Kuwait." 

The Kuwaiti group had ap- 
plied for registration in 1991, 
but the government did not 
reply to it. Under Kuwaiti 
laws, if the government does 
not reply to such applications, 
then the concerned applicants 
are considered illegal, the 


The KADWV Tuesday re 1 
fused the government order to 
close down and asked parlia- 
ment for help. It accused the 
government of “arbitrariness.” 

It placed newspaper adver- 
tisement reiterating its refusal 
to close, saying its work was 
too important to stop. 

“We will proceed with our 
work because we believe in it 
and we are obliged to do It. We 
will not compromise," the 
advertisement addressed to 
parliament said. 

“You (parliament) represent 
the first popular authority and 
you have the constitutional 
tools and channels to stop the 
government arbitrariness,” it 
said. 

The Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights noted that the 
Kuwaiti committee had also 
come under fire in the Kuwaiti 
press because of the help it 
extended to a Lebanese family 
which suffered severe atroci- 
ties at Kuwaiti hands and 
attracted massive international 
media coverage. 


"This trial is significant." 
said the lawyers committee, 
“because it is the first prosecu- 
tion of a Kuwaiti government 
official to arise out of the 
violations committed in the 
months after the Iraqi occupa- 
tion.” 

The Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights, which visited 
post-war Kuwait at least three 
times to report on the human 
rights situation there, “de- 
plores the government's deci- 
sion to dose down ‘unlicensed' 
public associations,” the state- ■ 
ment said. 

“This is an attempt to put an 
end to independent human 
rights advocacy in Kuwait,” 
said Neil Hicks, coordinator of 
the lawyers committee's Mid- 
dle East programme. “If It is 
allowed to succeed, it will sig- 
nal a return to authoritarian 
government in Kuwait. With- 
out independent groups tike 
the Kuwaiti Association to De- 
fend War Victims, no one is 
going to raise vital human 
rights issues which remain un- 
resolved at this time.” 

The lawyers called on the 
Kuwaiti government “to grant 

SElJS 00 #™ 0 * to the 

KADWV and cooperate with 
its work on behalf of Kuwaitis 
missing in Iraq, and on general 
domestic human rights issues 
in Kuwait.” 


TJ 1 ®, committee is calling on 

toe U.S. government rn 


The Farhat family lost .its 
head and a son, and a daugh- 
ter, Naimat Farhat, was raped 
and shot in the head. The 
woman, who survived the 
attack, went back to Kuwait 
last month to identify her 
assailant, believed to be a 
senior Ministry of Interior offi- 
cial, after heavy pressure was 
brought upon the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment to open the case. 

The KADWV helped the 
Farhats build their case and 
pressure the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment, according to Naim 
Farhat, the woman's brother 
who lives in San Jose', Califor- 
nia. 


. ~ government to use its 
influence to encourage the 
Kuwaiti government to 
cooperate with independent 
non-governmental grouns to 
create a pluralistic l»ci5y in 
ri e h “ are 

rcspccted, it said. 

The Lawyers Committee for 

Human Rights is known for its 

work to promote international 

?1 T n t^ tsandre ^lSw 

mtiic U.S. and abroad 

The group describes its work 
35 impartial, holding each 

affirmed m the international 
DUior human rights.” 

is chaired bv 

w . hile MichWl 

Kosner serves as its executive 
and Arthur Helton as 
director of its refugee project! 


U.S. representative 
falls down shaft on 
Swiss hotel roof 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — U.S. 
Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor fell down a shaft on a 
hotel roof in Geneva where he 
was vacationing and injured ha 
back, his spokeswoman said. Mr.. 
Kantor, who left Washington af- 
ter concluding intense negotia- 
tions on the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, plunged 
three metres (12 feet) down an air 
conditioning vent while watching 
fireworks. “It’s so bizarre and it’s 
just a shame,” said Dianne Wild- 
man, Mr. Kantor’s press officer. 
“Clearly he wanted to go and 
relax and then this happens.” Mr. 
Kantor was released from a 
Geneva Hospital where he was 


£ 


treated for a vertebra injury he 
it to look 


sustained when he went 
for a chair while on the roof of 
the Hotel Metropole in Geneva. 
Ms. Wildman said Mr. Kantor 
planned to finish his two-week 
vacation in Italy. 




Mid-air gun alert 
proves to be 
unfounded 
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LONDON (R) — A misunder- 
standing between a passenger and 
a member of the crew of a Con- 
tinental Airlines Boeing 747 led 
to a mid-air gun alert over tbe 
North Atlantic Tuesday. A 
spokesman for Continental Air- 
lines said earlier reports that a 
passenger had produced a gun on 
board a flight from Houston, 
Texas, to London’s Gatwick Air- 
port had proved to be a false 
alarm. There had been a “com- 
munications problem” between a 
crew member and a passenger 
and there was no one on board 
with a gun, he said. The spokes- 
man had no further details and 
did not elaborate. Tbe Jumbo 
Jet, with 323 passengers and 10 
crew, was doe to land at 0830 
GMT, airport sources said. . 
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Kidnapped 
executive 
released after 12 
days 


NEW YORK (R) — The Owner 
of a New York men’s do thing 
company was kidnapped and held 
for 12 days before he was re- 
leased from a manhole near the 
Manhattan West Side express- 
way, police said. Police Commis- 
sioner Raymond Kelly told a 
news conference that ransomtf 
money had been recovered ana 
two men were under arrest in the 
kidnapping. Harvey Weinstein, 
68, had been missing since Aug. 4 
and was kidnapped for a S3 mil- 
lion ransom, Mr. Kelly said. Mr. 
Weinstein is chairman of West 
Mill Clothes Co., which does 
business as the Lord West Tux- 
edo Co. The Queens, New York- 
based company is one of the 
largest Tuxedo rental and sales 
companies in the country, a com- 
pany spokeswoman said. Mr. 
Weinstein was found by police at 
2 p.m. (1800 GMT) under a 
manhole cover just off the Henry 
Hudson Parkway. He was very 
grimy when he was pulled out, 
but he apparently was unharmed 
by his ordeal. ^ 
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*59 doctors 
to supervise 
separation of twins 


WHEATFIELD, Ind. (AP) — 
Siamese twins who share a liver 
and deformed heart will be 
moved to a Philadelphia hospital 
where a team of 59 doctors will 
supervise surgery to separate 
them, their father said. The chil- 
dren’s hospital .in Philadelphia 
has agreed to take the case and 
thetwins likely will be moved by 
Wednesday. Kenneth Lakeberg 
told tiie Times of Munster. At a 
benefit Sunday to help defray 

b, 7 ,s ’ Mr. Lakeberg 
asked for the nation’s “prayers 
mat this goes through.” Doctors 
_& ve n_ Amy and Angela, 
bom June 29. less than 1 percent 
chance for even one of them to 
survive the suigeiy, expected to 
take place within the next five to 
seven days. The twins now are 

at Universi- 
ty Medical Centre in nearby Chi* 
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2 Belgian tourists 
robbed by fake 
police 
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nay, France (AFP) — a Bel 

gf 1 C ?SP , ^Jl andcd 7,000 
10 thievcs poring 
as traffic policemen in southwest 
™ce, police said. The Rob- 

rar T C fe theS ^ drivifc a 

rar with a flashing light, stopped 

minftr° Un !i SS cam P c ™n on a 
minor road, near Nay. and asked 
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